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New thinking on transport
In July, about 200 c o p i e s o f the newly -pub l i shed High Wycombe Soc ie ty

b o o k l e t New Thinking on Transport were sent to a l l County and D i s t r i c t
Councillors, to key County and Distr ict o f fi c i a l s , to certain local firms
and o t h e r o rg a n i s a t i o n s , and to the local Press. The 16-page book le t puts
forward the S o c i e t y ' s views on local road proposals and c a l l s on the local
p l a n n i n g and t r a n s p o r t a u t h o r i t i e s to :

(a) Abandon out of date plans for c o s t l y new roads, such as the d e s t r u c t i v e
N o r t h e r n R e l i e f Road

(b) Adopt an e n v i r o n m e n t - f r i e n d l y a p p r o a c h which c o n s e r v e s e n e rg y and makes
the most e f fi c i e n t use of present roads for t r a f fi c and p e d e s t r i a n s

(c) Develop the new t h i n k i n g on t r a n s p o r t which h a s a l r e a d y r e s u l t e d i n
r a d i c a l measu re s b e i n g implemented i n many p l a c e s a r o u n d the w o r l d .

The S o c i e t y has h e l d s t r o n g views on the N o r t h e r n R e l i e f Road s i n c e i t w a s
fi r s t proposed over 10 years ago, arguing that it would not make much impact
on the Wycombe's t r a f fi c problems, but that i t would cause t r e m e n d o u s
de s t ruc t ion of the town's environment.

The b o o k l e t r e f e r s t o i n c r e a s i n g w o r l d - w i d e c o n c e r n a b o u t the e f f e c t s of
t r a f fi c a s a m a j o r c o n t r i b u t o r to the greenhouse e f f e c t , and reviews a c t i o n
being taken in many other coun t r i e s to reduce car usage and hence to r e d u c e
the p r e s s u r e t o b u i l d new r o a d s . I t i s our s i n c e r e h o p e t h a t , a s a r e s u l t o f
our i n i t i a t i v e in publishing th i s booklet, the local a u t h o r i t i e s willi n s t i t u t e f r e s h s t u d i e s i n t o t r a f fi c in High Wycombe and d i s t r i c t , and move
t o w a r d s a m o r e envi ronment- f r iendly t r anspo r t po l i cy.

Our t h a n k s are due to the S o c i e t y ' s Roads Group who produced the booklet ,
and, in p a r t i c u l a r , to Elsa Woodward, the Group convenor, who has put in a
t r e m e n d o u s a m o u n t o f time and e f f o r t s tudy ing l o c a l t r a f fi c and r e s e a r c h i n g
i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e s p o n s e s to t r a f fi c problems.

ROGER LAWSON
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Some Ulycombe Memories
Thelma E l i z a b e t h Ve r n o n

Denis a n d I l o v e d t r a i n s , and w e r e [cow. I t was a s c l e v e r a s t h e o t h e r s
c o n s c i o u s a lways o f t h e c l o s e n e s s o f the knowing where it l i v e d . It would l e a v e
R a i l w a y S t a t i o n . Fo r a y e a r o r two a t 9 the l i t t l e p r o c e s s i o n up E a s t o n S t r e e t
and 10 y e a r s we went to Miss Maud N o r t h ' s a n d t u r n i n t o C r e n d o n Lane on i t s own a n d
P r e p a r a t o r y School on P r i o r y Hill. When s l o w l y p r o c e e d up Amersham H i l l u n t i l it
l u n c h t i m e c a m e w e f a i r l y r a n down P r i o r y c a m e to t h e d o u b l e g a t e s of H i l l s i d e
Avenue to get to the S t a t i o n t o s e e t h e where it would s t a n d and moo. Then B a t e s
s i g h t of the day: the Manchester E x p r e s s . the g a r d e n e r would come down, open t h e
I t came in in grand s t y l e , and a t ten to ga te and escort the cow to i t s shed where
one, with tremendous no i se , i t s t a r t e d i t was milked, o f t en we c h i l d r e n watching
off on i t s long journey. It was absolute- behind our fence hidden by bushes.
l y t h e t h r i l l o f t h e day. I c a n j u s t
remember t h e fi r s t a r r i v a l o f t h e G r e a t Tremendous c h a n g e s came a f t e r the F i r s t
Cent ra l Railway ( t h i s was in 1906). The War. T h e r e w a s a n e n o r m o u s i n c r e a s e i n
e n g i n e had s e v e r a l fl a g s f o l d e d o n i t , popula t ion , many from Wales, who formed
and t h e r e were t h e Mayor and C o r p o r a t i o n , g l o r i o u s c h o i r , and g r e a t b u i l d i n g of
b u t I c o u l d not s e e wel l and was never s m a l l h o u s e s over many fie lds . I remember
s u r e i f they t r a v e l l e d a l l the way from Bowerdean Farm a t the foot o f T o t t e r i d g e
London. I was h o l d i n g my Mother 's hand. H i l l , long now a h o u s i n g e s t a t e . We u s e d

to love going to Tot ter idge Wood to play
We had a s t r i c t n u r s e r y u p b r i n g i n g , and and have a picnic. We would buy a b o t t l e
had l u n c h w i t h our p a r e n t s one a t a t ime , o f Cher ryade from Mrs R a n d a l l ' s shop. It
a n d were not a l l o w e d t o s p e a k u n l e s s was n e c t a r to u s , and then have a happy
s p o k e n t o u n t i l a b o u t t e n y e a r s o l d . We time among the b e a u t i f u l beech t r e e s ,
had 1d (one old penny) per w e e k p o c k e t looking fo r beech nuts and any wild
money, a l i t t l e more for an ou t ing . We
u s e d to g e t Nanny o r l a t e r Miss
Medicraft, our nursery governess (beloved
Medi), to take us down to Crendon Lane
(now Crendon S t r e e t ) to spend i t . We went
to Mrs Varney ' s l i t t l e shop, l a t e r taken
over by Mrs Busbridge. They were good to
u s . I do not know how i t was managed, but

would ge t a pink-covered "Books f o r
Bairns" with ta les of King Arthur's
Knights, Robin Hood etc. and two boiled
s w e e t s . T h i s was the the o l d b o t t l e - n e c k
Crendon Lane w i t h many o l d h o u s e s , and
Crendon Lane Chape l , where John Wesley
was s a i d to have preached a l l those years
ago. I was sor ry to see i t demolished
l a t e r on, but i t was d a n g e r o u s a t t h e
foot of Amersham Hill for c a r s and o t h e r
t r a f fi c .

We w a n t e d t o s e e t h e c o w s c o m e o u t o f
t h e i r p a s t u r i n g on t h e Rye a t a b o u t 3pm
each day, but noone wanted to take us. Mr
and Mrs Ralph B i r c h next doo r t o us had a

MIF YOU ASK ME, THE GRASS

I l l u s t r a t i o n by E l i z a b e t h B e a r d
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fl o w e r s . A spec ia l t r e a t was to go a t the i n t o the High S t r e e t f r o m C r e n d o n S t r e e t
t o p of the two-ho r se bus to West Wycombe: w i t h o u t a f e e l i n g o f g r e a t p l e a s u r e t h a t
t h e c o s t was 2 d ( 1 p ) e a c h ! We l o v e d Wes t I was born in such a town, in s p i t e o f
Wycombe H i l l , and loved c l i m b i n g to t h e t h e f a c t t h a t s o many u n f o r t u n a t e t h i n g s
top and s p e n d i n g t h e whole a f t e r n o o n have been done t o i t even s i n c e we l e f t ,
the re looking fo r wagwantingtons (quaking r a t h e r s ad ly, on 1 September 1954.
g r a s s ) , and a l s o v i s i t i n g the f r o n t o f
the caves, which was very e e r i e to us:
they were a l l locked up then. Another
f a v o u r i t e s p o t was Hughenden P a r k and the
s t r e a m , w i t h two s w a n s c a l l e d Mr a n d M r s
Sydney Vernon! Three gene ra t ions of
Vernons were a g e n t s to the D i s r a e l i ' s ,
who were k i n d t o u s c h i l d r e n . Each S p r i n g

(Editor 's note: We are grateful to Miss
Vernon f o r h e r d e l i g h t f u l r e m i n i s c e n c e s
o f High Wycombe in h e r c h i l d h o o d . I f a n y
m o r e o f o u r m e m b e r s h a v e s i m i l a r m e m o r i e s
w h i c h t h e y t h i n k may i n t e r e s t o u r
readers, p l e a s e get in touch with the Hon
Sec, John Gore.)

we went by the two-horse bus t o t h e Old
P r u s s i a I n n , Wycombe Marsh

(renamed King George V dur ing the War),to search for cowslips in Kings Mead, a
fl o w e r I fi n d e n c h a n t i n g t o t h i s day.

Write to:
Sof Gore

3 0   W o r d s w a c h   R S
B e f o r e t h e F i r s t War I u s e d t o be d r e s s e d
up l i k e a white sugar cake with hat to
match t o go out with much-loved Grandma High Lycobe
Ve r n o n i n h e r v i c t o r i a . James Haddock,
the coachman, was on the box with top
h a t , very smart. We used to go slowly

Buchaghamshiae
down the h i l l , through n a r r o w C r e n d o n

Lane, and then t r o t along Easton S t r ee t
t o Loudwate r, where we t u r n e d back. My
godfa ther, Mr George Wheeler, and h i s
w i f e had a s i m i l a r c a r r i a g e . They l i v e d
in a large, e a r l y 19th century house, The

where wheeler, tha hive Quiz time:
Limes, in Easton S t r e e t , long ago
demolished. Mr a n d Mrs D a n i e l Clarke , who
l i v e d i n To t t e r i d g e Road, n e a r Borshams,
a l s o h a d a v i c t o r i a . Our s e r v a n t s t o l d u s
t h e r e h a d b e e n a n a w f u l s c e n e o n e a f t e r -

In h i s book The Buildings of England -
Buckinghamshire, pub l i shed in 1960,
N i k o l a u s P e v s n e r d e s c r i b e s t h e f o l l o w i n g
house in High Wycombe:

noon j u s t a s Mrs C l a r k e was g o i n g out f o r
a drive. A poor f r igh tened s t a g and some
hounds from the Drag Hunt burs t in to the
place. Mrs C l a r k e s t o o d up i n her c a r r i -
a g e fl o u r i s h i n g h e r p a r a s o l a n d w e n t f o r
the hun t f o l l ower s . Well done, Mrs
C l a r k e !

" . . a n i n t e r e s t i n g 17th cen tu ry house with
t h r e e g a b l e s , an o v e r s a i l i n g upper fl o o r ,
quoins, a rust icated ground floor,
m u l l i o n e d and transomed windows, twocanted
o r i e l s , and a b i t of ba lu s t r ad ing a t t h e
s i l l o f t h e m i d d l e w i n d o w. I n s i d e some
minor J a c o b e a n fi r e p l a c e s . "

As t h e y e a r s went on, I became more and
more c o n s c i o u s of the b e a u t y o f t h e h i l l s Where do you th ink i t i s? The answer is
round Wycombe and how handsome was the "Nowhere" , f o r s a d l y t h e h o u s e h a s b e e n
long wide High S t r e e t , with many 18th p u l l e d down. N e x t q u e s t i o n : w h e r e d i d i t
cnetury houses, and the Gui ldhal l a t the of t h i s N e w s l e t t e r for
f a r end. I a d m i r e d the G u i l d h a l l t h e answer. Don ' t put yourse l f ou t l ook ing
immense ly and c o n s i d e r e d it t he s u p e r i o r replacement bui ldingnowever
c i v i c b u i l d i n g i n t h e S o u t h M i d l a n d s . because, h a v i n g seen i t , you would feel
These f e e l i n g s have never l e f t me, and b a d l y l e t down by t h e 1960s p l a n n e r s and
w h e n e v e r I am i n Wycombe I n e v e r t u r n a r c h i t e c t s , or lack of them!



Letters to the editor

D e a rE d i t o r

ENVIRONMENTAL STRATEGY: IMPROVE
MENT AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION

The E n v i r o n m e n t a l S t r a t e g y C o n s u l t a t i v e
Draf t f o r the Wycombe D i s t r i c t c o n t a i n s
m a n y p r o p o s a l s   a i n e d   a t   i m p r o v i n g   o u r   t o w n
a n d i t s e n v i r o n s . Having r e c e n t l y p r e p a r e d
a d e t a i l e d r e s p o n s e t o the c o n s u l t a t i o n
document on b e h a l f o f t h e Wycombe Urban
Wild l i fe Group, however, I can foresee
c o n s i d e r a b l e c o n fl i c t between the p r o p o s a l s
f o r improving a r e a s o f n e g l e c t a n d t h e
p r o p o s a l s f o r g r e e n space w i t h i n u r b a n
a r e a s .

The t a l k by David Tu r n e r a t t h e l a s t
Q u a r t e r l y Mee t ing i l l u s t r a t e d many ways o f
i m p r o v i n g t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e u r b a n
e n v i r o n m e n t i n r e l a t i o n t o h o u s i n g ,
i n d u s t r i a l and r e c r e a t i o n a l a r e a s ; and a l l
seemed t o p r o m o t e t he c o n c e p t o f t i d i n e s s .
In order to adopt the suggested pol icy of
improving h a b i t a t s for w i l d l i f e
c o n s e r v a t i o n in urban a r e a s , however, i t
w o u l d b e n e c e s s a r y t o l e a v e s u f fi c i e n t
unimproved areas. The c r e a t i o n of n a t u r e
r e s e r v e s w i t h i n u r b a n a r e a s would c e r t a i n l y
he lp to conserve w i l d l i f e , but such
r e s e r v e s t e n d t o be e n r i c h e d by a g r e a t e r
d i v e r s i t y o f s p e c i e s when l i n k e d to e a c h
o the r and to the urban f r i n g e by " w i l d l i f e
c o r r i d o r s " . Such c o r r i d o r s do not have to
be c r ea t ed because they already e x i s t in
the form o f r o a d s i d e v e r g e s , f o o t p a t h
edges, t r e e s and hedges, river banks,
railway embankments, public parks and
p r i v a t e g a r d e n s . All o f t h e s e l o c a t i o n s
h e l p t o c o n s e r v e u r b a n w i l d l i f e : the e x t e n t
to which they do s o depends on t h e i r
mamagement, which can e i t h e r be sympathetic
towards w i l d l i f e c o n s e r v a t i o n o r can
c o n t r i b u t e t o w a r d s i t s e x t i n c t i o n .

/ In cons ider ing improvements to rai lway
embankments, i n d u s t r i a l a r e a s , g r e e n s p a c e s
e t c , the need to preserve their va lue as
w i l d l i f e c o r r i d o r s mus t be t a k e n i n t o
account. I t i s important when l andscap ing
a r e a s a lways to p l a n t n a t i v e t r e e s and
s h r u b s , and t h e s u b s e q u e n t management
s h o u l d be p l a n n e d to complement r a t h e r t h a n
d e t r a c t from the w i l d l i f e value of the
si te . My pet ha te is to see g r a s s l a n d
h a b i t a t mown j u s t a s the bes t of i t s
fl o w e r s a r e a b o u t t o come i n t o bloom: t h i s
f r e q u e n t l y happens on r o a d s i d e v e r g e s and
i t even o c c u r r e d on the Rye j u s t a s t h e

f r i t i l l a r i e s i n the w i l d fl o w e r meadow n e a r
the wa te r fa l l were about to flower.

I f any r e a d e r s a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n fi n d i n g
o u t more a b o u t u r b a n w i l d l i f e c o n s e r v a t i o n
in High Wycombe, I would be p leased to hear
from them: my t e l e p h o n e number i s H i g h
Wycombe 438374.

Yo u r s e t e

Roger Wilding

WASTE COSTS THE LAKIH

Wycombe Fr iends of the Earth have produced
a b o o k l e t e n t i t l e d "Waste C o s t s t h e E a r t h "
on a l l a s p e c t s o f r e c y c l i n g in Wycombe and
d i s t r i c t . If you would l i k e a copy, p l e a s e
send a request to Lyn Jack, 349 London
Road, High Wycombe, HP11 1EJ with a SAE a n d
3 0 р i n s t a m p s .
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oma Casso Like Market House High Wycambe

The Heritage Group
On 19 June, at the Friends' Meeting House, o r a n o t h e r t o r e t a i n w h a t i s l e f t o f o u r

Martin Andrew, the Counc i l ' s Conservation h e r i t a g e .

O f fi c e r , gave an i l l u s t r a t e d t a l k to the
Heritage Group and Residents' Association JACK SCRUTON

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s on t h e s u b j e c t o f H i s t o r i c
Buildings and Conservat ion Areas. He t r a c e d
t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f l e g i s l a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g
t h e i r p r o t e c t i o n and s t r e s s e d the need f o r

I f you would l i ke to j o i n the He r i t age
Group, please contact Jack Scruton HW25933.
A s e c r e t a r y i s u r g e n t l y needed f o r the
G r o u p .con t i nua l vigilance. He provided a most

i n t e r e s t i n g s e q u e n c e o f l o c a l h i s t o r i c
b u i l d i n g s and C o n s e r v a t i o n Areas and s h o w e d
examples o f t h e way new b u i l d i n g s c o u l d
enhance these areas. He expressed concern

The drawing o f the L i t t l e Market House has
been r e p r o d u c e d by k i n d p e r m i s s i o n o f L o r n a
C a s s i d y .a b o u t the town cen t r e of High Wycombe,

w h i c h w a s o n c e we l l known f o r i t s w e a l t h o f
h i s t o r i c buildings. He pointed out that
many o f t h e s e were now mere ly f a c a d e s a s
t h e i r i n t e r e s t i n g i n t e r i o r s h a d b e e n s w e p t
away. He a c c u s e d banks and b u i l d i n g Disit to firstone
s o c i e t i e s o f b e i n g t h e main c u l p r i t s .

On S a t u r d a y 2 June , members of the H e r i t a g e
I t was o b v i o u s t h a t M a r t i n i s d e e p l y Group and f r i e n d s paid a v i s i t t o P i t s t o n e ,

c o m m i t t e d t o h i s work a n d c e r t a i n l y t h e r e near Tr ing , where J e f f Hawkins, who farms
i s enough t o keep him f u l l y s t r e t c h e d ! The P i t s t o n e G r e e n Farm, c o n d u c t e d us on a
Socie ty suppor ts him e n t i r e l y and we hope f a s c i n a t i n g tour of local t reasures . We
we w i l l be a b l e to p r o v i d e h e l p i n one f o r m b e g a n w i t h a v i s i t t o t h e d e l i g h t f u l c h u r c h
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PITSTONE CHURCH

¿She Society's
quarterly meeting

lhe S o c i e t y ' s Qua r t e r ly Meeting on 7 June

of St Mary the Virgin, which is now i n the
c a r e o f t h e Redundant Churches Fund. The
c h u r c h h a s a number o f t r e a s u r e s , i n c l u d i n g

a b e a u t i f u l Norman f o n t and a s p l e n d i d 1 5 t h

cen tury tower. The c h i l d r e n p r e s e n t were
d e l i g h t e d when J e f f gave them p e r m i s s i o n to

r i n g the bel ls . P a u l i n e Cauvain was equa l ly
d e l i g h t e d to fi n d a c o l l e c t i o n o f Penn
t i l e s in t h e c h a n c e l fl o o r .

We then v i s i t e d P i t s t one Windmill, an
a n c i e n t post mill. F u l l y r e s t o r e d by l o c a l

t o o k t h e form o f a t a l k by David T u r n e r o f
Nycombe District Council's Policy Planning
Unit. David, who s p e c i a l i s e s in urban
environmental enhancement, has been c l o s e l y
i n v o l v e d i n t h e p r e p a r a t i o n o f t h e d r a f t
e n v i r o n m e n t a l s t r a t e g y f o r the Wycombe
D i s t r i c t , and h i s ta lk c e n t r e d a r o u n d t h r e e
of t h e i s s u e s c o v e r e d i n t h e C o u n c i l ' s
c o n s u l t a t i o n d r a f t : n e g l e c t , he r i t age and
design.

David commenced h i s t a l k by e x p l a i n i n g t h e
C o u n c i l ' s intended po l i cy of developing
working r e l a t i o n s h i p s with o t h e r s , both
ind iv idua l s and o rg a n i s a t i o n s , t o

e n h a n c e the environment, and t h e i r w i s h
t o p u b l i c i s e the range o f the environmental
s e r v i c e s t h e y provide. The Council p lans to
develop i t s s t r a t e g y covering the next fi v e
y e a r s t a k i n g i n t o a c c o u n t t h e v i e w s o f t h e
publ ic .

e n t h u s i a s t s , i t belongs t o the National
Trust. The m i l l is t u r n e d i n t o t h e wind

m a n u a l l y by t h e t a i l p o l e w h i c h i s m o u n t e d
on a car twheel . We looked with awe a n d
a d m i r a t i o n a t t h e s i z e o f t h e m a s s i v e
t imbers and the ingenui ty of those who
c r e a t e d t h e mi l l .

Our fi n a l v i s i t was to J e f f ' s own farm a t
P i t s t o n e Green, which houses a Farm

a r e c o u n t l e s s i t e m s of
farming and country l i f e from e a r l i e r
t imes, when the whole community was
involved in a mul t i tude of tasks t o do wi th improving the appearance of the rai lway
farming and country c r a f t s . The Museum
o c c u p i e s a l l t h e farm buildings, and, if
J e f f
i n t o h i s h o u s e a n y day now!

The v i s i t to P i t s t o n e was most rewarding,
and t h i s w a s d u e i n l a r g e m e a s u r e t o t h e
kindness and h o s p i t a l i t y of J e f f Hawkins.
We hope to pay a n o t h e r v i s i t a t some t ime
t o e x p l o r e l o c a l e a r t h works a n d t h e water
m i l l a t Ivinghoe.

JACK SCRUTON

Ways i n w h i c h h o u s i n g improvement a r e a s c a n

be enhanced by changes t o s t r e e t l ayou t ,
i m p r o v e d c a r p a r k i n g f a c i l i t i e s a n d t r e e
p l a n t i n g w e r e i l l u s t r a t e d w i t h s l i d e s t a k e n
b o t h i n High Wycombe and e l s e w h e r e :
Hughenden Road was u s e d to s h o w t h e n e e d
f o r improvement w i t h i n c e r t a i n h o u s i n g
a r e a s w i t h i n the town, and the C r e s s e x
I n d u s t r i a l E s t a t e was c i t e d a s b e i n g i n
need o f c o n s i d e r a b l e improvement. The
e n h a n c e m e n t o f W h i t e H a r t S t r e e t
i l l u s t r a t e d s t e p s a l r e a d y t a k e n t o improve
the town c e n t r e . The p o s s i b i l i t y o f

a p p r o a c h e s t o t h e town i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h
B r i t i s h R a i l was mentioned. This might

is not c a r e f u l , it i s l i k e l y to burrow include the c l ean ing and r epo in t ing of the
p r i c k w o r k o n t h e Te m p l e End v i a d u c t a n d t h e
landscaping of embankments.

S l i d e s i l l u s t r a t i n g b o t h u r b a n a n d v i l l a g e
c o n s e r v a t i o n a r e a s w i t h i n the Wycombe
J i s t r i c t w e r e u s e d t o s t r e s s t h e i m p o r t a n c e
of p rese rv ing our local he r i t age and of
ensuring that s t r e e t f u r n i t u r e , bu i ld ing

m a t e r i a l s and s h o p f r o n t a g e s a r e   a s f a r a s
poss ib le i n keeping with t h e i r

6



A4129

surroundings. S l i d e s showing some of our
loca l shop f r o n t e y e s o r e s were i n t e r s p e r s e d
w i t h examples o f what has been a c h i e v e d in
s o m e t o w n s by the use o f a p p r o p r i a t e
m a t e r i a l s .

David Tu r n e r ' s t h i r d topic was the design
o f n e w d e v e l o p m e n t s e n s u r i n g a p o s i t i v e
i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h t h e i r s u r r o u n d i n g s .
I l l u s t r a t i o n s o f modern y e t t r a d i t i o n a l
d e s i g n f o r a wide range o f l o c a t i o n s f r o m
London ' s Dock lands t o Yo r k s h i r e showed w h a t
c a n be a c h i e v e d by p r o p e r t y d e v e l o p e r s i f
t h e y a r e e n c o u r a g e d to c o n s i d e r the q u a l i t y
o f t h e i r d e s i g n a n d m a t e r i a l s . The p r o b l e m s
of l i t t e r , vandalism, fl y - p o s t i n g and
l t y - t i p p i n g were r e f e r r e d to, and the
e f f e c t s o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l i m p r o v e m e n t s i n
r e d u c i n g the e x t e n t of t h e s e p r o b l e m s were
d i   s c u s s e d .

Following a l i v e l y ques t ion time. Frances
A l e x a n d e r g a v e a v o t e o f t h a n k s t o D a v i d
T u r n e r f o r h i s i n t e r e s t i n g a n d t h o u g h t -
p r o v o k i n g p r e s e n t a t i o n o f a s u b j e c t so
c lose ly r e l a t e d to our S o c i e t y ' s
r a i s o n - d ' e t r e .

NEST

T o w n
C e n t r e

ROGER WILDING

14404 WE MAY HAVE LOST THE TOWN,
BUT WE'VE LOTS OF LOVELY ROADS!

Ten years ago, Newslet ter No 41 (Summer
1980) c a r r i e d an item e n t i t l e d ROADS, ROADS
AND YET MORE ROADS by o u r l a t e C h a i r m a n ,
Ted Kearney. This followed the i s s u e o f
Wycombe Area D i s t r i c t P lan P o l i c y Document
No 7 - T r a n s p o r t a t i o n . Ted w r o t e :

"Undoubtedly we have our t r a f fi c problems,
a s h a v e most t owns , but we n e e d b e t t e r
solutions. in a l l p a r t s of the town, r a t h e r
t h a n   m a s s i v e   a n d   v e r y   e x p e n s i v e   r o a d
works." The item was accompanied by th is
car toon. H i s t o r y seems to be r e p e a t i n g
i t s e l f !

In the distance:
the cement works: MYSTERY BUILDING

Answer t o the q u i z on p a g e ] . The
b u i l d i n g was 17 Easton S t r e e t , r e p l a c e d by
the B r i t i s h Telecon o f fi c e s (now empty and
u p for s a l e ) a l m o s t o p p o s i t e t h e Army
Recru i t ing Office.



Bhind Daw thinking on ronspor?
E l s a Woodward o f t h e Roads G r o u p r e c a l l s
that when the Soc ie ty decided e a r l y in 1989
t o s t u d y t h e N o r t h e r n R e l i e f Road
proposa ls , the re was l i t t l e evidence
a v a i l a b l e t o s u p p o r t an a l t e r n a t i v e
solution. True, we had the comments of the
I n s p e c t o r who h a d p r e s i d e d o t t h e High
Wycombe Area Local Plan Public Inquiry in
May 1988 and who had s a i d " . . . t h e
proposals , whether a p p r o p r i a t e o r no t , a r e
b a s e d o n v e r y o l d s t u d i e s . . . w h e n l e s s was
known and a p p r e c i a t e d on the impact o f new
roads on the b u i l t e n v i r o n m e n t . . . " . He
s u g g e s t e d t h a t new t r a f fi c s t u d i e s might
h a v e b e e n done . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , h i s a d v i c e
was i g n o r e d a n d t he r o a d s t a y e d i n t h e
fi n a l Plan.

High Wycombe r e a l l y must l e a r n from the
r e s t o f t h e w o r l d t h a t t h e answer t o t h e
t r a f fi c problem is not more roads but less
t r a f fi c !

JOHN GORE

J u s t a couple of weeks a f t e r being issued,
o u r b o o k l e t seems to be a r o u s i n g
cons ide rab l e i n t e r e s t , n a t i o n a l l y as well
as l o c a l l y. We hope there will be some
c o p i e s a v a i l a b l e f o r s a l e t o members a t t h e
O c t o b e r Q u a r t e r l y M e e t i n g a t £2 each.

A UK audit of
Then, l a s t summer, the Pearce Report,
s p o n s o r e d by the Department of t he the e n v i o n m e n t .
E n v i r o n m e n t , was p u b l i s h e d . P r o f e s s o r
Pearce i n s i s t e d that a " p o s i t i v e economic A l o n g w i t h more t h a n 900 o t h e r a m e n i t y
value" should be a l l o c a t e d to any loss or s o c i e t i e s r e g i s t e r e d with the Civic Trust,
damage t o t h e e n v i r o n m e n t when c a l c u l a t i n g the High Wycombe S o c i e t y has taken p a r t in

the true c o s t o f , say, a road-bu i ld ing a   s u r v e y   " U K   A u d i t   o f the Environment" run
project. If t h i s were done then the balance by the Trust i n associa t ion with Mortgage
could well be t ipped a g a i n s t the p r o j e c t ' s Express Ltd. As is o f t en t h e c a s e w i t h s u c h

v i a b i l i t y . S i n c e t h e n , t h e r e h a v e b e e n s u r v e y s , t h e q u e s t i o n s d i d n o t a l l o w much
c o u n t l e s s n e w s i t e m s a n d a r t i c l e s i n t h e freedom of expression, but we tried to give
p r e s s and on r a d i o and t e l e v i s i o n the impression that our town's environment
e x p r e s s i n g w o r l d - w i d e c o n c e r n about t r a f fi c had i m p r o v e d and o v e r a l l was q u i t e
congest ion, the greenhouse effect, a t t r a c t i v e . We d id , however, r e g r e t the
a t m o s p h e r i c p o l l u t i o n and the d e s t r u c t i o n shor tage of s p e c i a l i s t shops in the town
of the urban environment. Action t o c e n t r e , the s c r u f fi n e s s caused by empty
r e s t r a i n c a r u s a g e i s b e i n g t a k e n a l l o v e r and the u n s u i t a b i l i t y o f some shop
the w o r l d : many o t h e r c o u n t r i e s a r e way fascias. We thought the town's most crying
ahead of the UK in taking action, although, n e e d was be t t e r public transport.
even here, Mr Parkinson, the Sec re ta ry of
S t a t e for Transpor t , has abandoned some
d e s t r u c t i v e r o a d p r o p o s a l s in London i n Dew members:~
o r d e r to have s econd thoughts.

We a r e very p l e a s e d to welcome the a f fi l i a t i o n
In California, the land of the motor-car, to the Society of:
i t h a s b e e n r e a l i s e d t h a t e v e n t h e i r

West Wycombe P a r i s h C o u n c i l
horrendous t r a f fi c problems: they have

m e a s u r e s   t o   e n s u r e   s h a r i n g   o f
v e h i c l e s   a n d   t o   r e d u c e   t h e   n u m b e r   o f
journeys. Since our booklet has been
issued, i t has been repor ted t h a t
C a l i f o r n i a i s a b o u t t o d o u b l e i t s p e t r o l
tax, and w i l l d e v o t e t h e p r o c e e d s t o
improve the r a i l n e t w o r k !

Mrs J Greenwood, High Lea Avenue, Flackwell
H e a t h

Mr GO Engel, Brackley Road, Hazlemere
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Planing Dews
John Dorth Playing Fielde "Aims a n d P r i o r i t i e s 1 9 9 0 - 9 4 "

t h a t i t i s c o n c e r n e d a b o u t

D e s p i t e s t r o n g o p p o s i t i o n f r o m m a k i n g B u c k i n g h a m s h i r e a b e t t e r

our D i s t r i c t Counc i l , s u p p o r t e d p l a c e for a l l the i n h a b i t a n t s .
by t h e S o c i e t y , t h e I n s p e c t o r in P e r h a p s H i g h Wycombe h a s b e e n

c h a r g e o f t h e P u b l i c I n q u i r y p l a c e d i n s o m e k i n d o f e x c l u s i o n

g a v e p e r m i s s i o n f o r 120 h o u s e s z o n e !
on t h e p l a y i n g fi e l d . Q u i t e
a p a r t f r o m t h e l o s s o f y e t J a c k S c r u t o n
a n o t h e r v a l u a b l e r e c r e a t i o n a l
a r e a , t h e r e w i l l b e a s e r i o u s
i n c r e a s e i n t r a f fi c u s i n g t h e
Handy C r o s s r o u n d a b o u t , which i s
a l r e a d y c h a o t i c . Much p r e s s u r e
h a s b e e n e x e r t e d o n t h e C o u n t y
C o u n c i l r e c e n t l y t o a l l e v i a t e
t h e g r e a t p r o b l e m , b u t i t

p r e f e r s t o s u p p o r t h o u s i n g
d e v e l o p m e n t w h i c h w i l l i n c r e a s e
v e r y c o n s i d e r a b l y t h i s v e r y
s e r i o u s p r o b l e m .

THE OLD LADY V E R N E Y S C H O O L

The C o u n t y i s i n t h e d o c k aga in .
T h e r e c e n t a p p l i c a t i o n t o
d e v e l o p t h e s c h o o l s i t e a t
B e n j a m i n R o a d i s p e r h a p s t h e
m o s t d a m a g i n g o f a l l t h e
C o u n t y ' s e f f o r t s . T h e s i t e i s a n
a t t r a c t i v e f e a t u r e o f t h e P r i o r y
Road C o n s e r v a t i o n A r e a , w i t h a
v e r y fi n e a n d p r o m i n e n t p o s i t i o n
i n d many b e a u t i f u l t r e e s , m a i n l y
l i m e s . I f t h e C o u n t y s u c c e e d s i t
w o u l d m e a n a d e n s e g r o u p i n g o f
houses , the d e s t r u c t i o n o f many
fi n e t r e e s , t h e l o s s o f t h e
o r i g i n a l a n d i n t e r e s t i n g s c h o o l
b u i l d i n g , a n d a g r e a t i n c r e a s e
i n t r a f fi c i n a n a l r e a d y
c o n g e s t e d a r e a . The g o v e r n m e n t
a n d E n g l i s h H e r i t a g e h a v e
s t r e s s e d r e p e a t e d l y t h e n e e d t o
p r o t e c t a n d e n h a n c e C o n s e r v a t i o n
A r e a s , b u t t h e Coun ty h a s
t o t a l l y i g n o r e d t h i s a d v i c e . No
w o n d e r m e m b e r s o f o u r D i s t r i c t
C o u n c i l   w e r e   i n c e n s e d   a t   t h e
r e c e n t p l a n n i n g m e e t i n g w h e n t h e
a p p l i c a t i o n w a s d i s c u s s e d . T h e
C o u n t y a u t h o r i t y h a s s t r e s s e d
r e c e n t l y i n t h e C o u n t y p a m p h l e t

Wombeatin
Stategy
One h u n d r e d g u e s t s w e r e l i s t e d
t o a t t e n d t h e WDC W o o d l a n d
S t r a t e g y l a u n c h a t C o u r t G a r d e n
L e i s u r e C o m p l e x on A p r i l 24 1 9 9 0
a n d m o s t , p l u s o t h e r s , w e r et h e r e - encourag ing ev idence of
t h e i n t e r e s t i n o u r w o o d l a n d s
( o r p r i o r k n o w l e d g e o f t h e
excel lent buffe t provided). They
i n c l u d e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f
C o u n t y , D i s t r i c t a n d P a r i s h
C o u n c i l s , Ameni ty Groups and
l o c a l i n d u s t r y .

T h e p u r p o s e i s t o p r e s e r v e t h e
w o o d l a n d c h a r a c t e r o f t h e
D i s t r i c t , i n sad d e c l i n e due to
p e r s i s t e n t n e g l e c t a n d s a v a g e d
b y t w o v i o l e n t s t o r m s i n t h e
p a s t t h r e e y e a r s .

M o s t o f t h e b e e c h w o o d r e m a i n i n g
i s m a t u r e o r o v e r ma tu re . To
t h i s e n d t h e Wycombe D i s t r i c t
C o u n c i l   c o m m i s s i o n e d   t h e
E c o n o m i c F o r e s t r y G r o u p t o
p r e p a r e a s t r a t e g y f o r w o o d l a n d
m a n a g e m e n t a n d r e j u v e n a t i o n o f
t h e 7 0 h e c t a r e s i n a l l o f i t s 14
w o o d l a n d s i t e s - m o s t o f t h e s e
a r e i n r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a s . The
p r o j e c t w a s c a r r i e d o u t i n
a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h F i r s t
I n t e r p r e t e r s , who provided
r e c r e a t i o n a l a n d
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i n t e r p r e t a t i o n a l a s p e c t s of the
s t u d y , c o - o p e r a t i n g c l o s e l y w i t h
t h e l a n d s c a p e s e c t i o n o f t h e
l e i s u r e s e r v i c e s d e p a r t m e n t .

M r s A l i s o n F i e l d o f t h e E c o n o m i c
F o r e s t r y G r o u p g a v e a p o s i t i v e
a n d   i l l u m i n a t i n g   a s s e s s m e n t   o f
w h a t c o u l d b e d o n e b y
r e p l a n t i n g , c o p p i c i n g and
i m p r o v i n g s c r u b a n d c h a l k
g r a s s l a n d . P u b l i c u s e i s t o b e
e n c o u r a g e d b y p r o v i d i n g c l e a r
p a t h s a n d s i g n s . H e l p f r o m
v o l u n t a r y g r o u p s i s w e l c o m e -
a l r e a d y many a r e i n v o l v e d , f o r
e x a m p l e Wy c o m b e U r b a n W i l d l i f e

T h e WDC h a v e c o m m i t t e d
t h e m s e l v e s t o a 3 0 y e a r W o o d l a n d
A c t i o n P r o g r a m m e , a n d p l a n t o
spend upwards of £140,000 ove r
t h e fi r s t t h r e e y e a r p e r i o d , a n d
t o a p p o i n t a W o o d l a n d O f fi c e r .
T h e y a r e l o o k i n g t o m a n a g i n g t h e
w o o d l a n d s e c o n o m i c a l l y , a n d t o
e n c o u r a g e r e v e n u e w h i c h c a n t h e n
b e r e t u r n e d t o t h e w o o d s .
V o l u n t e e r h e l p i s e n c o u r a g e d a s
i s s p o n s o r h s i p f r o m t h e b u s i n e s s
c o m m u n i t y a n d f r o m g r a n t s .
D e t a i l s o f t h e Wy c o m b e W o o d l a n d
S t r a t e g y a n d e v e n t s p r o g r a m m e
c a n b e o b t a i n e d f r o m WDC L e i s u r e
D e p t , O u t d o o r S e r v i c e s , Queen
V i c t o r i a R o a d , H igh Wycombe.

G r o u p h a v e c r e a t e d a n e t w o r k o f
f o o t p a t h s and t r a i l s , the
C h i l t e r n S m a l l W o o d l a n d P r o j e c t
m a n a g e s B o t t o m Wood, Young
P o e p l e ' s Wa t c h G r o u p c l e a r s c r u b
i n Keep H i l l wood, p u p i l s from
K i n g s w o o d M i d d l e S c h o o l p l a n t
t r e e s i n K i n g s w o o d a n d Lane End
C o n s e r v a t i o n G r o u p , B o o k e r
Common a n d W o o d s P r o t e c t i o n

S o c i e t y , BBONT, 1 5 t h We s l e y

E n t h u s i a s m t h i s e v e n i n g w a s
s t r o n g a n d i d e a s w e r e g o o d . M o s t
q u e s t i o n s t o t h e p a n e l w e r e l e f t
t o Mrs F i e l d t o a n s w e r .
R e l u c t a n c e t o a n s w e r by WDC
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s on t h e p a n e l
c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e f e e l i n g o f
s c e p t i c i s m i n t h e a u d i e n c e . Now
t h e t a l k i s o v e r w i l l i t h a p p e n ?
We h o p e so.

S c o u t s a n d H i g h Wycombe R a m b l e r s
C l u b a r e a l l a c t i v e . B a r b a r a R i p p i n g t o n .

D i a r y D AT E S * D I A R Y D AT E S
Sunday 7 O c t o b e r 1990 930am C a r B o o t S a l e i n a i d o f S o c i e t y
Harrison's Car Park, Coates Lane f u n d s : p l e a s e c o n t a c t 'Annie Woodward

HW27978 or B a r b a r a R i p p i n g t o n
HW26616 i f y o u h a v e i t e m s f o r s a l e

R e g e n e r a t i o n o f H i s t o r i c Towns
Roger Higman, Campaign Manager,
C i v i c Tr u s t R e g e n e r a t i o n U n i t

N a t i o n a l Tree Week

A r c h a e o l o g y i n B u c k i n g h a m s h i r e
S t a n l e y C a u v a i n

Thursday 25 O c t o b e r 1990 8pm
Royal B r i t i s h L e g i o n H a l l
S t Mary S t r e e t

2 2 N o v e m b e r - 2 D e c e m b e r 1 9 9 0

Thursday 17 J a n u a r y 1991 8pm
R o y a l B r i t i s h L e g i o n Ha l l
St Mary S t r e e t

T h u r s d a y 14 March 1991 8pm
Reggie Goves C e n t r e , P a u l s Row
Thursday 18 A p r i l 1991 745pm
Royal B r i t i s h L e g i o n H a l l
Sy Mary S t r e e t

11 - 19 May 1991

Thursday 11 J u l y 1991 8pm
Royal B r i t i s h Legion H a l l
S t M a r y S t r e e t

Wycombe Arts F e s t i v a l Lecture

AGM f o l l o w e d by a t a l k o n Wycombe
D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l ' s Woodland S t r a t egy

E n v i r o n m e n t Week 91

Wate r Q u a l i t y
S p e a k e r t o be announced
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