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High Tycombe Society
Dersletter Do74

Merry Christmas to you all!
Wiater 8)

21st Buthday Celebration
The S o c i e t y c e l e b r a t e d i t s coming of age in s t y l e in t h e Oak Room on 10
N o v e m b e r w i t h 120 m e m b e r s a n d guests. (All t i c k e t s had been so ld , and we
a p o l o g i s e t o t h o s e members who w i s h e d t o come bu t w e r e u n a b l e t o o b t a i n

t i c k e t s . We s h o u l d have booked the Town H a l l ! )
Many o f the t o w n ' s l e a d i n g c i t i z e n s were t h e r e to wish the S o c i e t y well.
We were p l eased to see our former P r e s i d e n t , Connor Wi l l son , Vi c e - P r e s i d
ent M a r j o r i e Nash, and t h e E d i t o r of the Bucks Free P r e s s , Timothy B l o t t and

Mrs Blott. Ray Whitney MP, in p ropos ing a toast to the Soc ie ty, commended
i t s watchdog r o l e and humorously r e f e r r e d t o "Nimbyism". He knew of o n e k e e n

c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t , though, whose p r i n c i p l e s were n o t so s t r o n g when it came t o

an o f f e r f o r p a r t o f h e r g a r d e n . She s o l d i t t o a d e v e l o p e r b e c a u s e the
g a r d e n i n g h a d b e c o m e t o o m u c h for her! Needless to say she was not a High
Wycombe Society member. The Mayor, C l l r Jim Tanner, in support , paid t r ibute
to Jack S c r u t o n ' s t i r e l e s s d e v o t i o n to the cause of conse rv ing and i m p r o v i n g
what is best in Wycombe. Our President, L John Mayes, in responding,
r e c a l l e d o l d Wycombe c h a r a c t e r s he had known in the '30s, and appealed to
members t o v i d e o o r t a p e - r e c o r d p r e s e n t day c h a r a c t e r s for t h e Museum t o
keep for posterity. Cllr Kathleen Peatey, one of our Vice-Presidents, in her
ro le as t h i s y e a r ' s Chairman of Wycombe District Council, presented Chairman
Roger Lawson w i t h an e n g r a v e d g l a s s g o b l e t on b e h a l f o f the C o u n c i l . She
r e c a l l e d h e r d a y s a s a p l a n n i n g w a t c h d o g f o r t h e S o c i e t y . She commented on
the massive increase in planning a p p l i c a t i o n s in recent years, but n o t e d how

much l e s s s e c r e t i v e t h e p l a n n i n g s y s t e m had now become.
The 2 1 s t a n n i v e r s a r y c a k e was c u t by Jack and O l i v e S c r u t o n . T h i s

m a g n i fi c e n t c a k e in t h e shape o f a key to the door had been made by Diana

Stone, and was d e c o r a t e d wi th pane l s d e p i c t i n g the Rye campaign, Pann Mill
and the swan logo. The Chairman then p r e s e n t e d J ack S c r u t o n w i th a pen on
b e h a l f o f the members.
The evening had begun with a d e l i c i o u s buffet. There was a fi n e c h o i c e of

s w e e t a n d savoury i t ems p r e p a r e d w i th much c a r e and e f f o r t by L o t t i e Kearney
and her team of helpers. The fi n e fl o r a l c e n t r e p i e c e w a s w o r k of D o r o t h y

Tozer, and i t was d e c i d e d t h i s s h o u l d be the p r i z e in a r a f fl e to be h e l d in

suppor t o f the Mayor ' s Appeal for a i d to s t r o k e v i c t i m s . The t o t a l sum
r a i s e d was £120-40, and t h i s has now been sent to the Mayor. The evening was
rounded o f f with music and dancing to Frank 'Toms' "Hot 5" jazz group.
So ended a memorable e v e n i n g : many thanks to a l l who made i t such a success.



The Heritage Group.
T h e F a l c o n H o t e l .

A f t e r a lengthy s t r u g g l e the b a t t l e t o r e t a i n t h e Falcon
has been l o s t and the only Town Centre Hotel will become
r e t a i l s t o r e s o f fi c e s . T h e developers , using
a feasibi l i ty report, persuaded the Planning Committee
t o o v e r t u r n t h e e a r l i e r d e c i s i o n r e f u s e t h e

a p p l i c a t i o n . T h e C o u n c i l l o r s w e r e i n t i m i d a t e d b y

the fi g u r e s which placed a question mark over the h o t e l ' s
v i a b i l i t y . I t was as i f the h o t e l had no p r e v i o u s
h i s t o r y o f c o n t i n u e d s u c c e s s o v e r a p e r i o d o f o v e r

600 y e a r s .

T h i s i s a m o s t s e r i o u s b l o w i n v i e w o f
t o w n centre ho te l / r e s t au ran t , and the loss o f

another large s l i c e of local h i s t o r y.
i s most d i s cou rag ing f o r a l l those who c a r e about our
town a n d t h e s e i n c l u d e f a i r Town
C o u n c i l l o r s . T h e y must be wondering,. a s w e do, i f
it is worth s t r i v i n g a n y more to r e t a i n what i s l e f t
of the t o w n ' s c h a r a c t e r and h i s t o r y .

FARCOMOTEL

1/1A High S t r e e t and 6 Church S q u a r e .

These two l i s t e d bui ldings which occupy a most important
p o s i t i o n n e a r t h e L i t t l e Market House have been empty
f o r some t i m e . An a p p l i c a t i o n h a s now been r e c e i v e d
f r o m L o n d o n d e v e l o p e r t o c o n v e r t t h e m t o a s i n g l e
s h o p w i t h o f fi c e s a b o v e . T h i s seems t o be yet a n o t h e r
' t i d y i n g up' job, leaving j u s t a s h e l l and s w e e p i n g
a w a y a l l t h e i n t e r e s t i n g i d i o s y n c r a s i e s i n s i d e .

o u r h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g s have r a v a g e d i n

way. We have opposed t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n s t r o n g l y
hope t h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l w i l l r e s i s t t h i s l a t e s t

a s s a u l t .

The Old Grammar School, Easton S t r e e t . Drawingby Lorna Casidy
This fi n e Vic to r ian bui ld ing is s t i l l threatened. T h e C o u n t y Counc i l would
like to demolish the building, leaving fragments of the facade, and in i t s place
c o n s t r u c t a l a r g e o f fi c e b l o c k . The D i s t r i c t Counc i l h a s opposed the a p p l i c a t i o n ,
w h i c h may become the subjec t of a Public Inquiry. The C h i l t e r n S o c i e t y and

the High Wycombe Socie ty have opposed the a p p l i c a t i o n f o r a number o f v a l i d
r e a s o n s . H i g h Wycombe h a s b e e n a f fl i c t e d w i t h f a r t o o many o f fi c e b l o c k s a n d

t h e i n c r e a s e d t r a f fi c which they g e n e r a t e . We a r e a l s o w o r r i e d about t h e e f f e c t
o f the plans on t h i s important p a r t o f the Conservation area.

We have been informed t h a t the County Counci l has ag reed
t o a l l o w a p e r i o d o f 6 m o n t h s b e f o r e p r o c e e d i n g w i t h

the a p p l i c a t i o n . Dur ing t h a t time t h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l

i s e x p e c t e d t o e x p l o r e v a r i o u s ways in which t h e b u i l d i n g
c o u l d b e u s e d f o r t h e b e n e fi t o f the l o c a l community.
We would be pleased to hear the views o f members.

so they've killed it after 600 years!"
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No. 34 High S t r e e t . Has t h e t i d e t u r n e d ?

T h i s l i s t e d p r o p e r t y was o c c u p i e d in r e c e n t y e a r s by Granada Te l e v i s i o n . It
was " r e f u r b i s h e d " l a t e r and p l a c e d on the m a r k e t . The Portman Building Society
in Easton S t r e e t appl ied to move the re , bu t t h i s was opposed by the D i s t r i c t
Counci l and the S o c i e t y . w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y a n x i o u s to keep t h e s e
r e t a i l premises in view of the s e r i o u s losses which have occurred in recent years ,
w i t h changes granted to Building S o c i e t i e s , Banks, and o ther s i m i l a r u s e s . The
c h a r a c t e r o f the High S t r e e t has su ffe red as a r e s u l t .

The Council was very p l e a s e d when the Inspec tor r e f u s e d the change of u s e a n d
i t was a p p a r e n t t h a t o u r c o n t r i b u t i o n he lp fu l . P e r h a p s t h i s d e c i s i o n w i l l
" s t o p the r o t " and can be used a s a p r e c e d e n t a g a i n s t f u r t h e r a t t e m p t e d c h a n g e s .

Conservation Area - Priory Road District.
T h i s h a s now been e x t e n d e d by t h e D i s t r i c t Counc i l to embrace P r i o r y Avenue and
Benjamin Road.
and Edwardian dwell ings , the area has suffe red a g r e a t deal of neglec t , and
l o o k s f o r l o r n . One o f t h e g r e a t e s t p r o b l e m s i s t h e d i f fi c u l t y o f e x t e n s i v e on-pan de in theAlthough many of t h e houses a r e a good m i x t u r e o f V i c t o r i a n

s t r e e t p a r k i n g . I t i s hoped b y t h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l t h a t t he d e s i g n a t i o n a s

a Conservation Area w i l l help to improve the a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e a r e a , i n c l u d i n g
the p r o t e c t i o n o f t r e e s . T h e H e r i t a g e G r o u p h o p e s t o c o m p l e t e i t s s u r v e y o f
the area and t h i s has been welcomed by the D i s t r i c t Council.

2 1 s t B i r t h d a y E x h i b i t i o n .

T h i s was shown in the L ib ra ry from 4 th t o 23rd September and seemed t o a r o u s e

much i n t e r e s t in t h e work o f t h e S o c i e t y . The E x h i b i t i o n d i s p l a y e d some a s p e c t s
of o u r a c t i v i t i e s b u t c o u l d n o t show a l l t h a t t o b e c a u s e o f s p a c e
r e s t r i c t i o n s . We a re indebted to members o f the Heritage Group and Dr. Elsa
Wo o d w a r d f o r t h e i r e f f o r t s . A s   u s u a l ,   A l a n   C l e a v e r   c a m e t o o u r a i d w i t h h i s
fi n e p o s t e r s and a t t r a c t i v e c a l l i g r a p h y.

~ Planning Group ~
Redfords Playing F i e l d s , Totteridge.

The b a t t l e f o r t he se e x t r e m e l y i m p o r t a n t p l a y i n g fi e l d s c o n t i n u e s . T h e D i s t r i c t

C o u n c i l h a s r e f u s e d t h e County C o u n c i l a p p l i c a t i o n t o d e v e l o p t h e s i t e f o r h o u s i n g
and the m a t t e r has now gone to a p p e a l . No d o u b t t h e r e w i l l be a P u b l i c I n q u i r y .
The S o c i e t y and many o t h e r s c o n s i d e r t h i s to be a most damaging a p p l i c a t i o n .
This playing fi e l d i s an absolute necess i ty fo r the loca l community and the D i s t r i c t
Counci l can be a s s u r e d o f the maximum p o s s i b l e s u p p o r t .

T h e B u s S t a t i o n .

An a p p l i c a t i o n h a s b e e n s u b m i t t e d t o c o n v e r t t h e Bus S t a t i o n to r e t a i l u s e and
t o use the e x i s t i n g open c a r p a r k i n g a t N e w l a n d s as a Bus S ta t ion , without
the se rv ic ing of buses. The proposals are in t h e i r ea r ly s tages and will o b v i o u s l y

t o much f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n . d o u b t m a n y p e o p l e w i l l welcome the
disappearance of the very unpleasant Bus S t a t i o n , which has been the t a rge t fo r

j u s t i fi e d c r i t i c i s m .

T e s c o :

Tesco have submitted a proposal for an addi t iona l Superstore at Hancock's Yard,
Loudwate r. The o u t l i n e a p p l i c a t i o n is a lmost comple te ly l a c k i n g i n information
a n d t h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l h a s a s k e d f o r much m o r e . I t seems t h a t t h e r e c o u l d
be an e x t r e m e l y d i f fi c u l t t r a f fi c s i t u a t i o n . We w i l l keep a v e r y c l o s e wa tch
on f u t u r e d e v e l o p m e n t s



Roads, roads, roads.
Have you no t iced in recen t weeks, c a r , and none of us would want t o g i v e
among the increasing number of "green" i t up without a good a l t e r n a t i v e , but.
i s s u e s be ing r a i s e d in the P r e s s , how f o r t he s a k e of t h e c o m m u n i t y s o m e

o f t e n the s u b j e c t of r o a d s a p p e a r s . t ough c o n t r o l s w i l l e v e n t u a l l y have to
C o n s i d e r a few examples. b e imposed.

L o s   A n g e l e s   U s u a l l y   t h o u g h t   o f a s t h e

c i t y where the car i s k i n g , where
there a r e 8 m i l l i o n c a r s f o r a 12
m i l l i o n p o p u l a t i o n , w h e r e 1 /3 o f t h e
area is covered by roads, 1/3 by ca r
parks, with j u s t 1/3 l e f t for every-
th ing else, and where there i s , of
course, a l s o a k i l l e r smog from
v e h i c l e e x h a u s t gases, LA h a s a t l a s t
d e c i d e d t h a t e n o u g h i s enough. L i f e
m u s t be made more t o l e r a b l e f o r
p e o p l e ; c a r u s a g e must be cut. To
s t a r t w i t h , l a r g e fi r m s a r e be ing made
t o o r g a n i s e c a r s h a r i n g s c h e m e s f o r

t h e i r e m p l o y e e s ; n e x t a l i m i t i s t o be
p l a c e d on t h e number o f c a r s per fami-
ly; and, in the longer term, pe t ro l
a n d d i e s e l w i l l be p h a s e d ou t i n fav-
our o f e l e c t r i c i t y and c l e a n e r fuels .

High Wycombe N e a r e r home, Wycombe
D i s t r i c t Counc i l and Bucks County
C o u n c i l s t i l l s e e m t o b e s e t o n
c o u r s e o f r o a d b u i l d i n g a n d c o n s e q u e n -
t i a l damage t o o u r t o w n ' s e n v i r o n m e n t ,
wh ich t h e y t h i n k w i l l s o l v e Wycombe's
t r a f fi c problems. The roads in
q u e s t i o n a r e t h e n o r t h e r n r e l i e f r o a d
from Temple End to the Law C o u r t s v i a
Priory Avenue and the railway s t a t i o n ,

: a n d t h e A404 d i v e r s i o n f r o m I n k e r m a n
Farm, Hazlemere t o Temple End v i a
Hughenden Valley. All t h i s expense and
p e r m a n e n t u p h e a v a l i s a n a t t e m p t t o
ease some o f the s n a r l - u p s which occur
o n l y a t peak times, when it w i l l b e
o b s e r v e d t h a t a b o u t 7 o u t o f 10 c a r s
a r e o c c u p i e d on ly by the d r i v e r, o r by
t h e d r i v e r and c h i l d .

Sweden The bos s of Volvo, t h e c a r
m a n u f a c t u r e r , h a s v o i c e d t h e o p i n i o n
t h a t c a r s w i l l have t o be b a n n e d from
c i t y - c e n t r e s w i t h i n the next t en
years, because of s n a r l - u p s a n d
p o l l u t i o n .

The High Wycombe S o c i e t y u r g e s t h e
C o u n c i l s t o t a k e n o t e o f t h e v i e w s o f
t h e I n s p e c t o r who c o n d u c t e d t h e P u b l i c
Inquiry i n t o the High Wycombe Area
Local Plan. He commented tha t these
and other road proposals were "based
on v e r y o l d s t u d i e s , a n d t h e s o l u t i o n s

B r i t a i n In what s e e m s t o b e c o n t r a r y w e r e a r r i v e d a t when l e s s was known o f
to world t rends , our Department of the impact o f new r o a d s on the b u i l t
Tr a n s p o r t i s r e c k o n i n g on a t r a f fi c e n v i r o n m e n t " . He recommended new
i n c r e a s e o f between 83 and 142 p e r c e n t s t u d i e s .
by the year 2025, and plans to spend
a n o t h e r £12 b i l l i o n o n new a n d i m p r o v -
e d r o a d s a n d m o t o r w a y s . T h i s a n n o u n c e -
ment h a s l e d n i n e l e a d i n g environment-
al o rg a n i s a t i o n s , including the
Counc i l for the P r o t e c t i o n o f R u r a l

We think B r i t a i n ought to follow LA's
example and t a k e some a c t i o n t o b r e a k
out of the more r o a d s / m o r e c a r s / m o r e
po l lu t ion cycle. Here are some ideas
t o p u r s u e :

England, the Ramblers' Association,
the Worldwide Fund for Nature, Fr iends
o f t h e E a r t h and T r a n s p o r t 2000 , to
join in a campaign a g a i n s t the plan.

T h e y h o l d t h e v i e w t h a t m o r e r o a d
s p a c e e n c o u r a g e s more c a r s , and c a u s e s
more p o l l u t i o n and l o s s o f r u r a l l and ;
a n d who c a n d i s p u t e t h i s ? More m u s t b e
done, they say, t o curb the ca r and
e n c o u r a g e p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t . No p o l i t i -
c a l p a r t y would wan t t o r i s k l o s i n g
v o t e s by t a k i n g a s t a n d a g a i n s t t he

* get fi r m s t o o r g a n i s e c a r s h a r i n g
f o r t h e i r w o r k e r s
* reduce car perks fo r employees, and
c a r p a r k s f o r t h a t m a t t e r
* g e t s c h o o l s and PTAs to o r g a n i s e
m i n i b u s e s to f e r r y c h i l d r e n t o and
f r o m s c h o o l
* o r g a n i s e p a r k - a n d - r i d e schemes f o r
s h o p p e r s a n d t o u r i s t s
* make more use o f c h i c a n e s and ramps
in t o w n - c e n t r e s where i t i s not
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p o s s i b l e to ban t r a f fi c a l t o g e t h e r
* e n c o u r a g e more home deliveries by shop:.
Have you any more i d e a s that we can
put t o o u r D i s t r i c t a n d Coun ty
C o u n c i l l o r s ?

Somehow, p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t must be made
more a t t r a c t i v e , more r e a d i l y
a v a i l a b l e and c h e a p e r than p e r s o n a l
t r a n s p o r t f o r t he m a j o r i t y if w e a r e

t o s a v e o u r e n v i r o n m e n t f r o m t h e
menace o f t h e motor veh ic l e .

J o h n G o r e

Come a n d h e a r what S t e p h e n J o s e p h o f
Tr a n s p o r t 2000 has to say a b o u t
t r a f fi c a n d r o a d s a t o u r n e x t
Q u a r t e r l y Meeting on Thursday 18
J a n u a r y 1990 a t 8pm in the Royal
B r i t i s h Legion Hall . If you would
l i k e t o h e l p form a Roads Group in t he
Socie ty please con tac t the Hon Sec on
HW26671.

Marjorie Dash: Dice President
eminently s u i t e d to be one of the S o c i e t y ' s VPs.

Lady Nancy Hall tapped me on the shoulder a f t e r I had made the proposal and
the meeting had approved, and said 'What a very good choice!'

Mar jo r i e has fi l l e d the r ô l e t o t h e manner born. She s t i l l l i v e s in the
same house i n P i n i o n s a s s h e h a s done s i n c e s h e was a child. She w i l l

town.
praise and enthuse in a most v i ce -p re s iden t i a l manner.

And in August she celebrated her 85th birthday. Most of the month was
given over to her birthday celebrations in one way and another!
veritable triumphal progress for a r e d o u b t a b l e woman.

Marjorie, dear, every member of the High Wycombe Society Joins me in
c o n g r a t u l a t i n g you, and wishing you many more happy birthdays!

F r a n c e s A l e x a n d e r
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Canal trip
This year the almost annual Soc ie ty
canal t r i p t o Hungerford on the Kennet
and Avon took p lace on a pe r f ec t June
day, when we assembled on the pavement
by S t e w a r t & Arnold , w i t h bare arms,
bulging p i c n i c bags a n d n o t a b r o l l y
in s i g h t to a w a i t t h e c o a c h w h i c h was
to take us to the canal a t Kintbury
f o r o u r j o u r n e y in a h o r s e - d r a w n b o a t .

On our a r r i v a l the re , those o f us who
c a n n o t r e s i s t a d e r e l i c t p r o p e r t y went
to look over the o ld l o c k - k e e p e r ' s
c o t t a g e , f o r s a l e . I t was a s a d c a s e
o f   n e g l e c t   a n d   u n s y m p a t h e t i c
m o d e r n i s a t i o n a n d w o u l d t a k e m u c h
e f f o r t t o r e s t o r e , and s o we d e c i d e d
to leave this one alone. Besides, i t
w a s   o u t s i d e   o u r   m a n o r . . .

The boat had arrived. We embarked and
a r r a n g e d o u r s e l v e s i n t o c o m f o r t a b l e
lunching p o s i t i o n s (Derek Woods had
t o l d me t h a t t h e fi r s t t h i n g m o s t
p e o p l e d i d when they were in the boa t
w a s e a t , and he was r i g h t ) . The
c a p t a i n ' s mate welcomed us to the
hazards of c a n a l s and the p l e a s u r e s o f
the b a r . We would h a r d l y t h i n k we were
moving , s h e knew, bu t would we p l e a s e
wai t u n t i l the boa t s t o p p e d b e f o r e
l e a v i n g i t , and if we ignored t h i s
r e q u e s t t h e r e w o u l d b e m u c h w a i l i n g
and g n a s h i n g of t e e t h on h e r part. We
d i d and t h e r e was , but we r o s e a b o v e
it. The bos 'n and h i s mate were
sp lendid . (The c a p t a i n was presumably
a v o i d i n g us by s t a y i n g away from the
b o a t . ) They n a v i g a t e d t h e c a n a l w i t h
a s k i l l a n d c o o p e r a t i o n w h i c h w e r e a
p l ea su re to watch ( p a r t i c u l a r l y as i t
was so hot). The i r p a r t y piece was
t u r n i n g t h e b o a t a r o u n d w i t h a p o l e
and a r o p e , i m p e c c a b l y.

Apart from h a v i n g to confo rm to Kennet
a n d Avon s a f e t y r e g u l a t i o n s , i t was a n
o c c a s i o n to do a s you p lease . We c o u l d
s t r o l l in t h e s h a d e a l o n g t h e bank.
peer in to locks, encourage the horse,
and some o f u s e v e n jumped f rom t h e
m o v i n g b o a t when we t h o u g h t no -one
i m p o r t a n t was w a t c h i n g . We f e l t q u i t e

s e p a r a t e d f r o m n o r m a l e x i s t e n c e - a
b r i d g e c a r r y i n g c a r s o v e r o u r r o u t e
seemed a n a f f r o n t t o o u r p a c e a n d
s t y l e . Somehow, we d i d n ' t q u i t e reach
Hungerford, but i t d i d n ' t seem to
m a t t e r .

Thank you, Derek, for a r rang ing a very
e n j o y a b l e a n d u n f o r g e t t a b l e s u m m e r

day. ~ I u d y Vince.

AS WE WERE - FROM THE NEWSLETTER FILE

10 YEARS AGO (NO 38) AUTUMN 1979

The l o c a l a u t h o r i t y t a k e s d r a s t i c
a c t i o n and demolishes a l a rge p a r t of
the Old Chequers on the grounds of
p u b l i c safety. The Soc ie ty c o n s i d e r s
i t would have been p o s s i b l e to make
the b u i l d i n g s a f e wi thout demolit ion.
C o p i e s o f t h e Water T r a i l a r e now
a v a i l a b l e at 10p each; hundreds s o l d
a t Pann Mi l l d u r i n g Wycombe Show.
S o c i a l e v e n t s : v i s i t t o H a t fi e l d House
and Poolside Revels a t Holywell Mead
s w i m m i n g   p o o l .

20 YEARS AGO (NO 3) NOVEMBER 1969

D r a f t p l a n s f o r C o n s e r v a t i o n A r e a s
publ i shed; Soc ie ty p resses f o r
expansion. Three Tuns r ep r i eved from
redevelopment, but fi g h t goes on to
r e t a i n Old Chequers. Soc ie ty pub l i shes
r e p o r t on improving Ra i lway P l a c e and
Quaker bur ia l ground, which have
b e c o m e t e r r i b l e e y e s o r e s . S o c i e t y
s u g g e s t s d e r e l i c t Pann M i l l s i t e
should become a museum. Competit ion
l a u n c h e d   f o r   S o c i e t y   s y m b o l .



The Chilter Society Small Woodland Project IN
The C h i l t e r n S o c i e t y Small Woodland amme las t September, t h e
P r o j e c t was s e t u p i n August 1983 became w h o l l y d e p e n d e n t upon t h e

fo l lowing p e r s i s t e n t r e p o r t s of the C h i l t e r n l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s a n d t h e

t h r e a t t o C h i l t e r n woodlands - the Countryside Commission. To meet the
t h r e a t o f woodland d e v a s t a t i o n , new c i r c u m s t a n c e s , t h e P r o j e c t became

a r i s i n g from the n e g l e c t by owners a Company, l imi t ed by guaran tee , known
over many years. The P r o j e c t o b j e c t i v e a s t h e C h i l t e r n Woodland P r o j e c t

was, and i s , to p e r s u a d e o w n e r s t o Limi ted . Twelve d i r e c t o r s h a v e b e e n
t a k e u p management , a n d , a s an a p p o i n t e d : s i x from the l o c a l a u t h o r -

e n c o u r a g e m e n t t o owners, t o under take i t i e s , one from FWAG and six f r o m t h e

some woodland work o u r s e l v e s by way Chiltern Society. John Morris a n d

o f d e m o n s t r a t i o n o f t h e t e c h n i q u e s myself, who have b e e n a s s o c i a t e d w i t h
a d v o c a t e d . t he P r o j e c t from the s t a r t , are both

d i r e c t o r s . T h e r e a r e no s h a r e h o l d e r s ,
b u t i n s t e a d t h e r e a r e members.I n i t i a l l y , the P r o j e c t team w a s c o m -

o s e d o f Communi ty Programme w o r k e r s ,
and only the P r o j e c t O f fi c e r , John
Morr i s , had f o r e s t r y experience. He
had been recrui ted from Dorset County
C o u n c i l w h e r e he had b e e n d o i n g
c o n s e r v a t i o n work. S m a l l b e g i n n i n g s !
B u t n o w a d a y s t h e t e a m i s made up o f
fi v e t r a i n e d and e x p e r i e n c e d men u n d e r
the s u p e r v i s i o n o f Pe t e Whipp, h i m s e l f
a n e x p e r i e n c e d f o r e s t r y g r a d u a t e . Over
the p a s t s ix y e a r s , John has advised
more than 200 owners; the team has
worked i n more t h a n 100 woods, and
34 000 t r e e s have been p lan ted , 12 000
of them l a s t y e a r .
With the end of the Community Prog-

The Project i s having a good yea r. We
a r e more e f fi c i e n t t h a n a t a n y t i m e
i n t h e p a s t . C u r r e n t l y we a r e i n v o l v -
ed in f e l l i n g 1500 dead or dying
conifers - a job we could not have
t a c k l e d a t o n e t i m e - a n d we h a v e won
our fi r s t award, in a c o m p e t i t i o n
o r g a n i s e d by UK2000.

For the fu tu re? Clear ly t h i s must
depend on the local a u t h o r i t i e s
c o n t i n u i n g support . We now make a
small charge for our work, and th i s
year will earn £2000, but i t will be
some time before we can be s e l f -
s u p p o r t i n g . We h a v e p l a n s t o d e v e l o p
the P r o j e c t , but always with our b a s i c
o b j e c t i v e s in mind.

Anyone w a n t i n g f u t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n
about the P r o j e c t can be sent a copy

w o f t h e 5 t h Annual Repor t by w r i t i n g t o
the Project Office, Forestry Dis t r ic t
Office, Upper Icknield Way, Aston
Clinton, Avlesbury, HP22 5NF. Please
enclose a large SAE.

C h a r l e s M i l l s

C h a r l e s M i l l s i s C h a i r m a n o f C h i l t e r n
Woodland Pro jec t Ltd. He is a l s o a
member o f our Socie ty. One of the
p r o j e c t s c o v e r e d i n t h e 5 t h Annua l
R e p o r t i s management work i n C a s t l e -
fi e l d and R o w l i f f e Woods o f f New Road,
B o o k e r. These anc ien t woods a r e owned
by Wycombe D i s t r i c t Council. The
Pro j ec t makes a p lea tha t the Council
w i l l o rgan i se c l ea rance of rubbish in
t h e woods, t o improve t h e i r a t t r a c t i v e -

n e s s a s a n a r e a f o r q u i e t r e c r e a t i o n
n e a r the c e n t r e o f High Wycombe.



8

The Future of leisure in Digh Mycombe
w e i g h t - l i f t i n g , swimming, bal l -games

Neil Roberts, Chief Leisure Officer, a t   t h e   S p o r t s   C e n t r e   -   a n d   t h e   s a u n a
Wycombe D i s t r i c t Council , spoke on and j a c u z z i there. This l a s t
t h e f u t u r e o f l e i s u r e i n H igh Hycombe a t t r a c t i o n m o t i v a t e d one o f o u r l a d y
a t t h e S o c i e t y ' s J u n e Q u a r t e r l y members t o t r y t o o r g a n i s e an e v e n i n g
Meeting. Barbara Rippington r e p o r t s . . f o r members t o t r y i t o u t - i t i s

emphasised, t h e S E x e s a r e s e g r e g a t e d -
Mr R o b e r t s ' l a u n c h i n t o h i s e x c e l l e n t
talk can, in retrospect, be called names to Annie Woodward, please.

euphoric. That same evening the
Wycombe D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l E n t e r t a i n m e n t
C e n t r e P a n e l w e r e t o meet t o v i ew t h e
a r c h i t e c t ' s new plans fo r the proposed
L e i s u r e C e n t r e . The r e v i s e d programme
f o r i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n was e x p e c t e d t o
b e t w o a n d a h a l f t o t h r e e y e a r s .
Besides a 1000-sea t capac i ty t h e a t r e ,
a s t u d i o t h e a t r e a n d much e l s e , we
were to look forward t o the refurbish-
ment o f t h e Town H a l l t o a s t a n d a r d o f
h i g h q u a l i t y by t h e same a r c h i t e c t u r a l
team responsible for the h ighly-
p r a i s e d r e f u r b i s h m e n t o f M i s s e n d e n
Abbey.

Mr R o b e r t s i s n o t t o blame f o r t he
lack of p rogress o r agreement on t h i s
v e n t u r e . H i s e n t h u s i a s m f o r t h i s , a n d
a l l a s p e c t s o f l e i s u r e i n Wycombe, f o r
what he had achieved , and hoped to
a c h i e v e , was i n f e c t i o u s . We were
t r e a t e d t o d e l i g h t f u l s l i d e s of
c r o q u e t a t B a s s e t s b u r y ; a g r e a t r a n g e
o f a c t i v i t i e s o n the Rye; b o w l s ,

We l e a r n e d about the H i l l t o p Community
Centre , the new Tourist Information
C e n t r e ( t o o s m a l l b u t b e t t e r
location), the Court Garden Leisure
complex at Marlow, and p lans t o extend
the Museum with fur ther, not alternat-
ive, accommodation in the new High
Wycombe Leisure Centre. Those
d i s a p p o i n t e d a t t h e f a i l u r e o f G e o rg e
S u t e r ' s a t t empts t o c r e a t e a g o l f
cours in the Hughenden Va l l ey might be
e n c o u r a g e d b y t h e To w n F a r m G o l f
Cen t re (pay a s you p l a y ) at Loudwater,
c o m p l e t i o n d a t e May 1990.
Mr R o b e r t s h a s done w e l l w i t h t h e &2m
improvement money he had to s p e n d t h i s
fi n a n c i a l y e a r . I f there were, a s he
a n t i c i p a t e d , b r i c k b a t s awai t ing him
from the audience, h i s demonst ra t ion
o f c a r e and c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r a l l
s e c t i o n s o f t h e communi ty s e e m e d t o

a l l a y them, for there were none.

B a r b a r a R i p p i n g t o n

Dem Members:-
We warmly welcome the affil ia t ion of the
newly-formed Tot te r idge Res idents ' Action
Campaign.

Ms I Warren, Balmoral Court, Wycombe Chase

Mr S M Howe, Te r ryfie ld Road, High Wycombe

Mr & Mrs P Dennison, Trees Road, Hughenden
T h e   s u c c e s s   o f   r e c e n t   p u b l i c i t y   h a s   r e s u l   t e d
in the fol lowing new members j o i n i n g the
S o c i e t y. We a r e d e l i g h t e d t o welcome them and

V a l l e y
Mr & Mrs J L Carr & family, Amersham Road,

High Wycombe
hope they will be able to play an ac t ive part Mr S Alexander. Chestnut Ave, High Wycombe
i n o u r work.

Mr F Brunner, S t a t i o n Road, High Wycombe
Mr R F Swains, Kingsmead Road, High Wycombe

И I Connell, White Close. High Wycombe
Mr & Mrs J W Beaumont, Upper Stanley Road,

S a n d s Mr P Lewis, Cock Lane, High Wycombe
Miss C Pyle, Watchet Lane, Holmer Green

Mrs S G Bowles, Brackley Road, Hazlemere
l e   a l s o   w e l c o m e   t h e   r e t u r n   t o   t h e   a r e a   o f

Miss E Rob in , Windsor End. B e a c o n s fi e l d
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A brighter Octagon
A f t e r many m o n t h s o f d u s t a n d n o i s e
a n d much h a s s l e f o r t h e s h o p k e e p e r s ,
the Octagon i s reaching the end o f i t s
refurbishment programme. Denise
Lindsay g i v e s her i m p r e s s i o n s . . . .

more i n v i t i n g , and wi l l include a new
c a f e , a welcome a d d i t i o n a s the town
has been short of p l e a s a n t e a t i n g and
meeting p laces fo r a long time.

I have a car s t i c k e r on my f r idge
which s t a t e s "When the g o i n g g e t s
tough, the tough go shopping"• And i t
has been p r e t t y tough shopping in the
Octagon over the pas t few months ( if
not the past twenty y e a r s ) . However,
it has been w o r t h p u t t i n g up w i t h a l l
t h e n o i s e and mess , for now t h a t
d i s r e p u t a b l e S i x t i e s - s t y l e d shoppe r s '
Hades h a s a t l a s t b e e n t o t a l l y
transformed. In f a c t , in my humble
opin ion , I would say that t h i s
new- look c e n t r e i s now wor thy of t he
t i t l e " a r c a d e "

So, a l l in a l l , I think the des ign
t e a m a n d t h e w o r k m e n h a v e d o n e a g o o d
j o b . T h e u g l y c o n c r e t e p r e c i n c t h a s

b e e n m a g i c a l l y t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o a
glamorous arcade , and w e ' l l a l l shop
happi ly ever a f t e r !

D e n i s e L i n d s a y

Somehow, the very word "precinct"
c o n j u r e s up a p i c t u r e of concre te ,
r u n - d o w n squa lo r, g r a f fi t i and gloom,
while "arcade" seems t o imply
elegance, s t y l e and c i v i l i t y . At
leas t , t h a t ' s how I see i t .

At the time o f w r i t i n g , the work is
s t i l l unfinished, though t h a t ' s hardly
s u r p r i s i n g when you c o n s i d e r t h e
e n o r m i t y o f t h e task. However, t h a t
u g l y o l d c o n c r e t e s t a i r c a s e h a s g o n e .
rep laced by a much f r i e n d l i e r - l o o k i n g
t y p e , a n d t h e o v e r a l l i m p r e s s i o n o f
the a r c a d e i s one o f l i g h t n e s s and
b r i g h t n e s s , t h a n k s to improved
l i g h t i n g , t i l e d - p a t t e r n e d fl o o r i n g and
a   s l a s s roof. Who would have thought
t h a t t h e sun c o u l d e v e r s h i n e i n t h e
Oc tagon !

These days, no shopping mall worth i t s
s a l t is without a water f e a t u r e , and
o u r Oc tagon i s no e x c e p t i o n . There i s
one of these under the Octagon i t s e l f ,
along with an escalator. Let's hope
that the yob e lement i n the town keep
w e l l away from i t !

The upper fl o o r has been made much
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Mycombe Sinfonia
D u r i n g t h e p a s t 21 y e a r s , t h e c o n d u c t o r a n d Pam A b b o t t a s
H i g h Wycombe S o c i e t y h a s h a d l e a d e r , the o r c h e s t r a has
t h e a f fi l i a t i o n a n d s u p p o r t d e v e l o p e d a t r a d i t i o n o f
o f m a n y l o c a l g r o u p s , s u c h a s s p e c i a l C h r i s t m a s c o n c e r t s ,
r e s i d e n t s   a s s o c i a t i o n s , a i m e d a t c h i l d r e n ( o f a l l
p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s a n d a g e s ! ) . P r e v i o u s c o n c e r t s ,
Wo m e n ' s I n s t i t u t e s . T h e r e a r e w i t h n a r r a t e d i t e m s , h a v e
c u r r e n t l y 32 a f fi l i a t e d i n c l u d e d P e t e r a n d the Wolf,
s o c i e t i e s . I t i s v e r y u n u s a l T h e S n o w m a n a n d T h e T h r e e
f o r a n A m e n i t y s s S o c i e t y t o Bears . T h i s y e a r ' s f a m i l y
h a v e s o many l o c a l c o n t a c t s . c o n c e r t , w i t h n a r r a t o r , h a s
w h i c h i s a t r i b u t e t o J a c k s p a c e a n d t i m e a s i t s t h e m e s ,
S c r u t o n ' s v i s i o n a n d i n c l u d i n g Mars
p e r s i s t e n c e i n i n v o l v i n g s o from The Planstasd teand the
m a n y p e o p l e , e v e n f r o m t h e Clock Symphony. Due to the
e a r l y d a y s o f t h e S o c i e t y . We p o p u l a r i t y o f the event, th i s
a r e n o w d e l i g h t e d t o w e l c o m e y e a r t h e r e w i l l be two
t h e a f fi l i a t i o n o f a l o c a l p e r f o r m a n c e s o f t h e c o n c e r t -
o r c h e s t r a , t h e W y c o m b e o n S a t u r d a y D e c e m b e r 2 n d a t
S i n f o n i a . The o r c h e s t r a ,
c o m p r i s i n g m o s t l y l o c a l

3 . 30pm, and o n SundayD e c e m b e r 3 r d a t 3pm a t S t
t e a c h e r s , i s fi v e y e a r s o l d J o h n ' s H a l l , D e s b o r o u g h Road,
a n d p e r f o r m s two c o n c e r t s a H i g h Wycombe. T i c k e t s a r e
y e a r , t h e b i g g e s t b e i n g l a s t a v a i l a b l e f rom P e r c y P r i o r ' s
J u n e w i t h I r i s L o v e r i d g e . Music Shop, The Octagon, High
W i t h J o h n D u n n e t t a s Wycombe. T h e y d e s e r v e o u r s u p p o r t !

A n n i e Wo o d w a r d

Dates for your dian
Saturday 25 November - N a t i o n a l T r e e Week
S u n d a y   3   D e c e m b e r   1 9 8 9

T h u r s d a y 18 J a n u a r y 1990 8pm
Royal B r i t i s h L e g i o n H a l l

T h u r s d a y 15 March 1990 8pm
Oak Room, Town Hall

Thursday 19 April 1990 7.45pm
Royal B r i t i s h L e g i o n H a l l

Roads a n d T r a n s p o r t S t e p h e n J o s e p h
o f T r a n s p o r t 2000

Wycombe A r t s F e s t i v a l L e c t u r e
V e r n a c u l a r   A r c h i t e c t u r e   P r o f e s s o r
Roger S c r u t o n

AGM followed by C h i l t e r n Woodland
P r o j e c t L i m i t e d C h a r l e s M i l l s ,
C h a i r m a n o f t h e P r o j e c t

E n v i r o n m e n t Week 1990S a t u r d a y 28 A p r i l - Monday
7 May 1990


