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A rubbish tip at Wazzen Wood? 48
B i f f a want t o dump h a l f a m i l l i o n c u b i c m e t r e s o f i n d u s t r i a l and commerc ia l
waste a t Warren Wood over a fi v e - y e a r p e r i o d and t hen g r a s s i t over. This
they say would be an "improvement" o f the s i t e ! Warren Wood l i e s b e t w e e n
Flackwell Heath and L i t t l e Marlow i n the C h i l t e r n s Area o f Outstanding
Natural Beauty. I t was c l ea r ed of t r e e s about 25 y e a r s ago f o r gravel
prospec t ing , but s i n c e then t h e r e has been n a t u r a l r e g e n e r a t i o n o f t r e e s
(some s i lver birch have reached 20 feet or more), shrubs and other plants,
making i t a p leasan t c l e a r i n g in the surrounding beech woodland crossed by
s e v e r a l p u b l i c foo tpa ths . Apart from p o s s i b l e l o n g - t e r m damage t o t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t d u e t o p o l l u t i o n , t h e r e would b e , d u r i n g t h e fi v e - y e a r dumping
per iod , the a d d i t i o n a l hazard of near ly 80 l o r r i e s p e r day v i s i t i n g the
s i t e t r a v e l l i n g along Dawes Hil l Lane/Heath End Road, which a l ready c a r r i e s
a large amount of t r a f fi c . Dust, noise and smell would also be a nuisance.

J a c k S c r u t o n s a y s t h i s i s one o f the w o r s t p l a n n i n g a p p l i c a t i o n s h e h a s
ever seen: he should know, if anyone, so it must be serious! The Society
has joined o the r amenity s o c i e t i e s and local r e s i d e n t s in o b j e c t i n g t o t h i s
application. We hope the Bucks County Council will see fi t to refuse i t

A meryChis tmas
t o a l l members

of the Sockery
from the Chauman, execmine commutel

a n d e i t o r
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Evolution of a farish Church
Four y e a r s ago, the All S a i n t s R e s t o r a t i o n
Appeal was launched to repair the leaking
roof , r ep lace r o t t i n g p las te rwork , deal
w i t h d a n g e r o u s b o w i n g windows a n d o t h e r
e s s e n t i a l work. Jack Scruton, t h e n o u r
Honorary S e c r e t a r y, was one o f the pa t rons

T H E   P A R I S H   C H U R C H
OF

a l l s a l o s
нідн шусомве

o f the appeal. The £250,000 t a rg e t has now
been a c h i e v e d a n d much o f the work h a s b e e n
completed, a l though more money i s being
s o u g h t f o r t h e c l e a n i n g o f two i m p o r t a n t
1 8 t h c e n t u r y monuments. Daphne M i d d l e t o n ,
the Appeal Director, has worked t i re less ly,

Just over 900 yeers 890, a
Norman cross-shaped church

w a s consecrated by Bishop
r i l Mulfatan of Horceater.o rgan i s ing concer t s , f e t e s , ou t ings , a

flower f e s t i v a l and many o t h e r even t s , to
r a i s e t h e n e c e s s a r y f u n d s . In t h i s a r t i c l e ,
she takes a b r i e f look a t the c h u r c h ' s
deve lopment o v e r the c e n t u r i e s .

Since the end o f the Second World War, town
cen t r e s throughout B r i t a i n have undergone
d r a m a t i c changes. O l d b u i l d i n g s h a v e b e e n
d e m o l i s h e d a n d r e p l a c e d b y s t a r k
a l t e rna t ives , which of ten in turn have been
p u l l e d down t o make way f o r p s e u d o - r e p l i c a s
o f w h a t h a d b e e n t h e r e i n t h e fi r s t p l a c e !

The p a r i s h c h u r c h i s o f t e n t h e o n l y g e n u i n e
reminder of a town's h i s t o r i c p a s t but ,
s a d l y , many o f o u r a n c i e n t c h u r c h e s remain
fi r m l y s h u t and a w e a l t h o f h i s t o r y i s l e f t
u n e x p l o r e d f o r f e a r o f t h e f t o r v a n d a l i s m .

High Wycombe's majes t ic p a r i s h church o f
All S a i n t s , however, i s r a r e l y c l o s e d
d u r i n g the day and c o n t a i n s a w e a l t h o f
i n t e r e s t e x t e n d i n g b a c k , s u r p r i s i n g l y
enough, a lmos t 1700 y e a r s !

A l t h o u g h it was o n l y 900 y e a r s a g o t h a t t h e
Thane o f Bradenham b u i l t t h e fi r s t c h u r c h
on the s i t e , some of the m a t e r i a l s came
f r o m t h e r u i n s o f t h e R o m a n v i l l a b u i l t o n
t h e Rye a r o u n d 200AD. T h e y w e r e u s e d a g a i n
in subsequen t r e b u i l d i n g and c a n s t i l l be
s e e n a m i d s t t h e fl i n t and s t o n e e x t e r i o r .

I t i s h a r d t o b e l i e v e t h a t the p r e s e n t
c a t h e d r a l - s i z e d b u i l d i n g c o u l d h a v e e v o l v e d
f rom t h a t fi r s t c r o s s - s h a p e d c h u r c h w i t h
i t s c e n t r a l tower. The e x t e n s i o n s began
when Henry I I gave t h e c h u r c h and i t s l a n d s
t o t h e Abbey o f Godstow i n t o k e n o f h i s

Mycombe Parish Church, as
rebuilt in 1275, viewed
f r o m t h e n o r t h e a s t .

S n o t h e c e n t r a l C o w o r

was removed .

l o v e f o r h i s m i s t r e s s , Rosamond C l i f f o r d
("Fair Rosamond"), who had been bur ied a t
the n u n n e r y n e a r Woodstock. The Abbesses o f
Godstow v i g o r o u s l y p u r s u e d t h e i r i n t e r e s t s
i n Wycombe a n d s e t a b o u t e x t e n d i n g t h e
c h u r c h . B u r g e s s e s o f t h e b o r o u g h a n d London
m e r c h a n t s b o r n i n Wycombe a l s o t o o k a g r e a t
i n t e r e s t and, by 1300, the ground plan of
t h e c h u r c h h a d a l m o s t r e a c h e d i t s p r e s e n t
s i z e , a l though the nave had no c l e r e s t o r y
and the roof was s t e e p l y pitched.

Towards the midd l e o f the 15th c e n t u r y , t he
n a v e p i l l a r s were remodelled, the walls
c a r r i e d h i g h e r a n d t h e s i x w e s t e r n - m o s t
c l e r e s t o r y windows c r e a t e d , which p e r m i t t e d
f a r more l i g h t i n t o t h e c h u r c h .

By 1509. t h e c e n t r a l tower was g i v i n g c a u s e

for concern, so i t was decided t o take i t
down and r e b u i l d t h a t a r ea , adding two more
c l e r e s t o r y windows. The p r e s e n t m a g n i fi c e n t
t o w e r was bui l t in 1522, apart from the
p i n n a c l e s which were added by t h e E a r l o f
Shelburne i n the 1750s. Since then the main
s t r u c t u r e o f t h e b u i l d i n g h a s r e m a i n e d
s u b s t a n t i a l l y t h e s a m e

continued on page thue...
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continued from pade turo.
To s t a n d in All S a i n t s and ponder t h e
complexi t ies of such massive a l t e r a t i o n s ,
spanning several centuries, b r ings awe and
a d m i r a t i o n f o r t h o s e e a r l y c r a f t s m e n w h o
t a c k l e d t h e w o r k w i t h s u c h l i m i t e d
resources , and g ives an added sense of
purpose to the cur ren t £250,000 r e s t o r a t i o n
p r o g r a m m e .

P r e s e n t - d a y c r a f t s m e n h a v e s c a l e d
c o n s i d e r a b l e h e i g h t s t o r e p a i r a n d renew
v a s t a r e a s o f t h e r o o f a n d e x t e r i o r
stonework, to replace badly d e t e r i o r a t i n g
Vi c t o r i a n windows w i t h c l e a r g l a s s , gouge
out r o t t i n g i n t e r n a l p l a s t e r and fi n a l l y to
redecorate throughout. S t i l l to becompleted are new lighting, floor repairs,p r o v i s i o n o f s t o r a g e space and the c l e a n i n g
ind r e s t o r a t i o n o f two fi n e 1 8 t h c e n t u r y
monuments by eminent sculptors.

The prime purpose behind preserv ing th i s
a n c i e n t Grade I l i s t e d b u i l d i n g l i e s in
e n s u r i n g t h a t C h r i s t i a n i t y can r a d i a t e from
t h e h e a r t o f H igh Wycombe a s i t h a s d o n e
f o r 900 years .

High Mycombe Parish Church as it i s today
- drawing by Eric Fowler

Christmas cards:

Daphne M i d d l e t o n

Some fi n e c o l o u r p h o t o g r a p h s o f l o c a l v i ews
taken by Syd Spence, one of our members,
form the b a s i s o f a r a n g e o f c a l e n d a r s @
£2-35 each and Christmas cards @65p each
now b e i n g s o l d i n a i d o f S o c i e t y funds.
These i t e m s a r e a v a i l a b l e f r om t h e T o u r i s t
Information Office, Cornmarket or from
L o t t i e Kearney HW447511 o r Annie Woodward
HW27978.

More new thinking on transport...
The S o c i e t y ' s r epo r t "New Thinking on m e a s u r e s t o g e t t h e maximum b e n e fi t from
Transpor t" was publ ished in July of t h i s t h e scheme. The S o c i e t y h o p e s t h e
yea r. Since then some 200 copies have been P a r k - a n d - R i d e w i l l become a permanent
d i s t r i b u t e d f r e e t o County and D i s t r i c t f a c i l i t y and t h a t i t w i l l be t h e fi r s t of
C o u n c i l l o r s a n d o f fi c i a l s and t o a v a r i e t y many measures such a s have been developed
o f i n t e r e s t e d o r g a n i s a t i o n s s u c h a s the in o t h e r towns d e s i g n e d to r educe the
Civic Tr u s t , F r iends o f the Ear th , the number o f c a r j o u r n e y s w i t h i n the
C h i l t e r n S o c i e t y a n d many o t h e r s . We a r e t o w n - c e n t r e a r e a .
n o w t a k i n g s t e p s t o f o l l o w u p some o f t h e
ideas incorpora ted i n the r e p o r t ; fo r
example, we a r e hoping s h o r t l y to have
d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h County r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .

The r e p o r t s u g g e s t e d ways i n w h i c h
smar t -card technology and postcodes might
be used to o rgan i se convenient p u b l i c
t r a n s p o r t f o r r a i l p a s s e n g e r s t o a n d from
t h e s t a t i o n . A p r o j e c t to i n v e s t i g a t e t h i s
i s b e i n g a r r a n g e d . The S o c i e t y has a l s o
w r i t t e n t o t h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l welcoming
the p r o p o s a l t o e s t a b l i s h P a r k - a n d - R i d e
f a c i l i t i e s a t C r e s s e x o v e r the C h r i s t m a s
p e r i o d , an d h a s s u g g e s t e d some f u r t h e r

Since the report appeared, transport
e v e r y w h e r e has become a very p rominen t
i s s u e i n t h e media. Some o f o u r members
have agreed t o monitor the main da i ly and
Sunday newspape r s f o r r e l e v a n t a r t i c l e s .
However, the topic i s now such hot news
tha t r e p o r t s on the s u b j e c t a r e o f t e n t o be
found in other p u b l i c a t i o n s . We would be
p l e a s e d t o r e c e i v e a p p r o p r i a t e c u t t i n g s t o
he lp us keep ab reas t of developments
e l s e w h e r e .

E l s a Wo o d w a r d
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Look out for the new swan
This a t t r ac t i ve new seal, which you will W C
fi n d o n f u t u r e S o c i e t y p u b l i c a t i o n s h a s

been des igned by D u n s t e r v i l l e C r a f t and
Design o f Coningsby Road (HW28785). Jane
Dunsterville i s a member of the Society.

E T

Mycombe Distict Local Plan: 2001
The S o c i e t y, a l o n g wi th o t h e r amenity
groups, parish councils etc, w a s i n v i t e d

by t h e D i s t r i c t Council Forward P lann ing
Group t o put fo rward p r o p o s a l s f o r
i n c l u s i o n i n a new D i s t r i c t - w i d e L o c a l P l a n

to run up to the year 2001, and then to
have a discussion with them. This we did;
and, in September, four members of the
Execut ive Committee took p a r t i n the t a l k s ,
which we hope w i l l p rove t o be f r u i t f u l .

Our main po in ts were a s follows:

* Areas of Special R e s t r a i n t , no t ab ly
Grange Farm, Haz lemere and Gomm Va l l e y
should be put fi r m l y i n t h e Green B e l t to
prevent the coalescing of vil lages such as
Penn and Ty le r s Green i n t o the Wycombe
c o n u r b a t i o n .

* No d e s t r u c t i v e new roads should be
envisaged, and measures in line with the
Society's publication New Thinking on
Transport should be pursued.

* In tens ive development o f Vi c t o r i a n and
Edwardian h o u s i n g s h o u l d be r e s t r a i n e d , and
r e s i d e n t i a l u s e o f o v e r - t h e - s h o p p r e m i s e s
s h o u l d be e n c o u r a g e d .

* The River Wye s h o u l d be opened u p
whereve r p o s s i b l e

* Our open spaces should be p ro tec t ed from
c o m m e r c i a l i s a t i o n .

* The C o u n c i l ' s p o l i c y of environmental
u p l i f t o f r u n - d o w n a r e a s s h o u l d b e
con t inued .

We c a n e x p e c t t o s e e a d r a f t P l a n w h i c h
w i l l i n c o r p o r a t e t h e e x i s t i n g L o c a l P l a n s

for High Wycombe, Marlow and the rural
areas in Spring 1991, to be followed by a
pe r iod o f p u b l i c consu l t a t i on .

John Gore

Collective Memories
Did you manage t o v i s i t the C o l l e c t i v e
Memories e x h i b i t i o n a t t h e G u i l d h a l l d u r i n g
Summer and Autumn? I t c o n s i s t e d o f a
s e l e c t i o n o f i t e m s f rom t h e Wycombe LocalHis tory & Chair Museum r e c a l l i n g l o c a l
i n d u s t r i e s a n d a c t i v i t i e s o f p a s t t imes.
F e a t u r e d i n t h e e x h i b i t i o n we re s a m p l e s o f
Penn t i l e s s u p p l i e d by P a u l i n e and S t a n l e y
Cauvain, local a r c h a e o l o g i s t s and Society
members. I t so happens t h a t t h e y w i l l b e
s p e a k i n g on t h e i r f a s c i n a t i n g s u b j e c t a t
our n e x t Q u a r t e r l y Mee t ing o n T h u r s d a y 17
January 1991. Don't miss i t ! By the way,h a v e you v i s i t e d t h e Museum a t C a s t l e H i l l
House r e c e n t l y . I t i s w e l l w o r t h whi le !
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The Pana Mill
wheel turns again

Our e x h i b i t i o n a n d o p e n day on t h e R y e

during Wycombe Show weekend i s what the
S o c i e t y h a s come t o know a s t h e r e a l
Wycombe Show! Hundreds of v i s i t o r s came t o
Pann M i l l t o r e l a x by the Wye s t r e a m ,
ander round the grounds and soak up the

a tmosphe re c r e a t e d by t h e r u s h o f w a t e r a s
the powerful water-wheel turned.

A f t e r many h o u r s o f p r e p a r a t i o n by
vo lun tee r s , the unique wheel was coaxed
in to a c t i o n . This i s always a worrying time
f o r u s u n t i l we a r e s u r e t h e r e i s s u f fi c -
i en t water to d r i v e the wheel continuously.
A minimum of four people i s needed to
o p e r a t e t h e whee l t u r n i n g p r o c e s s : two
s t r o n g p e o p l e t o l i f t a n d r e p l a c e two s e t s
o f s l u i c e b o a r d s by t h e Wa t e r B o a r d
premises, one to operate the s lu ice gate
next t o the wheel, and a four th to
r egu la r ly o i l the machinery and t o keep
c h i l d r e n away f r o m m o v i n g p a r t s i n s i d e t h e
mill. Once running, the i n t e rna l machinery
a s almost s i l e n t , amazing when you

c o n s i d e r t h e w e i g h t a n d power o f t he many
i n t e r l o c k i n g p a r t s .

Also within the mi l l , we showed v i s i t o r s
what we know o f t h e h i s t o r y o f Pann Mi l l
and t h e Wye stream. It i s g r a t i f y i n g t o
know that so many people are i n t e r e s t e d in
the f a t e o f t h i s m i l l , t h e l a s t t o s u r v i v e
w h e n o n c e t h e r e w e r e 3 9 !

The Society has now formulated a plan for
t h e r e f u r b i s h m e n t o f t h e i n t e r i o r i n o r d e r
t h a t we can g r i n d corn again. Chr is Wal l i s ,
a wind and water mill expert, is advising
the group on the refurbishment f o r which
we a r e mos t g r a t e f u l a s h e i s r enowned f o r
h i s l o v e a n d sympathy for o l d b u i l d i n g s and
a n c i e n t machinery. A f t e r a l l , he h a s s p e n t
more than ten years helping to restore the

unique smock m i l l a t Lacey Green.

T h a n k s t o t h e k i n d n e s s o f s e v e r a l o f o u r
members who gave t h e i r t i m e , w ew e r e a l s o

ab le t o run a s t a l l t o h e l p r a i s e much
n e e d e d f u n d s f o r t h e S o c i e t y .

If you missed the r e a l Wycombe Show, do
come next y e a r t o s e e what i s h a p p e n i n g o n
this very worthwhile project , or i f you
would like to be part of the team, ring me
on HW23968.

Myra King

AS WE WERE
FROM THE NEWSLETTER FILES

TEN YEARS AGO NO 42 AUTUMN 1980
B a t t t l e f o r O ld Cheque r s c o n t i n u e s : D C
Planning Committee dec ides to permit
demoli t ion, Soc ie ty appea l s to DoE;
P r u d e n t i a l p r o p o s e l a r g e o f fi c e b l o c k s o u t h
o f the High S t r e e t ; S o c i e t y o b j e c t s and
p r o p o s e s m i x e d r e t a i l a n d r e s i d e n t i a l
i n s t e a d N o t e T h i s i s w h e r e t h e n e w
E n t e r t a i n m e n t s C e n t r e i s now u n d e r
c o n s t r u c t i o n ) ; T e r r i e r s F a r m : C o s t a i n s
apply to b u i l d 109 houses, but D C re fuse ;
S o c i e t y members v i s i t Chesham a n d L a c e y
Green windmill.

TWENTY YEARS AGO NO 7 NOVEMBER 1970

O l d C h e q u e r s : P u b l i c I n q u i r y h e l d i n
October, g r e a t fi g h t by C h i l t e r n Socie ty,
CPRE, SPAB and the High Wycombe Society;
Town C e n t r e C o n s e r v a t i o n Area a p p r o v e d by
Bucks County Council; Derek Woods produces
s e r i e s o f C h r i s t m a s c a r d s o f Old Wycombe a t
9d (4p) each.
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Dew tree campaign takes root
Barbara a n d Roger R i p p i n g t o n r e p r e s e n t e d
the Society at Operation Treelink in
November. Here, Barbara writes about the
day 's events, while Roger cleans the mud
o f f t h e i r b o o t s !

T h e r e w e r e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f l o c a l

i n d u s t r y, f o r t y - e i g h t s c h o o l s , the Rotary
Club , Bucks C o n s e r v a t i o n Tr u s t Vo l u n t e e r s ,

Men o f the Tr e e s and us , r e p r e s e n t i n g the
High Wycombe S o c i e t y . Armed w i t h t r o w e l s ,

forks and spades , wi th the f o r e s i g h t e d in
w e l l i e s ; we were in C a s t l e fi e l d Wood to g e t
"dug in" , and to replant four acres of
C a s t l e fi e l d Wood wiped out by l a s t w i n t e r ' s
g a l e s , wi th whips from Aberdeen Tree
N u r s e r i e s . T h e S o c i e t y h a d r e s p o n d e d t o t h e

Chairman o f t he D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l ' s appea l

t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n O p e r a t i o n T r e e l i n k 1990

o n 21 November. I n a n i m a g i n a t i v e scheme

o rg a n i s e d l o c a l l y by t he Rotary Club, h a l f
o f a l l O p e r a t i o n T r e e l i n k d o n a t i o n s go
towards t r e e s a t home and h a l f for t r e e s i n

the Third World. The Socie ty donated £20,
and h e r e we were t o p l a n t o u r twen ty t rees .

The o r g a n i s a t i o n was a d m i r a b l e . I n a
carnival atmosphere, police escorted the
droves of c h i l d r e n , a r r i v i n g a t timed
in t e rva l s , ac ross the road. S t John 's
Ambulance p e o p l e w a i t e d by i n c a s e o f

m i s h a p : c u t s f r o m fl i n t s o r s p i k e d l i m b s
were looked out f o r, but f o r t u n a t e l y no
s u c h a c c i d e n t h a d o c c u r r e d by t h e t ime we

left. The Bucks F r e e P r e s s bus r e l a y e d
c h e e f u l music and d i s t r i b u t e d p a p e r h a t s
and l i t e ra tu re , whilst Wycombe Dis t r ic t
Counc i l had badges and l a p e l s t i c k e r s , and
free sweets for the children, donated by
Sharps , Rowntrees and Nestles.

The wood h a d b e e n c l e a r e d a n d p l o u g h e d . A l l
over the bare h i l l s ide , beribboned w i t h

o r a n g e t a p e t o mark p l a n t i n g a r e a s , were
g r o u p s o f c h i l d r e n s c r a m b l i n g t o t h e i r

d e s i g n a t e d p l o t s , o r e a g e r l y p l a n t i n g ,
e n c o u r a g e d by t h e i r t e a c h e r s o r o t h e r
officials "Dig a nice big hole now!" ( I
f e a r some t r e e s were b u r i e d r a t h e r t h a n
p l a n t e d ) "That's good, you ' l l be able to
come back and watch tha t grow, won ' t you?"
Enthusiasm was tremendous, and we enjoyed
being par t o f i t , c a r e f u l l y bedding in our
" f o r e s t e r ' s s c o r e " : 14 ash and 10 rowen.

Many have a s k e d why t h e wood c o u l d no t have
b e e n l e f t f o r n a t u r a l r e g e n e r a t i o n t o t a k e
over. The r e a s o n i n g i s t h a t t h e o l d s t o c k
was v e r y p o o r , and s e e d from s u c h i n f e r i o r
s p e c i m e n s would r e p r o d u c e t h e p o o r
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . New s t o c k h a s t o b e
i n t r o d u c e d   t o   e n s u r e   g o o d   t r e e s   a n d
l o n g e v i t y o f t h e wood. A h e a l t h i e r wood,
too, i s promised by p l a n t i n g a v a r i e t y o f
t r e e s - ash, rowan, beech, c h e r r y, oak - to
a v o i d c o n t i n u e d i m p o v e r i s h m e n t o f t h e s o i l
by m o n o - s p e c i e s , f o r m e r l y b e e c h .

We look f o r w a r d t o t h e g r o w t h o f t h i s new
wood, the r e s t of i t being r e p l a n t e d by the
D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l , and we e x p e c t t o hea r
news o f i t s p r o g r e s s when S t e v e C r o s b y,
Woodlands O f fi c e r and Ol ly Kel ly, Landscape
and Development Manager o f Wycombe D i s t r i c t
C o u n c i l come t o t a l k on Woodland S t r a t e g y
a t o u r Q u a r t e r l y M e e t i n g o n 18 A p r i l n e x t
y e a r .

As p rev ious ly mentioned, Operat ion Tree l ink
i s o r g a n i s e d by t h e High Wycombe R o t a r y
C l u b , and i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h them t h e
B e r k e l y R e a f f o r e s t a t i o n T r u s t w i l l
u n d e r t a k e t h e s e c o n d s t a g e o f t h e l i n k by
p l a n t i n g t r e e s i n t h e f o o t h i l l s o f t h e
Andes in Ecuador.

B a r b a r a R i p p i n g t o n
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Aylesbury Society
a r e

t h e
h o s t s

Market Square, Aylesbury between 1907 and 1912. Drawing by Edward Stamp

On a warm Sunday afternoon in September.
Ay l e s b u r y S o c i e t y showed members o f t h e

H e r i t a g e Group and f r i e n d s over t h e i r o l d
town conserva t ion a r ea . This was i n r e t u r n
f o r t h e i r v i s i t t o High Wycombe in June.

Fifteen of us in two groups began the walk
i n t h e enormous Market Square, where
c o m p a r i s o n s w i t h Wycombe s t a r t e d t o form:
we h a v e a Marke t House and a wide High
S t r e e t ! When o u r v i s i t e n d e d a t t h e
Fr iends ' Meeting House we were on more
m i l i a r g r o u n d .

rules of the famous and infamous, including
Hampden, Cromwell and Wilkes, gave added
i n t e r e s t to the tour of the o l d town. Did
Cromwell real ly stay at the King's Head
Hotel which da t e s from 1450?

So well placed is Ay le sbu ry ' s anc i en t town
c e n t r e on a low h i l l t h a t i t h a s b e e n
readily by-passed by heavy t r a f fi c ; hardly
a ca r was seen a l l afternoon. Cont ras t t h i s
w i t h t h e h e a r t of Wycombe in i t s narrow
v a l l e y .

D e v e l o p e r s seem t o h a v e b e e n r e a s o n a b l y
kind to the ancient part of the town with
whole s t r ee t s , especially Church St ree t ,
f u l l o f d i s t i n g u i s h e d o l d houses . Around
the church a l l is centuries old, including
the old Grammar School, now a museum. Some
bui ld ings showed a round plaque recording

Aylesbury S o c i e t y ' s successes i n saving
fi n e b u i l d i n g s fo r pos t e r i t y. (This could
be a n i d e a f o r t h e H i g h Wycombe S o c i e t y t o
p u r s u e . )

We were l e f t w i t h the f e e l i n g t h a t o l d
Aylesbury i s made up of one l a rg e square,
Market Square , s e v e r a l m i n i - s q u a r e s and
many a t t r a c t i v e o ld bu i l d ings ; a world of
i t s own tha t might even be e n c i r c l e d wi th a
c i ty wall. A most enjoyable walk indeed.

In c a s e r e a d e r s g e t t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t t h e
town is in a time warp, it should also be
s a i d t h a t c o n c r e t e w a l l s o f t h e 6 0 s w e r e
p o i n t e d o u t t o u s o n o n e s i d e o f t h e M a r k e t
Square enc los ing a 1967 shopping centre.
Since the v i s i t a r epo r t has s t a t e d :

"Work on the £70 mil l ion redevelopment of
Friars Square is due to s t a r t early in
1991, and the new shopping centre will be
open by the end of 1993. There will be
three major stores, 46 shops, an indoor
market, an integrated bus s t a t i o n and
parking for 4300 cars."

The v i s i t ended with tea and cakes a s our

h h a t   c o m   a n d   e c t e t ,   n d   e e   h e d   a   c h a n c e
to look at and buy some of their
p u b l i c a t i o n s .

Peter Hazzard
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Open Spaces
Jim Por t e r of Wycombe D i s t r i c t Council
Leisure Department, who is Head of Client
l e i s u r e Se rv ices , spoke to r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
of a f fi l i a t e d R e s i d e n t s ' A s s o c i a t i o n s and
members o f the Her i tage Group in September.
He described current policy which is
inc reas ing ly t o i n v i t e tenders f o r
under taking tasks h i t h e r t o performed by
Counci l s t a f f . I n h i s c a s e t h i s t a k e s i n

o p e n spaces, woodlands, l e i s u r e c e n t r e s and
the R ive r Thames. He a s s u r e d those who
feared a f a l l i n g o f f of s t andards , for
example, neg lec t of t r e e s , that the Council
would s t i l l employ wardens a n d would f u l l y
i n v e s t i g a t e a sample o f c o n t r a c t s a s a
matter of routine. Complaints from the
p u b l i c would a l s o be d e a l t w i th . He was
p o s i t i v e t h a t o u r o p e n s p a c e s were p r o o f
a g a i n s t c o m m e r c i a l e x p l o i t a t i o n a n d
excess ive ca r parking. There followed a
wide-ranging d i s c u s s i o n which covered
l i t t e r , g r a f fi t i , vandalism, parking, dogs,
g y p s i e s , l e i s u r e s p a c e o n new h o u s i n g
developments and the River Wye, which Mr
P o r t e r agreed should be protected against
f u r t h e r c u l v e r t i n g . This f u l l and frank
exchange o f v iews was most r e w a r d i n g a n d i n
l i n e w i t h t h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l ' s p o l i c y o f
g r e a t e r openness to the p u b l i c .

J o h n G o r e

Explore High Wycombe's premier open space,
the Rye, and the River Wye, following the
S o c i e t y ' s Water Tr a i l ! Copies a v a i l a b l e a t
Q u a r t e r l y M e e t i n g s a n d f rom t h e T o u r i s t
Information Office.

Ca r b o o t s a l e
boosts our funds

More help f o r the S o c i e t y ' s ha rd-pressed
f u n d s came from a c a r boot s a l e on 7
O c t o b e r i n H a r r i s o n ' s c a r park. A l t h o u g h
t h e r e were not s o many c u s t o m e r s a s a t some
s u c h s a l e s , j u s t o v e r £87 was t a k e n . T h a n k s
to a l l who con t r ibu t ed goods, and to Myra
King, Barbara Rippington and Annie Woodward
who did the organising.

Planning
17-21 QUEENS ROAD

In the High Wycombe Area Local P lan ,
Wycombe D i s t r i c t Council des igna ted c e r t a i n
s i tes as "badly sited users", and stated
i t s p o l i c y o f moving them t o more s u i t a b l e
a reas . Those who know Queens Road will
remember the o ld machinery on the s i t e
oppos i te the ent rance t o Harlow Road. Now a
developer i s applying to e r e c t a new o f fi c e
block on the s i te , which will dominate the
s t r e e t scene and c lash with e x i s t i n g
buildings. What i s more, e x t r a t r a f fi c and
parking problems would be genera ted . Local
r e s i d e n t s a r e n a t u r a l l y v e r y c o n c e r n e d anc
we have joined them in o b j e c t i n g t o the
application.

-WANDOVER-WAY..
THE D Y K E
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Regeneration:
À Civic Trust
Campaign.

The S o c i e t y ' s Quar te r ly Meeting in October
featured a talk by Roger Higman, Campaign
Manager of the Civic Trus t Regeneration

t. The Unit was s e t up in 1987, and i t s
main a i m i s t o improve t h e s u r r o u n d i n g s a n d
t h e r e f o r e t h e q u a l i t y o f l i f e o f t h o s e
p e o p l e l i v i n g i n d e r e l i c t and run-down
a r e a s . The U n i t r e c e i v e s much s u p p o r t from
in t e rna t i ona l company Grand Met ropol i t an ,
a s wel l a s s e v e r a l o t h e r o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,
including the English To u r i s t Board.

P r o f e s s i o n a l s t a f f c a r r y o u t f e a s i b i l i t y
s t u d i e s t o s e e how a r e g e n e r a t i o n scheme
c o u l d h e l p l o c a l p e o p l e ; they s e t up and
run p r o j e c t s , g ive advice on fi n a n c e , he lp
with p ro fess iona l s e r v i c e s , and g e n e r a l l y
s p r e a d t h e word a b o u t t h e i r work.

Roger Higman s p r e a d the word w i t h convic t -
i o n a n d e n t h u s i a s m . He showed s e v e r a l

C I V I C
TRUST

Caring for Places where People Live and Work

s l i d e s i l l u s t r a t i n g v a r i o u s p r o j e c t s in

towns a l l over the country, from depressed
i n d u s t r i a l a r e a s t o d e c l i n i n g s e a s i d e
towns. For example , i n I l f r a c o m b e , a
redundant church i s now s e t t o b e u s e d   a s   a

community centre . Work has a l s o been
c a r r i e d o u t i n towns a long t h e Kent c o a s t ,
i n t h e M i d l a n d s and t h e N o r t h . One o f t h e

fi r s t p r o j e c t s was a t Wi r k s w o r t h i n

D e r b y s h i r e .

All in a l l , t h i s was a very i n t e r e s t i n g and
informative evening, and i t is great to
know tha t o rg a n i s a t i o n s such as t h i s e x i s t !

D e n i s e L i n d s a y

F o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a c t : The

Regeneration Campaign, Regeneration Unit,
Civic Trust, 17 Carlton Terrace, London
SWIY 5AW.

Welcome newcomers!
We e x t e n d a warm welcome to the f o l l o w i n g new
members:

Mr & Mrs R Clark, Hampden Road

Mrs E J Cu l l ip , Ashley Drive, Ty l e r s Green

Mr D Dobinson, Plumer Road

Mr & Mrs M V Haddrill, Bassetsbury Lane

Mr J L Langley, Lower Lodge Lane, Hazlemere

— The Higk Wycombe Society Newsletter
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Development
Advice Notes

On t h e
Buses!

Those of us with very long memories wil l
Wycombe D i s t r i c t Council has produced a
s e r i e s o f Advice Notes to g i v e g u i d a n c e t o
d e v e l o p e r s and indeed t o anyone i n t e r e s t e d
in enhancing the environment. For example,
Advice N o t e No 8 g i v e s a w e a l t h o f
i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t o u r l o c a l C o n s e r v a t i o n
Areas (Did you know t h a t t h e r e a r e a s many
as 56 in the D i s t r i c t ? ) and the r egu la t ions
tha t e x i s t to p r o t e c t them. Other Advice
Note s i n c l u d e :

remember the d a y s b e f o r e bus r e g u l a t i o n
when bus companies competed fi e r c e l y f o r
p a s s e n g e r s e s p e c i a l l y on the b u s i e s t
routes. Paul Lacey in A History of the Penn
Bus Company 1920 - 1935 28pp &2-50 r e c a l l s
those days when Freder i ck Sugg's buses used
t o r a c e t he Thames Va l l e y a l o n g t h e London
Road to Loudwater, together with other
anecdotes, photographs and d e t a i l s of the
b u s e s a n d s e r v i c e s o f t h e company u n t i l i t
was s p l i t up be tween t h e London P a s s e n g e r

No 5 L a n d s c a p i n g
6

Transpor t Board and the Thames Va l l e y i n
Tree P r o t e c t i o n 1935.

7 P r o t e c t i n g t r e e s o n d e v e l o p m e n t
s i t e s

9 L i s t e d b u i l d i n g s
10 Shop f r o n t s and s h o p s i g n s

Advice Notes a r e a v a i l a b l e f rom t h e
Planning Department r e c e p t i o n a r e a a t the
D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l O f fi c e s a n d a r e f r e e of
c h a r g e .

T h e s a m e a u t h o r h a s a l s o b r o u g h t o u t a b o o k
on the Penn 's l a rge r r i v a l s Thames Val ley -
the B r i t i s h y e a r s 1915 - 1920 52pp 82-95.
Both books s h o u l d b e o b t a i n a b l e f rom l o c a l
bookshops or post f r ee from the au thor a t
17 Sparrow Close, Woosehill , Wokingham,
Berks RG11 2UQ T e l : 0734 794097.

Dates for your Diary
Thursday 17 J a n u a r y 1991 8pm
Royal British Legion Hall
S t Mary S t r e e t

Archaeology in Buckinghamshire
Pauline and S tan ley Cauvain

Saturday 2 February 1991
L i t t l e M a r k e t H o u s e

Charity Market Stall
Goods and produce wanted!

T h u r s d a y 14 March 1991 8pm
Reggie Goves Centre, Pauls Row

Wycombe Arts Festival Lecture

T h u r s d a y 18 A p r i l 1991 745pm
Royal B r i t i s h Legion Hall
St Mary S t r e e t

AGM followed by a talk on Wycombe
Distr ict Council's Woodland Strategy

11 - 19 May 1991 Environment Week 91

T h u r s d a y 11 J u l y 1991 8pm
Royal B r i t i s h Legion Hall
S t Mary S t r e e t

Water Qua l i ty
Speaker to be announced
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