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Presentation of Pann
Mill drawing made to Society

Take a l o o k a t p a g e 20 o f t h e 1990 Wycombe framed, to Socie ty Chairman, Roger Lawson.
Phone Book and you wil l see a fi n e drawing
of Pann Mil l , which, a s every member knows,
i s b e i n g r e s t o r e d by the S o c i e t y . B r i a n I t was a fi n e evening, and J e f f and h i s
Honess , one o f o u r E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e co l l eague , Ian Rideout, were e n t h u s i a s t i c

members, spo t t ed it one evening and a b o u t t h e M i l l a n d i t s d e l i g h t f u l s e t t i n g
c o n t a c t e d B r i t i s h Te l e c o m ' s Phone Book on t h e Rye. We a r e h o p i n g t o be a b l e to u s e

Manager i n Oxford. His approach culminated the picture on cards, notelets, calenders
i n a ceremony a t the Mill during e t c t o s e l l t o r a i s e f u n d s f o r t h e

Envi ronment Week when J e f f P r i n c e , BT S a l e s r e s t o r a t i o n project. This was jus t o n e o f

O f fi c e Manager, presented the o r i g i n a l many p r o j e c t s up and down t h e c o u n t r y which
pen-and-ink drawing by Susan Hart, suitably BI s p o n s o r e d   d u r i n g   E n v i r o n m e n t   W e e k .
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Write with your news and views to the High Wycom6
Society Dewsletter % John Gore, 30 Wordsworth Road,

High Wycombe, Buckinghansfire HPHI 2UR.

Lorries In The Community:~

Are we on the right road?
by John Gore.

L o r r i e s p l ay an important p a r t in the Examples a r e : r o a d humps ( s l e e p i n g
operation of Bri ta in 's economy. In doing so policemen), special r o a d s u r f a c e s , r o a d
they can c r e a t e problems fo r some p e o p l e . . . narrowing and landscaping, r a i s i n g side

You c a n ' t d i s a g r e e w i t h t h a t ! These a r e the r o a d j u n c t i o n s t o t h e l e v e l o f t h e
bland opening words of a new bookle t pavement . Such schemes a r e common in the
"Lorr ies i n the Community" , a s t u d y Netherlands and West Germany i n p a r t i c u l a r
publ i shed by the Civic Tr u s t , the County and s h o u l d be e n c o u r a g e d h e r e .
S u r v e y o r s ' S o c i e t y a n d t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f
T r a n s p o r t , wh ich i s o b t a i n a b l e t h r o u g h HM
S t a t i o n e r y O f fi c e . We c a n n o t i m a g i n e how
o u r p r e s e n t - d a y way o f l i f e c o u l d f u n c t i o n
w i t h o u t l o r r i e s t o t r a n s p o r t e s s e n t i a l
goods, ye t l o r r i e s with t h e i r accompanying
s i ze , noise and smell a re an abomination t o
o t h e r r o a d u s e r s and to the i n h a b i t a n t s of
s t r e e t s f r e q u e n t e d by l o r r i e s .

Transhipment, that i s , the use of l a rg e
v e h i c l e s for the major par t of the journey
and smal le r ones for local d e l i v e r y, i s
a n o t h e r method of r e d u c i n g t h e impac t o f
la rge l o r r i e s on towns. It i s argued tha t
t r a n s f e r o f goods a t an out-of- town depot
is too c o s t l y, but what i s the t rue cos t to
the e n v i r o n m e n t by way o f damage a n d
p o l l u t i o n c a u s e d by l a r g e l o r r i e s i n towns?

T h i s b o o k l e t r e v i e w s t h e impact made by
l o r r i e s on the environment, and cons ide r s
m e a s u r e s   t h a t   c a n   b e   t a k e n   t o   r e d u c e t h e

c o n fl i c t b e t w e e n l o r r i e s and the community;
for e x a m p l e , specia l routes, s e p a r a t i o n by
b a r r i e r s , r a i s e d footways, and s t r a t e g i c
t r e e a n d s h r u b p l a n t i n g . In r e s i d e n t i a l
areas there are numerous t r a f fi c "calming"
m e a s u r e s which c a n be t aken to d e t e r
t h r o u g h t r a f fi c a n d r e d u c e n u i s a n c e , a l l
t r a f fi c , that i s , not j u s t l o r r i e s .

As t h e m a x i m u m s i z e of c e r t a i n l o r r y t y p e s
h a s been i n c r e a s e d t h i s y e a r , and the
maximum g r o s s w e i g h t o f o t h e r t y p e s w i l l b e
increased yet again in January 1993, the
n e e d f o r a c t i o n i s u r g e n t .

T h i s b o o k l e t w i l l i n t e r e s t a l l who a r e
c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t he impact o f t h e l o r r y o n
people and p l ace s , and that means a l l of
u s ! Get y o u r s e l f a copy!
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Chiltern tiloodland Project
S c e n e : D e r e l i c t C h i l t e r n W o o d l a n d . W i t h b e e c h t r e e s
e i t h e r d y i n g o r o f p o o r s p i n d l y q u a l i t y .

E n t e r : C h a r l e s M i l l s , J o h n M o r r i s a n d C h i l t e r n W o o d l a n d
P r o j e c t t e a m .

R e s u l t : W e l l - m a n a g e d p l a n t a t i o n of y o u n g b e e c h a n d
o t h e r n a t i v e s p e c i e s w i t h e x c e l l e n t p r o s p e c t s f o r
f u t u r e p r o fi t a b l e e c o n o m i c r e t u r n a n d h i g h l a n d s c a p e
v a l u e .

Char les M i l l s , who is Chairman of C h i l t e r n Woodland
P r o j e c t L t d a n d a V i c e c h a i r m a n o f t h e C h i l t e r n S o c i e t y
became i n c r e a s i n g l y c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e c o n d i t i o n o f
m a n y o f t h e C h i l t e r n b e e c h w o o d s a n d c o n s i d e r e d t h a t
t h e w o o d s , o n e o f t h e e s s e n t i a l f e a t u r e s o f t h e
C h i l t e r n l a n d s c a p e , c o u l d d i s a p p e a r w i t h i n the
f o r e s e e a b l e f u t u r e . The e x c e p t i o n a l g a l e s o f O c t o b e r
1 9 8 7 a n d J a n u a r y 1 9 9 0 h a d w o r s e n e d t h e s i t u a t i o n .

T h e   p r o j e c t   w a s t h e r e f o r e s t a r t e d t o e n c o u r a g e o w n e r st o m a n a g e t h e i r w o o d l a n d s m o r e e f f e c t i v e l y a n d m o r ee f fi c i e n t l y f o r t h e i r own a n d t h e p u b l i c b e n e fi t .
P r a c t i c a l w o r k w a s d o n e t o s h o w o w n e r s e x a m p l e s o f g o o d
w o o d l a n d m a n a g e m e n t . F o r t u n a t e l y i n r e c e n t y e a r s b o t h
t h e B u c k s C o u n t y C o u n c i l a n d Wycombe D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l
h a v e r e c o g n i s e d t h e n e e d f o r a f o r e s t r y p r o g r a m m e a n d
a r e p r o v i d i n g t h e P r o j e c t w i t h a g e n e r o u s p r o p o r t i o n o f
i t s f u n d i n g . I t i s h o w e v e r b e c o m i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y s e l f -
s u f fi c i e n t . (Wycombe D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l i s a b o u t t o
l a u n c h i t s own Wo o d l a n d S t r a t e g y : we h o p e t o p u b l i s hmore a b o u t t h i s i n our n e x t e d i t i o n . )

C h a r l e s M i l l s m a d e s p e c i a l m e n t i o n o f P r o j e c t w o r k i n
Bottom Wood, near Radnage, w h i c h i s o w n e d by t h e
C h i l t e r n Soc ie ty. It i s w e l l w o r t h a v i s i t . A l e a fl e t
a b o u t i t i s a v a i l a b l e f rom t h e C h i l t e r n S o c i e t y .



? some mycombe memories
f a r t t w o

2 by Thelma Elizabeth Vernon
The fi r s t sound in the ea r ly morning was hour or more. When the wind was in the
the hoo te r s . They went off a t 6am, one r ight d i r e c t i o n , I could hear the sweet
a f t e r another. Then work s t a r t e d in the sound of the b e l l s o f Hughenden Church
chair factories, so much more hand-work coming a long the v a l l e y as I lay in bed.
then , r e q u i r i n g much more t ime t h a n
t o d a y. Much o f t h e sound came from t h e Eve ry Sunday I was t a k e n to m o r n i n g
w e s t end o f the town, b u t some from t h e church, and Denis, too. I longed to see
T o t t e r i d g e Road a r e a . Most o f o u r women b e t t e r what was g o i n g on. At fi r s t I was
s e r v a n t s c o u l d d o c a n i n g a n d were v e r y o n l y h a l f way u p t o t h e back o f t h e c h a i r
s k i l l e d a t it. The spider-web p a t t e r n was i n front. It was e x c i t i n g when o c c a s i o n -
a t rue work of a r t . Thei r mothers used to a l l y t h e Mayor a n d C o r p o r a t i o n came. I

s i t o n d o o r s t e p s i n t h e w e s t e n d o r S t was t a k e n w i t h t h e M a y o r ' s r e d r o b e a n d
Mary Street some fine days, and we liked c h a i n , and I thought the M a c e b e a r e r and
to watch them if Nanny would stop! Our B e a d l e w o n d e r f u l men in t h e c l o t h e s
usual walks were r a t h e r d u l l , r i g h t down belonging to ano ther age. I noted with
Priory Avenue, because Esme was i n a p r i d e i n the p r o c e s s i o n the m a j e s t i c
go-cart, or along Totteridge Road. Once bearded fi g u r e of my g r a n d f a t h e r in h i s
o r t w i c e we w e r e t a k e n i n t o a w o n d e r f u l d a r k b l u e A l d e r m a n ' s gown. I l o v e d t h e

p l a c e where t h e r e were a l o t o f s t o n e s , sound o f t h e o r g a n p l a y e d by Mr George
and two simply lovely l i t t l e s tone lambs, Andrews. He knew a l l t he p s a l m s by h e a r t

and b i g p i e c e s o f w h i t e m a r b l e t o p i c k up a n d r o a r e d away whenever the s e a was

and look a t , but not t o take away. We m e n t i o n e d . When the C o r p o r a t i o n came he
t a l k e d r a t h e r e x c i t e d l y a b o u t " t h e d e a r g o t a s i d e s m a n w i t h a w h i t e h a n d k e r c h i e f
l i t t l e s tone lambs" and Mummy r e a l i s e d it t o s t a n d just inside the south door (no
must be t h e cemetery. So to our g r e a t w h i r l y g i g t h e n ! , who w a v e d t h e w h i t e
disappointment we were stopped from going s i g n a l when t h e fi r s t o f t h e p r o c e s s i o n

t h e r e . took a s t e p i n s i d e , whereupon Mr Andrews
would f a i r l y l e t go with "God Save the

I h a d a room a t t h e t op o f t h e h o u s e , and King" to greet them a l l the way up the
used to kneel by the window looking down n a v e .

on B o r s h a n s , in a t h i c k e t o f t r e e s and
sh rubs , r i g h t over the Wycombe v a l l e y t o Mr. Andrews was s u c h a good man, a n d he
Dawes H i l l a n d i t s t r e e s a n d p a r k . On a bef r iended Old Wally. (This was Walter
S a t u r d a y i n e a r l y w i n t e r I would some- Simonds o r some such name, who had l o s t
times watch the sun going down, very red, some o f h i s w i t s , and made a s o r t o f
behind the black s i l h o u e t t e s of t r ees on l i v ing by sc rap ing the roads a f t e r the
top of Tom Burt 's Hill , and hear the last h o r s e s and would a r r i v e w i t h h i s l i t t l e
s t r a i n s of a r e a l band playing on the homemade wooden t r o l l e y t o s e l l t h e
foo tba l l ground below. In t h i s q u i e t e r m a n u r e . ) Mr Andrews among o t h e r t h i n g s
Wycombe I c o u l d h e a r t h e P a r i s h Church gave him the p o s t of pumping t h e organ.
clock s t r i k i n g , and the chimes tha t The r e s u l t was t h a t t h e s i g h t o f t h i s
p l a y e d e v e r y t h r e e h o u r s u n t i l 6pm. On a s t r a n g e fi g u r e pumping away was too much
Saturday they played "There ' s a Friend f o r t h e c h o i r b o y s as t h e y swept p a s t him
for l i t t l e c h i l d r e n , Above the b r i g h t on t h e i r way from the v e s t r y, and they
blue sky." This one had been given by a r r r i v e d   a t   t h e   c h o i r   s t a l l s i n a s t a t e

Grandpa Vernon i n memory of h i s youngest o f g i g g l e s .
daughter, Aunt Ivy, who had died at 10
y e a r s o f a g e b e f o r e I was born. Then On a more s t a t e l y n o t e was the e n t r a n c e
there was the b e l l r ing ing , which I grew o f L o r d a n d L a d y C a r r i n g t o n a n d t h e i r

to love, especia l ly bell p rac t i ce on a family. They came in by t h e s m a l l S o u t h
weekday n igh t when they would ring for an door, Lady Carr ington leading l i t t l e Lord

Turn to page five



The Mayor in procession in 1908:
from page four
Wendover, the o n l y son , a l o v e l y chi ld .
The came Lord Carrington, who later
became t h e Marquess o f L i n c o l n s h i r e , in

morning c o a t , c a r r y i n g h i s top hat. They
made f o r t h e c h a n c e l a n d t h e i r s e a t s

t h e r e u p o n t h e s o u t h side. We though t
them v e r y d i s t i n g u i s h e d , a s they

c e r t a i n l y were . The fi v e d a u g h t e r s in
t h e i r ' t e e n s were handsome g i r l s . My
special devotion later was t o Lady Myee,
who became Vi s c o u n t e s s Bury, but a l a s she
d i e d o f h e a r t f a i l u r e b e f o r e s h e c o u l d

become Countess o f Albemarle. Lord
W e n d o v e r   d i e d   o f   w o u n d s   i n   t h e   W a r   a t   t h e

age o f 20. The fami ly neve r go t over it.
The s l a u g h t e r i n t h e G r e a t War was beyond

words. Much of the cream of Wycombe never
came b a c k .

( I n our n e x t i s s u e , Thelma Vernon
c o n c l u d e s h e r r e m i n i s c e n c e s o f p r e - 1 9 1 4

High Wycombe w i t h r e c o l l e c t i o n s o f cows

pas tu r ing on t h e Rye a n d o f the t r a n s p o r t

of the day.)

A s t h e Were
AS WE WERE - FROM THE NEWSLETTER FILE

10 YEARS AGO (NO 41) SUMMER 1980

Wycombe D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l P l a n P o l i c y
Document on T r a n s p o r t a t i o n p u b l i s h e d :
S o c i e t y o p p o s e s a l l o p t i o n s as t h e s e
involve massive road works; Cressex
h o u s i n g d e v e l o p m e n t : C r e s s e x
Residents' Assoc ia t ion f e a r s higher
d e n s i t y h o u s i n g w i l l p l a c e i n t o l e r a b l e
b u r d e n s on r o a d s a n d o t h e r a m e n i t i e s .

20 YEARS AGO (NO 5) MAY 1970

Vi c e - P r e s i d e n t P a t r i c k R e y n t i e n s '
t h o u g h t s o n how t o i m p r o v e t h e R ive r
Wye; S o c i e t y s u b m i t s p r o p o s a l s for
c o n s e r v a t i o n a r e a s a t T e r r i e r s G r e e n
a n d West Wycombe; S o c i e t y o p p o s e s
e r e c t i o n o f 107 h o u s e s by Deangarden
Wood: Deangarden Wood RA formed;
B a t t l e t o t r y t o s a v e O l d C h e q u e r s I n n
c o n t i n u e s .

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The 1990 AGM was held on 19 April, about 60
members b e i n g p resen t , and w i t h Roger Lawson
in the chair. The Hon S e c ' s Annual Report
showed t h a t 1989/90 was another a c t i v e year
for the Society, with the c e l e b r a t i o n of our
21st a n n i v e r s a r y being a highlight . Member
sh ip had increased to 372, and a f fi l i a t e d
s o c i e t i e s had a l s o i n c r e a s e d in number to
34, including 16 r e s i d e n t s ' a s s o c i a t i o n s .
The Hon Tr e a s u r e r ' s r e p o r t showed tha t the
Society's finances were in good shape with a
balance of £1025 at the end of the 1989/90
fi n a n c i a l year. Subscr ip t ions would
t h e r e f o r e remain unchanged. Tr ibu te s were
p a i d to the many p e o p l e who had c o n t r i b u t e d
to the S o c i e t y ' s a c t i v i t i e s .

The f o l l o w i n g O f fi c e r s and E x e c u t i v e
Commit tee members we re e l e c t e d :

P r e s i d e n t : Mr L J Mayes
Vi c e - p r e s i d e n t s : Miss M Nash and C I l r Mrs K
P e a t e y J P
Chairman: Mr R Lawson (HW 28047)
Vi c e - c h a i r m a n : Mrs E Roe (HW 32575)
Hon S e c r e t a r y : Mr J Gore (HW 26671)
H o n   T r e a s u r e r   :   M r   N   G i l e s
Committee: Mr C Adams (HW 28996), Mr B
Honess (HW 37242), Mrs P Kearney (Public
ations), Mrs M King (HW 23968) (Pann Mill
Group), Mrs P Ph i l l i p s (HW 31049), Mr R J
Rippington, Mr J Scruton (HW 25933)
(Planning Secretary), Mr R L Sims (HW
440800) (Minutes Secretary), Mrs J Tully
(Penn 3253), Mr R Williams, Mrs A Woodward
(HW 27978) (Membership Secre ta ry)

This l e a v e s one vacancy on the Commit tee
which may be fi l l e d by co option.
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Booker m o t o r w a y
service area inqury ~ J. Gore

The old Lady Verney High School had a t o s u c c e e d in t h e i r fi g h t t o p r e s e r v e
b r i e f resurgence o f l i f e when the Booker t h e i r a n c i e n t common a n d w o o d s i n t a c t f o r

Motoring Service Area (MSA) Public In- the enjoyment o f fu tu re gene ra t i ons .
quiry opened there on 24 January. Va n -
da l s had c l e a r l y been a t work, but worse
w a s t o c o m e . On t h e f o l l o w i n g d a y,
t h e r o o f o f t h e a s s e m b l y h a l l was damaged
in the ga l e s which swept across the
c o u n t r y c a u s i n g s o much damage t o o u r
woods and b u i l d i n g s . F o r t h e r e m a i n d e r

of the Inqu i ry, a dozen bucke t s c o l l e c t e d

The Inqui ry c losed on S t Va l e n t i n e ' s Day
(14th February) • As b e fi t t e d t h e day a n d
t o c e l e b r a t e the end o f a 3-week hear-
ing, during which at least a ton of paper
must have been fi l e d , e r s t w h i l e oppo-
n e n t s g o o d - n a t u r e d l y exchanged j o k e y
V a l e n t i n e c a r d s .

raindrops coming in through holes in the
r o o f . Mobil O i l Co L t d were a p p e a l i n g
a g a i n s t Wycombe D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l ' s rejec-
t ion of t h e i r planning appl ica t ion to
b u i l d a MSA on b o t h s i d e s of t h e M40
between Booker Common and Wycombe Air Park.
Ranged a g a i n s t Mobil were the Department

It w i l l be some months b e f o r e the In-
spec to r (Mr. Cummings) makes h i s recommen-
d a t i o n s , p r o b a b l y n o t b e f o r e t h e P u b l i c
I n q u i r y i n t o the Te t s w o r t h MSA a p p l i c a t i o r
which, not s u r p r i s i n g l y, South Oxfordshire
D i s t r i c t Counci l and loca l r e s i d e n t s t h e r e
a r e a l s o o p p o s i n g .of Transport, who wants to put the MSA

a t Te t s w o r t h i n Sou th Oxon, WDC, Booker
Common and Woods P ro t ec t i on Socie ty, JOHN GORE

Chi l t e rns Against MSA Ltd (CAMSA) ,
Wycombetir Park, the C h i l t e r n Soc ie ty, the
l o c a l R a m b l e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n , our own
S o c i e t y and o t h e r s . B o o k e r G l i d i n g C l u b
unexpectedly withdrew t h e i r opposi t ion a t
t h e l a s t m i n u t e .

E v e r y o n e a c k n o w l e d g e s t h a t M S A s a r e

needed a t i n t e r v a l s along motorways, but
a l l o f M o b i l ' s o p p o n e n t s p o i n t e d o u t t h e
g r o s s   u n s u i t a b i l i t y   o f   t h e   B o o k e r   s i t e :

Send your news to John
Gore a t 30 Wordsworth Road
High Wycombe, Brderngham-

i t i s in t h e G r e e n B e l t and C h i l t e r n s Area
of Outstanding Natural beauty (AONB);
i t i s dangerously close t o an a i r fi e l d ,
which, surpr is ingly, has the third
h i g h e s t number o f a i r c r a f t movements i n
t h e UK a f t e r H e a t h r o w and G a t w i c k ; i t
would c a u s e some p l e a s a n t p u b l i c f o o t -
p a t h s b e t w e e n Booker a n d Lane End t o b e
r o u t e d t h r o u g h wha t wou ld u n d o u b t e d l y
be an u r b a n - s t y l e d e v e l o p m e n t ;Final yan-style devete antona pour litterblitz :t i o n a f f e c t i n g human, an ima l
l i f e .
B o o k e r Coomon a n d Wo o d s P r o t e c t i o n
Socie ty led by t h e i r Chairman, Allen
Duggin, and t h e i r legal r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,
H e r b e r t P o l l a r d , had a s s e m b l e d c o m p r e h e n -
s i v e e v i d e n c e a n d h a d b r i e f e d e x p e r t wit-
n e s s e s t o s u p p o r t t h e i r c a u s e in a David
v G o l i a t h - t y p e c o n t e s t . They d e s e r v e

The e n v i r o n s o f Wycombe were l i t t e r - f r e e a t
l eas t f o r a wh i l e in e a r l y - A p r i l , thanks to
the e f f o r t s o f some o f our a f fi l i a t e d
s o c i e t i e s : Hazlemere, Hughenden Park and
Widmer End R e s i d e n t s ' A s s o c i a t i o n s were
a m o n g those t ak ing pa r t i n L i t t e r b l i t z 1990
a t the end of March.
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Vernacula r

Axchitecture
The classical ly-proport ioned Oak Room was
an a p p r o p r i a t e s e t t i n g f o r Roger S c r u t o n ' s

Wycombe Arts F e s t i v a l l e c t u r e (15 March) .
Our Planning Secretary, Jack Scruton,
whose good o f fi c e s had made i t p o s s i b l e

f o r h i s e m i n e n t s o n t o a c c e p t o u r i n v i t a -

t i o n to speak, had feared that the t i t l e
'Vernacular A r c h i t e c t u r e ' would be o f f p u t -

t i n g . He n e e d n o t h a v e w o r r i e d . I n

t h e event, a l l s e a t s were taken, a n d l a t e -

comers fi l l e d t h e back and s i d e s o f t h e

hall.

loger, who is P r o f e s s o r of A e s t h e t i c s a t
Birkbeck College, London University, was
d e v a s t a t i n g l y c r i t i c a l o f much m o d e r n i s t

a r c h i t e c t u r e . Man y modern tower b locks ,
he said, consisted of tier upon t i e r of
i d e n t i c a l fl o o r s p i l e d one on t o p o f t h e

o t h e r ; some r e m i n d e d h i m o f s e t s o f

d e n t u r e s . R e i n f o r c e d c o n c r e t e b u i l d i n g s

d i d not have t h e fl e x i b i l i t y o f u s e o f

c l a s s i c a l des igns , and were n o t we lcoming

t o p e o p l e ; o f t e n i t was d i f fi c u l t e v e n

t o fi n d the e n t r a n c e . They w e r e n o t

e v e n c h e a p e r t o r u n t a k e n o v e r t h e long
t e r m . Followers of Le Corbus ie r, the
s o - c a l l e d f a t h e r of modern a r c h i t e c t u r e ,
had ignored the p l e a s i n g p r o p o r t i o n s and
a t t e n t i o n t o d e t a i l w h i c h c h a r a c t e r i s e d

c l a s s i c a l d e s i g n . They had f o r g o t t e n
now to make use o f shadow and s u n l i g h t .
From t h e l a t e 1 8 t h to t h e e a r l y 2 0 t h

c e n t u r y , even l o c a l b u i l d e r s had a c c e s s to

c a t a l o g u e s S h a n g d e t a i l s o f c l a s s i c a l

columns, p l i n t h s and e n t a b l a t u r e s en-

a b l i n g them to produce s a t i s f y i n g vernacu-
la r buildings which blended harmoniously
w i t h   t h e i r   s u r r o u n d i n g s . L e a r n i n g how t o
d r a w c l a s s i c a l d e s i g n s s h o u l d be put back

on t o e v e r y m o d e r n a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t u d e n t ' s
t r a i n i n g p rogramme.

To t h o s e of us who i n s t i n c t i v e l y d i s l i k e
tower blocks and m u l t i - s t o r e y c a r p a r k s ,
Roger S c r u t o n gave a r e a s o n e d p h i l o s o p h y
of why we p r e f e r c l a s s i c a l b u i l d i n g s .

JOHN GORE

P r o f e s s o r Roger S c r u t o n

Reproduced by k i n d p e r m i s s i o n o f Mr C o l l e t

and t h e Sunday Te legraph

Deu affiliations:
We a r e v e r y p l e a s e d to welcome t h e a f fi l i a t i o n

t o t h e S o c i e t y o f :

Wycombe S D P
Wycombe P e a c e C o u n c i l

We a l s o warmly welcome the f o l l o w i n g new

m e m b e r s   :

Miss I O'Brien, Church Lane, West Wycombe

Mr M G Stone, West Wycombe Road, High Wycombe

Mr R FS Vere, School Close, High Wycombe

Ms J Wassell, London Road, High Wycombe



At t h e J a n u a r y m e e t i n g of t h e H e r i t a g e
Group, Ner idah Wy a t t - S p r a t t , t h e new
Museum O f fi c e r , came to talk to us about
her work a t t h e Museum and p l a n s f o r t h e
f u t u r e . This made for a very i n t e r e s t i n g
e v e n i n g , and Ner idah c l e a r l y has l i m i t e d
d e d i c a t i o n and e n t h u s i a s m f o r h e r t a s k .
She e x p l a i n e d that her c h i e f p r i o r i t y is
with the care , c o l l e c t i o n and documenta-
t i o n of i tems, and was p l e a s e d to r e p o r t
t h a t t h e r e h a d b e e n a v e r y g o o d r e s p o n s e
t o a r e c e n t appea l f o r v o l u n t e e r s to h e l p
w i t h t h e v a r i o u s p r o j e c t s . Apparently,
the re are many a r t e f a c t s in the Bodger 's
H u t a t t h e b a c k of t h e b u i l d i n g w h i c h
need s o r t i n g . Also, some 1000 unidenti-
fi e d p h o t o s have been d i s c o v e r e d .

N e r i d a h i s d e t e r m i n e d to make t h e Museum
more p o p u l a r and a c c e s s i b l e , and aims t o
e n c o u r a g e c h i l d r e n to v i s i t . The e d u c a -

t i o n a l m a t e r i a l i s t o be u p d a t e d in
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e new N a t i o n a l C u r r i c u -
l u m .

A fi r e a l a r m and s e c u r i t y s y s t e m 1 S   b e i n a

fi t t e d , and the Museum w i l l be c l o s e d f o r
a t i m e i n 1991 f o r some r e f u r b i s h m e n t .

L a s t November, I accompanied a p a r t y o f
seven and e igh t year o l d s from my daugh-
t e r ' s s c h o o l (Sands F i r s t ) on a v i s i t t o
t h e Museum a n d t h e U r b a n S t u d i e s C e n t r e
i n G o r d o n Road. I h a d n ' t b e e n o n a

s choo l o u t i n g since I was about twelve,
and I t h o r o u g h l y e n j o y e d m y s e l f - it made
a g r ea t change from doing my husband's
o f fi c e work o r b a t t l i n g round t h e super-
m a r k e t !

By Denise Lindsen
When we a r r ived a t the Museum, we were m e t

by David Dyson, a gentleman imbued with an
i n f e c t i o u s enthusiasm, p a r t i c u l a r l y use fu l
when d e a l i n g with c h i l d r e n ! The c h i l d -
ren's project was centred on Windsor
c h a i r s , so we were told the h i s t o r y of
t h e s e , l o o k e d at many examples, and the
p u p i l s had a work s h e e t wi th q u e s t i o n s t o
answer, and some drawing to do. We a l s o

s p e n t some time in the Bodger's Hut, and
t h e c h i l d r e n were a l l o w e d to spend some
money in the shop. Later, we a l l walked
down to the Urban Studies Centre, housed
in p a r t of the o l d s c h o o l i n G o r d o n R o a d
(near B u t l e r ' s ) . It is a lways a g r e a t
p i t y when schools are closed down, but
t h i s b u i l d i n g has at l e a s t been put to
very good use, and in fact, part of i t is
u s e d a s a N u r s e r y S c h o o l . o I h a d n e v e r
been to a C e n t r e b e f o r e , so t h i s was
q u i t e a t r e a t f o r me! T h e r e a r e l o t s o f

b o o k s , m o d e l s and e x h i b i t s c o n c e r n e d w i t h
the h i s t o r y and development o f t h e t o w n

and i ts bu i ld ings , and I was sorry I
d i d n ' t have more t i m e t o l o o k a r o u n d .
Anyway, the ch i ldren were shown a s h o r t

fi l m on the h i s to ry of chair-making,
and then had a go a t making a t i n y model
o f a Windsor cha i r. All t o o soon we had
t o g o . I am s u r e t h a t t h e c h i l d r e n
en joyed t h e i r day and r e a l l y d i d l e a r n
s o m e t h i n g - I know I d i d !

And the Urban S t u d i e s C e n t r e i s a g r e a t
c o n c e p t . E v e r y town s h o u l d have one!
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newas on the planning front
APPEALS AND PUBLIC INQUIRIES

T h e number o f a p p e a l s a g a i n s t r e f u s a l o f p l a n n i n g
a p p l i c a t i o n s seem t o be i n c r e a s i n g a l l t h e t i m e a n d t h e y
c a u s e a g r e a t d e a l of e x t r a work f o r a l l c o n c e r n e d . O f t e n
we s u p p o r t t h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l by means o f w r i t t e n
s t a t e m e n t s to the Department of the Environment, but some
c a l l f o r a t t e n d a n c e a t P u b l i c I n q u i r i e s .

Two I n q u i r i e s a r e p e n d i n g a n d t h e S o c i e t y h o p e s t o s u p p o r t
t h e C o u n c i l a n d l o c a l r e s i d e n t s b y a p p e a r i n g . One c o n c e r n s
t h e p r o p o s a l t o b u i l d 100 t o 120 h o u s e s o n t h e J o h n N o r t h
P l a y i n g F i e l d s o f Marlow H i l l , and the o t h e r i s concerned
w i t h t h e t h r e a t t o t h e R e d f o r d s P l a y i n g F i e l d a t
To t t e r i d g e , which i s such a g r e a t a s s e t   t o   l o c a l   r e s i d e n t s .

B o t h i n q u i r i e s a r e t h e r e s u l t o f t h e C o u n t y C o u n c i l ' s
d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o d i s p o s e o f t h e p l a y i n g fi e l d s f o r t h e
m a x i m u m p r o fi t . Mr P a t t e n , t h e M i n i s t e r f o r t h e
E n v i r o n m e n t , h a s r e c e n t l y m a d e t h e e n c o u r a g i n g s t a t e m e n t
t h a t t h e p o l i c y f o r t h e u s e o f u r b a n l a n d " i s n o t a c a l l t o
s a c r i f i c e t h e p l a y i n g fi e l d s , a l l o t m e n t s a n d p r i v a t e
g a r d e n s w h i c h p r o v i d e s u c h v a l u a b l e o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r
r e c r e a t i o n i n o u r t o w n s a n d s u b u r b s . "

F o o t b a l l G r o u n d - P r a c t i c e p i t c h a t S a n d s :

The renewed a p p l i c a t i o n f o r a s e c o n d p r a c t i c e p i t c h S a n d s
r e f u s e d by t h e D i s t r i c t c o u n c i l . We m u s t r e m a i n

v i g i l a n t a b o u t f u r t h e r a p p l i c a t i o n s
h o p e

t o g a i n p e r m i s s i o n . We
o u r C o u n c i l w i l l m a i n t a i n i t s d e f e n c e o f t h e G r e e n

B e l t a n d AONB.

G r o w t h o f H i g h Wy c o m b e :

T h e r e i s g r o w i n g c o n c e r n i n some q u a r t e r s , and t h i s i s
s h a r e d by y o u r C o m m i t t e e , t h a t t h e i n c r e a s e n h o u s i n g a n d
o t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t s i n H i g h Wycombe a n d D i s t r i c t a r e c a u s i n g
p r o b l e m s w i t h t r a f fi c a n d t h e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e g e n e r a l l y .
S t r u c t u r e p l a n fi g u r e s , w h i c h s h o u l d e x e r c i s e some c o n t r o l ,
s e e m t o h a v e b e e n l e f t . f a r b e h i n d , and the town seems
uncomfor tab ly f u l l , wi th a s e r i o u s l o s s o f o p e n a r e a s ,
g a r d e n s and p l a y i n g fi e l d s c o u p l e d w i t h i n c r e a s i n g t r a f fi c .
T h e r e i s a g e n e r a l f e e l i n g t h a t t h e town n e e d s a b r e a k f r o m
t h e r e l e n t l e s s p r e s s u r e i n o r d e r t o c o m e t o t e r m s w i t h
r e c e n t d e v e l o p m e n t s . I t wou ld b e i n t e r e s t i n g t o h e a r t h e
v i e w s o f o u r m e m b e r s a n d a f fi l i a t e d o r g a n i s a t i o n s .

H E R I T A G E G R O U P

Old Grammar School, Easton Street:
D e s p i t e s t r e n u o u s e f f o r t s by o u r D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l and t h i s



S o c i e t y, the o l d Grammar School in Eas ton S t r e e t i s doomed,
e x c e p t f o r t h e m o c k e r y o f a f r o n t f a c a d e , a n d i n i t s p l a c e
t h e r e i s t o be a l a r g e s p e c u l a t i v e o f fi c e b lock , which w i l l
b e c o n t r a r y t o a l l a c c e p t e d p o l i c i e s . T h e r e w i l l b e a v e r y
c o n s i d e r a b l e i n c r e a s e i n t r a f fi c a t t h e h e a r t o f t h e To w n
C o n s e r v a t i o n A r e a a n d t h e l o s s o f t h e u n i q u e s e q u e n c e o f
G r a m m a r S c h o o l e d u c a t i o n i n t h e town. T h i s i s a v e r y
s e r i o u s b low a n d t h e r e s u l t o f G o v e r n m e n t p o l i c y in
p e r s u a d i n g t h e C o u n t y t o   u s e   i t s   a s s e t s   t o   g a i n m a x i m u m

p r o fi t .

B u i l d i n g s a t r i s k a n d fl y p o s t i n g :

T h e n u m b e r o f b u i l d i n g s w h i c h a r e b o a r d e d up i n
c e n t r e h a s i n c r e a s e d , and t h i s i s worry ing , e s p e c i a l l y wi th
r e g a r d t o l i s t e d b u i l d i n g s a n d t h e e f f e c t o n t h e T o w n
C o n s e r v a t i o n Area. The i n c r e a s e does , however, p l e a s e the
s t e a l t h y , n o c t u r n a l band who c r e e p round the town c o v e r i n g
t h e e m p t y b u i l d i n g s w i t h p o s t e r s . The H e r i t a g e G r o u p h o p e s
t o c a r r y o u t a s u r v e y i n o r d e r t o h e l p t h e C o u n c i l r e d u c e
t h e menace, b u t we a l l r e a l i s e i t i s a d i f fi c u l t problem.

The pictures on pages 5 and & are copied from The Book of
Wombe by Juan Sparkes, publishied by Barracuda Booke

Diary dates :
Thursday 7 J u n e 1990 8pm Caring for the Environment David
Royal B r i t i s h Legion Hall Turner of the Forward Planning
S t Mary S t r e e t Group, Wycombe D i s t r i c t Council

Thursday 25 October 1990 8pm
(Note change o f da te )
Royal B r i t i s h L e g i o n H a l l
S t Mary S t r e e t

R e g e n e r a t i o n o f H i s t o r i c Towns
Roger Higman, Campaign Manager,
Civ ic Trust Regeneration Unit
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