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COME T O THE AGM
T H I S YEAR

All members a r e warmly i n v i t e d t o a t t e n d o u r AGM on T h u r d a y 17 A p r i l a t
7.45pm at the Royal British Legion Hall, St Mary Street. There will be
r e p o r t s on Socie ty a c t i v i t i e s and fi n a n c e s over the previous 12 months, withan o p p o r t u n i t y f o r you t o q u e s t i o n what the S o c i e t y i s do ing . Th i s w i l l be
f o l l o w e d by e l e c t i o n s o f o f fi c e r s and E x e c u t i v e Commit tee members. P l e a s e
cons ider s e r i o u s l y s tand ing fo r e l e c t i o n y o u r s e l f : the Society needs people
w i t h e n e rg y and i d e a s f o r f u r t h e r i n g o u r aims. What a b o u t you? Nomina t ions
c a n be a c c e p t e d r i g h t u p t o the t ime of t h e e l e c t i o n . A n o m i n a t i o n fo rm i sincluded on page 8 along with an agenda.

The AGM w i l l be f o l l o w e d by an i l l u s t r a t e d t a l k on t h e Wycombe Woodland
S t r a t e g y - s e e b e l o w.

Wycombe Woodland Strategy
After the bus iness o f the AGM, we wi l l be
we lcoming S teve Crosby and O l l i e Ke l ly o f
Wycombe D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l t o s p e a k t o u s
about Wycombe's Woodland S t r a t egy. Steve i s
t h e Wo o d l a n d s O f fi c e r a n d O l l i e i s
Landscape and Development Manager. They
w i l l e x p l a i n how the S t r a t e g y i s being
implemented i n the D i s t r i c t ' s four teen
woodland s i t e s , and t e l l us about the
problems and t h e p o t e n t i a l . They ve ry much
welcome p u b l i c p a r t i c i p a t i o n , n o t o n l y i n
en joy ing the r e c r e a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s but
in h e l p i n g t o improve the woodlands by
scrub c l e a r i n g e t c . They a l s o want to hear
from us, the pub l i c , on what we expect of
o u r l o c a l woodlands. The t a l k w i l l be
i l lus trated with slides. Do come along!

WYCOMBE
W O O D L A N D S
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W Y C O M B E
UNDERGROUND by L John Mayes

No, t h i s i s not a new Metro system designed
to so lve Wycombe's t r a f fi c problems. It i s
an account by our Pres iden t , local
h i s t o r i a n L John Mayes, o f what he knows by
r e s e a r c h a n d p r a c t i c a l e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e
underground tunnels in High Wycombe town
centre . We a r e g r a t e f u l to him f o r t h i s
c o n t r i b u t i o n : he in t u r n i n v i t e s r e a d e r s to
t e l l h im wha t t h e y know o f t h e h i s t o r y o f
these so-called "mysterious" tunnels.

Underground t u n n e l s i n Wycombe - f a c t o r
fantasy? F i r s t , f a c t : a t u n n e l r u n n i n g t h e
l e n g t h o f t h e High S t r e e t ( t h e G u i l d h a l l
s i d e ) under the pavement. It i s t h e r e , part
of i t a t any r a t e ; I was i n i t o n l y a few
days ago. But what is it? I was once told,
q u i t e solemnly, that i t had been
c o n s t r u c t e d f o r t h e Abbey S c h o o l s o t h a t

the g i r l s c o u l d p r o c e s s to t h e c h u r c h
without being exposed to the vulgar gaze!
Other explana t ions were o ff e red - not q u i t e
so r i d i c u l o u s though. The fact is that i t
i s a s p l e n d i d b a r r e l - a r c h e d fl o o d r e l i e f
sewer d e s i g n e d t o c a r r y off fl o o d w a t e r
from Pauls Row, White Hart Street, Frogmore
a n d Wa t e r y Lane (now D e s b o r o u g h Road)

areas, and d e l i v e r i t t o t h e t a i l r a c e of
Pann M i l l . It i s now redundan t , but it was
s o w e l l c o n s t r u c t e d t h a t p a r t s o f i t h a v e
been b r i c k e d o f f and e n l a r g e d to form fi n e
dry cellars. The section into which I went
had been thus adapted, but the fine barrel
a r c h i n g can s t i l l be s e e n .

More fact. There was a v e r y fi n e
underground passage under Marlow H i l l ,
a p p a r e n t l y running from t h e Abbey (how I
hate that name - i t never was an Abbey!) to
Abbey-owned property on the f a r s ide of
t h e h i l l . I t was d i s c o v e r e d by a workman
digging a trench f o r a telephone cable ,
and, having been to ld about i t , I e n l i s t e d
the h e l p o f t he l a t e Maurice Keen and we
went down. M a u r i c e t o o k many p h o t o g r a p h s
and I removed small s e c t i o n s of the wal l ing
which was in threee l aye r s . F i r s t , b r ick ,
then a facing of h a l f fl i n t s , black s i d e
outwards, g iv ing the appearance of a black
glass wall, then on this more half fl i n t s ,
white s ide o u t , in e l a b o r a t e p a t t e r n s .

Copies o f t h e p h o t o g r a p h s can s t i l l be s e e n
in the Library's collection, b u t the
p i e c e s o f w a l l which I d e p o s i t e d i n t h e
Museum cannot a t present be t r a c e d ; pi ty.
T h e   t u n n e l   w a s   f i l l e d   i n   t o   p r e v e n t
p o s s i b l e c o l l a p s e u n d e r p r e s e n t - d a y
t r a f fi c . My theory is t ha t the passage was
cons t ruc t ed fo r the Earl of Shelburne,
p a r t l y as a "folly", partly as a means of
c o m m u n i c a t i o n .

WYCOMBE
ALES

xX

"Here 's another XXXX for The Grapes ! "

A t h i r d tunne l known to me seemed to r u n
from the b r e w e r y which once s t o o d in P r i o r y
Road where Marks and Spencer ' s yard now i s
down to the High S t r e e t to where the Grape
public house used t o be (now Boo t s ' ) .
Photographs of t h i s , too, were in the
Library, but I cannot find them now. It is
in my memory ( i t was over 50 yea r s ago)
t h a t a l i t t l e r a i l w a y t r a c k h a d b e e n l a i d
in i t and b a r r e l s o f b e e r c o u l d be sen t
down i n s m a l l o p e n t rucks . It s eems
e x t r e m e l y u n l i k e l y t h a t s u c h a t u n n e l c o u l d
have been c o n s t r u c t e d j u s t f o r t h i s
purpose. Could the following be an
explanat ion? John Parker, in h i s History of
Wycombe, quotes Browne Willis as recording
that several passages ran from t h e f o o t o f
C a s t l e H i l l mount towards the town c e n t r e .
In t h e 1 8 7 0 s s o m e e x c a v a t i o n took p l a c e ,
and Parker h i m s e l f i n s p e c t e d what r e m a i n e d
of one passage, which was open for only a

( c o n t i n u e d on p a g e 3)
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( c o n t i n u e d f r o m page 2)

s h o r t d i s t a n c e b e i n g t h e n b l o c k e d by c h a l k
rubble. Had the passage run from the mount
to the High Street, i t w o u l d h a v e b e e n
s e v e r e d by t h e c u t t i n g o f the R a i l w a y, and
f r o m t h a t p o i n t i t c o u l d , j u s t c o u l d , have
c a r r i e d on and f o r m e d t h e e a r l y p a r t o f the
b r e w e r y - High S t r e e t t u n n e l . The c h u r c h
would o b v i o u s l y be a p o s s i b l e " t e r m i n u s " o f
underground passages , and years ago I
thought I had f o u n d o n e . An o p e n i n g
s u d d e n l y a p p e a r e d i n o n e o f t h e c h u r c h y a r d
paths. I c o l l e c t e d the eve r-he lp fu l Maurice
Keen and we lowered a powerful lamp and
f o l l o w e d it wi th a camera on a long po le .
Many p h o t o g r a p h s were t a k e n a n d t h e s e
showed qu i te c l e a r l y tha t i t was no
p a s s a g e , j u s t a l a r g e v a u l t w i t h many

f fi n s , c o f fi n s i n such good cond i t ion
wat some o f the name p l a t e s could be read,

inc lud ing one o f a former Mayor.

This a r t i c l e i s r e a l l y intended as "bait",
b a i t w h i c h may e n c o u r a g e o t h e r a n d b e t t e r -
i n f o r m e d p e o p l e t o come f o r w a r d w i t h more
i n f o r m a t i o n .

L John Mayes

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

52 Melbourne Road
High Wycombe, Bucks
HP13 7HD

1 F e b r u a r y 1991
Dear Sir/Madam,

CYCLE USERS GROUP

Like many c y c l i s t s , I fee l f r u s t r a t e d wi th
the p r e c e d e n c e given to the motor v e h i c l e
r e g a r d i n g fi n a n c e , p l a n n i n g a n d o t h e r
resources , and fee l the a u t h o r i t i e s pay
l i t t l e h e e d t o t h e n e e d s o f c y c l i s t s a n d ,
e s p e c i a l l y i n the case of Bucks and Wycombe,
ignore them a l t o g e t h e r.

I am h o p i n g t o s e t up a c y c l e u s e r s g r o u p
in Wycombe which w i l l h o p e f u l l y p u s h t h e
a u t h o r i t i e s i n v o l v e d in t r a f fi c p l a n n i n g and
management i n t o r e c o g n i s i n g the n e e d s o f
cyc l i s t s , and to i n s t i g a t e plans to tha t
end; for example, t r a f fi c calming, parking
p l a c e s a n d p r i o r i t y r o u t e s .

NATIONALORGANISED BY

MAY 11 - MAY 19

environment
SPONSORED BY

British

TELECOM

WEEK 19%
See page 10 fo r S o c i e t y ' s
E n v i r o n m e n t Week a c t i v i t i e s

J o i n t h e
Heritage Group!

If you would like to l ea rn more about our
local h e r i t a g e and work t o conse rve i t , you
are inv i ted to jo in the S o c i e t y ' s Her i tage
Group. The Group m e e t s a p p r o x i m a t e l y o n c e
per month and o rgan i ses t a l k s , v i s i t s ,
s u r v e y s , p r o j e c t s e t c . c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e
environment. To fi n d out more, please get
in touch with Denise Lindsay HW25948.

There i s an e s t a b l i s h e d group in Milton
Keynes - t h e MK C y c l e Use r s Group - which i s
h a v i n g a n i n fl u e n c e i n t h e n o r t h o f t h e
c o u n t y and i s k e e n to h a v e some g r o u p i n t h e
south with which it can work and get a
b e t t e r deal fo r c y c l i s t s in Bucks as a
whole.

The group, l ike MKCUG, would be concerned
with all cyclists, whether they be children
on fi r s t bikes or hardened tourists, u t i l i t y
o r s e r i o u s r i d e r s .

Anybody i n t e r e s t e d in g e t t i n g the small
n u c l e u s o f t h e g r o u p g o i n g p l e a s e r i n g me on
High Wycombe 440105.

Thank you.

Yours fa i th fu l ly,

R o l a n d C r o t h e r s
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Footpaths - a step in the right direction!
The new R i g h t s o f Way Ac t 1990 o f f e r s a
m a s s i v e s t e p forward in foo tpa th p r o t e c t i o n .
No l o n g e r n e e d w a l k e r s a r g u e a b o u t w h e t h e r a
f a r m e r h a s p l o u g h e d a f o o t p a t h o r w h e t h e r a
c r o p i s a n o b s t r u c t i o n . The Act r e q u i r e s
o c c u p i e r s who d i s t u r b the s u r f a c e of a p a t h
(a ) to make good w i t h i n 14 d a y s o f the fi r s t
d i s tu rbance for that crop or within 24 hours
of subsequent d i s t u r b a n c e , and (b) to make
t h e l i n e o f t h e p a t h c l e a r on t he ground.
S i n c e 8 8 p e r cent o f w a l k e r s in the
c o u n t r y s i d e w i l l o n l y go where t h e p a t h i s
obvious, t h i s is very important.

All t h i s is e x c e l l e n t , but it wi l l be
u s e l e s s u n l e s s l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s a c t s w i f t l y
and r e s o l u t e l y. It i s up to w a l k e r s amongst
us to send prompt r e p o r t s o f i n f r i n g e m e n t s
to t h e Council.

(Extracted from Open Space Autumn 1990, the
magazine of the Open Spaces S o c i e t y. )

COMMONS CAMPAIGN

The Open Spaces Society i s d i sappo in ted
tha t t he Gove rnmen t w i l l n o t a f t e r a l l be
l e g i s l a t i n g t o e n a c t r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s o f t h e
Common Land Forum. These would have g i v e n
the p u b l i c t he r i g h t t o roam o n a l l
commons, s u b j e c t to l i m i t e d r e s t r i c t i o n s
and bye-laws. Instead, the circumstances i n
w h i c h a c c e s s may be r e s t r i c t e d a r e b e i n g
s t r e s s e d . The h o p e d - f o r p a r l i a m e n t a r y b i l l
would a l s o have r e c t i fi e d a n o m a l i e s i n t h e
1965 Commons R e g i s t r a t i o n Act by which
d e r e g i s t r a t i o n o f commons h a s been a l l t oo
easy. The OSS w i l l be p r e s s i n g f o r a s h o r t
b i l l t o d e a l w i t h t h i s problem.

Meanwhi l e , t h e 8675 commons a n d 3624
v i l l a g e g r e e n s in England and Wales w i l l
come u n d e r i n c r e a s i n g t h r e a t from
d e v e l o p m e n t , i n t e n s i v e a g r i c u l t u r e a n d
n e g l e c t , and the OSS has a r a p i d l y growing
c a s e l o a d of r e q u e s t s t o h e l p l o c a l
communities to r e s i s t these p r e s su re s . Ther
have s e t up a Commons Campaign Fund, and
our Society has donated £20 to this.

How a footpath should look - Kate Ashbrook,
General Secretary of the Open Spaces
Society, on Footpath 119 at Turville. JACK SCRUTON

Many o f our members w i l l a l r e a d y b e a w a r e
t h a t J a c k S c r u t o n h a s b e e n fi g h t i n g a v i r u s

Where no w i d t h i s recorded, the minimum infect ion over the l a s t few months, which
w i d t h s o f p a t h s t o be r e s t o r e d a n d k e p t h a s i n v o l v e d some s h o r t s p e l l s in h o s p i t a l
c l e a r a r e , f o r c r o s s - fi e l d and fi e l d - e d g e and h a s been ve ry d e b i l i t a t i n g . At t imes he
f o o t p a t h s , 1 me t re and 1 . 5 m e t r e s h a s exper ienced d i f fi c u l t y in walking far
r e s p e c t i v e l y, and for br id le-ways , 2 metres and speaking. Everyone knows what a
and 3 m e t r e s . Local a u t h o r i t i e s can , a f t e r

giving 24 hours notice, themselves reinstated stubborn fi g h t e r he i s , and in t h i s b a t t l e
he h a s had w o n d e r f u l s u p p o r t f r om O l i v e . We

o r c l e a r the p a t h s a n d i n v o i c e t h e f a r m e r . send them bo th our b e s t w i shes f o r a n e a r l y
It is the o c c u p i e r ' s duty t o obey the l aw, r e c o v e r y.
no m a t t e r who does the work for him.

• The High Wycombe Society Newsletter
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ADAMS PARK

P L A N N I N G M AT T E R S
WARREN WOOD REPRIEVED

Wycombe Wanderers Football Club have
appl ied , fo r the four th time, for
p e r m i s s i o n t o l a y down a t r a i n i n g p i t c h
p a r a l l e l to the main p i t c h a t Adams Park.
This time, permiss ion i s a l s o b e i n g sough t
f o r an a d d i t i o n a l 150 p a r k i n g p l a c e s . The
p r o b l e m i s t h a t t h e l a n d i n v o l v e d i s i n t h e
G r e e n B e l t a n d C h i l t e r n s A r e a o f O u t s t a n d -
i n g N a t u r a l Beau ty. The Green B e l t i s t h e

Green B e l t , and if it i s to mean a n y t h i n g
i t must be kept sacrosanct. The D i s t r i c t
C o u n c i l h a s t u r n e d down t h e t h r e e p r e v i o u s
a p p l i c a t i o n s , and we hope they wil l s t and
fi r m t h i s time. We cons ider tha t the r i g h t
c o u r s e now w o u l d be f o r t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f
h e Env i ronment t o c a l l in the a p p l i c a t i o n

d c o n d u c t a P u b l i c Inqu i ry.

SALVATION ARMY CITADEL

The S a l v a t i o n Army wish to d e m o l i s h t h e i r
l o n g e s t a b l i s h e d C i t a d e l i n F r o g m o r e a n d
r e b u i l d on the same s i t e , with a shop a t
the f r o n t . The Ci tadel has been a well-
loved landmark in Frogmore since 1904, and
i t i n c o r p o r a t e s c o m m e m o r a t i v e s t o n e s l a i d
by local d i g n i t a r i e s , inc luding the then
Lord C a r r i n g t o n . We s h o u l d l i k e t o s e e a t
l e a s t t h e f a c a d e r e t a i n e d .

KINGSMEAD

An a p p l i c a t i o n h a s been made t o l a y down
r e n e t b a l l p i t c h e s a t Kingsmead. This

fi n e open space, much enjoyed by the l o c a l
community, has a l ready s u f f e r e d in recent
years from a s u r f e i t o f bu i l d ings , concre te
and tarmac. A l t h o u g h s p o r t i s t o be
encouraged, i t does not seem r i g h t that
r e c r e a t i o n a l s p a c e f o r t h e many s h o u l d b e
s a c r i fi c e d f o r p r o v i d i n g s p o r t i n g
f a c i l i t i e s for t h e f e w. T h e s e s h o u l d be a t
the Spor ts Centre. We hope the a p p l i c a t i o n
w i l l b e r e c o n s i d e r e d .

HOARDINGS

T h e r e h a s b e e n a w o r r y i n g r a s h o f
a p p l i c a t i o n s for t h e e r e c t i o n of
a d v e r t i s i n g hoardings i n various p a r t s of
the town. They have an a d v e r s e e f f e c t on
the the t o w n ' s a p p e a r a n c e and r e p u t a t i o n ,
j u s t l i k e fl y p o s t i n g o n emp ty s h o p windows.
We hope none o f them i s allowed.

Sighs of r e l i e f went up a l l round when
Bucks C o u n t y C o u n c i l r e j e c t e d B i f f a ' s
a p p l i c a t i o n to dump commercial and
i n d u s t r i a l waste a t Warren Wood, near
F l a c k w e l l H e a t h and L i t t l e Marlow ( s e e
Winter 1990/91 Newsletter). Why not v i s i t
War ren Wood a t t he c e n t r e o f some
a t t r a c t i v e c o u n t r y s i d e on one o f y o u r l o c a l
r a m b l e s t h i s S p r i n g ? I t i s c r o s s e d by
publ ic foo tpa ths LM9, LM10 and LM11 (see
C h i l t e r n S o c i e t y F o o t p a t h Maps Nos 1 and 13
@ £ 1 = 2 5 e a c h f r o m t h e T o u r i s t I n f o r m a t i o n
O f fi c e and local bookshops).

GOOD NEWS FROM TERRIERS!

After a Publ ic Inquiry last yea r, an
I n s p e c t o r o f t h e Depa r tmen t o f the
Environment supported the r e j e c t i o n of a
p l a n n i n g a p p l i c a t i o n t o b u i l d 160 h o u s e s on
R e d f o r d ' s F i e l d a t T e r r i e r s . Bucks County
Council wanted t o s e l l the " su rp lus" land
t o r a i s e money for. c a p i t a l p r o j e c t s .
However, the Inspector agreed with
o b j e c t o r s , including our Soc ie ty, that f a r
from b e i n g surp lus , Redford 's F i e l d
provides a v i t a l recreat ional space in a
b u i l t - u p area. C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o TRAC
(To t t e r idge Res iden t s ' Action Campaign),
one o f our a f fi l i a t e d s o c i e t i e s , who
o r g a n i s e d the campaign and worked s o h a r d
to save Redford's. Mike Russe l l , t h e i r
Chairman, has w r i t t e n to Jack Scruton, our
P l a n n i n g S e c r e t a r y , t h a n k i n g him f o r h i s
a d v i c e and s u p p o r t . I t i s h o p e d t h a t t h e
l a n d w i l l be p u r c h a s e d by Wycombe D i s t r i c t
C o u n c i l   t o   e n s u r e   i t s   f u t u r e   a s   a n   o p e n
s p a c e .

DOMIN
WITH
НОАКУLINGS

"This must be High Wycombe!"
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The Charity Market Stall
Lt. Marke t H o u s e

The High Wycombe S o c i e t y e n j o y e d t h e
p r i v i l e g e , once a g a i n , of manning the
C h a r i t y S t a l l on a ( p r e t t y c h i l l y ! )
Saturday morning in e a r l y February.

Myra King had booked the fi x t u r e , organised
the marsha l l ing of the goods to be taken t o
the s t a l l , and had whipped up the
e n t h u s i a s m o f t h e h e l p e r s . Due c r e d i t a n d
t h a n k s t o M y r a f o r m a k i n g s u c h a s u p e r
e f f o r t on b e h a l f o f t h e S o c i e t y .

We have t o thank R i t a Belson, John Gore,
Prue Meek, Joan Johnson, L o t t i e Kearney,
Barbara Rippington a n d Ron S ims f o r mann ing
the s t a l l , and for inci t ing the general
p u b l i c t o buy - and buy again. The
morning's trading produced £168 for the
S o c i e t y ' s genera l f u n d , j u s t when we n e e d e d
i t most!

An enormous va r i e ty of ephemera, books,
r e c o r d s , home-made c a k e s , f r u i t p i e s e t c
h a d b e e n d o n a t e d by members o f t h e S o c i e t y
and t h e i r f r i e n d s ; o u r s i n c e r e t h a n k s t o
a l l o f t hose k i n d p e r s o n s f o r c o n t r i b u t i n g
s o g e n e r o u s l y t h e t y p e o f m e r c h a n d i s e t h a t
s e l l s well.

For t h o s e o f y o u who h a v e n e v e r b e f o r e
helped in manning a market s t a l l , a word o f
advice: i t ' s great fun, and new s k i l l s a r e
acquired in s e l l i n g some ( f a i r l y )
s u r p r i s i n g i tems o f a p p a r e l on t h e s e
o c c a s i o n s !

L i t t l e Market House
Drawing by Lorna C a s s i d y

Roger Lawson

Modesty p r e v e n t e d Roger Lawson, o u r
Chairman, from mentioning his own name as
being a successful salesperson,
p a r t i c u l a r l y where t h e a f o r e m e n t i o n e d sur-
p r i s i n g items o f appare l were concerned!

C o n s e r v a t i o n Area
Uplift

Many l o c a l p e o p l e w i l l have n o t e d w i t h
approval the h i g h - q u a l i t y s t r e e t f u r n i t u r e :
c a s t - i r o n l i t t e r b ins , lamp p o s t s ,
o l d - b o r o u g h b o l l a r d s e t c w h i c h t h e D i s t r i c t
C o u n c i l h a v e i n s t a l l e d i n W h i t e H a r t S t r e e t
and a r o u n d C h u r c h S q u a r e a n d t h e C h u r c h -
yard. T h e s e a d d d i s t i n c t i o n t o t h e Town
Centre Conservation Area, marred only bys u c h t h i n g s a s fl y - p o s t i n g on empty s h o p
windows.

Now for a couple o f ideas from o t h e r town
w h ich Wycombe m i g h t e m u l a t e :

* In the 1990 Civic Trus t Awards, a
Commendation went to Market Dray ton i n
S h r o p s h i r e f o r c l e a r i n g t h e i r C o n s e r v a t i o n
Area o f c l u t t e r . Over fi f t y u n s i g h t l y
t r a f fi c sign poles and lampstandards were
7moved, w i th s i g n s and l i g h t i n g fi t t i n g s

b e i n g t r a n s f e r r e d t o w a l l s t o c r e a t e a
d r a m a t i c improvement.

* Another o b s e r v a t i o n from a nearby town,
in this case, Reading. In their
Conservation Areas, the well-designed
s t r e e t name p l a t e s now inc lude the name of
the c o n s e r v a t i o n a r e a a s w e l l a s t h a t o f
the street. This seems to be a useful
a d d i t i o n t o i n c r e a s e p u b l i c a w a r e n e s s o f
the c o n s e r v a t i o n a r e a and i t s p u r p o s e , and
wel l w o r t h c o n s i d e r i n g here.

- The High Wycombe Society Newsletter
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BOOKSHELF
1 9 9 0

A W A R D S
S p o n s o r e d by

S STEETLEY

One of t h e c h i e f a i m s o f t h e C i v i c T r u s t
Awards scheme o v e r the y e a r s has been t o
p r o m o t e t h e v e r y b e s t o f c o n t e m p o r a r y
design as well as high q u a l i t y conserva t ion
and refurbishment . In 1990, 1002 schemes
were s u b m i t t e d , b u t in t h e judges' opinion,
* a n d a r d s in new development have not kept

w i t h t he q u i t e d r a m a t i c improvemen t in
t h e c a l i b r e o f r e s t o r a t i o n a n d c o n v e r s i o n
work. It a p p e a r s f r o m t h e e v i d e n c e o f t h e
1990 e n t r i e s that , due to market forces and
the tendency to t r e a t bo th b u i l d i n g s and
s u r r o u n d i n g s p a c e e x c l u s i v e l y in e c o n o m i c
terms, the r e s u l t is overdeveloped s i t e s
and s t r e s s on the s u r r o u n d i n g e n v i r o n m e n t ;
f o r example, o u t s k i r t s of towns s u f f e r from
a p le thora of primary green, red and blue
c r i n k l y t i n s h e d s m a s q u e r a d i n g a s
i n d u s t r i a l s i t e s . However, not a l l i s so
d e p r e s s i n g . There a r e some s i g n s t h a t t h e
v a l u e o f a g o o d e n v i r o n m e n t i n i n v e s t m e n t
t e r m s i s now more f u l l y a p p r e c i a t e d , and
s o m e e x a m p l e s o f c o r p o r a t e p a t r o n a g e l e a d
not jus t to expensive bu i ld ings but to
e x c i t i n g d e s i g n s a s w e l l .

In a l l , 22 Awards were made and 106 schemes
received Commendations. There were a l s o 12
S p e c i a l M e n t i o n s .

In 1990, fo r the fi r s t time, l o c a l amenity
s o c i e t i e s s u c h a s o u r s w e r e i n v i t e d t o
submi t n o m i n a t i o n s f o r awards. Some 40 o u t
o f 1000 s o c i e t i e s d i d s o , a n d o n e , not s o
far away from High Wycombe, was successful.
Reading Civic Soc i e ty, which had campaigned
f o r a d e c a d e t o p r e v e n t t h e i r V i c t o r i a n
Town Hall from being demolished, and then
u r g e d i t s r e s t o r a t i o n a n d a d a p t a t i o n , put
it f o rward a s an e n t r y , and i t won an
Award. C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s to them!

O n l y o n e e n t r y f r o m B u c k s r e c e i v e d a n y s o r t
o f r e c o g n i t i o n : t h i s was t h e Moot Hall a t
M i l t o n Keynes w h i c h had a S p e c i a l Mention.

High Wycombe Then a n d Now by F r a n c e s
Alexander, i l l u s t r a t e d by Lorna Cassidy
£3=50. Norma Ridde l l , Headteacher of
Hughenden County F i r s t S c h o o l , commends
t h i s book, which i s by two High Wycombe
Society members, by saying i t will help
p a r e n t s add to the enjoyment and p u r p o s e of
o u t i n g s w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n , e n c o u r a g e
o b s e r v a t i o n a l s k i l l s a n d f o s t e r t h e i r
i n t e r e s t in the loca l environment. It
g u i d e s i t s r e a d e r s to p l a c e s of h i s t o r i c a l
interest, most wi th in the town of High
Wycombe, and i s s u i t a b l e f o r c h i l d r e n from
abou t 8 y e a r s upwards. She g o e s on t o say
tha t i t s r esea rch p r o j e c t s a n d s t u d y
c o n t e n t p r o v i d e o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r
d e v e l o p i n g e x p e r i e n c e a n d s k i l l s w h i c h m e e t
the r e q u i r e m e n t s of the N a t i o n a l
Curr icu lum.

The book w i l l soon be a v a i l a b l e from l o c a l
o u t l e t s s u c h a s the T o u r i s t I n f o r m a t i o n
C e n t r e ; a l t e r n a t i v e l y , c o n t a c t F r a n c e s
A l e x a n d e r on HW439481.

C i t i e s a re good fo r us by Harley Sher lock
£10 a v a i l a b l e from Transpor t 2000, Walkden
House, 10 Melton Street , London NW1 2EJ. The
author argues qu i te l o g i c a l l y t ha t c i t y
h o u s i n g b u i l t a t a d e n s i t y h i g h e n o u g h to
s u p p o r t a l l the n e c e s s a r y l o c a l f a c i l i t i e s
i s t h e s e n s i b l e s o l u t i o n t o t h e p r o b l e m s o f
t r a f fi c c o n g e s t i o n a n d u r b a n hous ing . When
peop le ' s homes are near to shops and o t h e r
e s s e n t i a l f a c i l i t i e s , many c a r j o u r n e y s c a n
be eliminated. Out-of-town hypermarkets a re
the very a n t i t h e s i s of t h i s th ink ing , and
a r e m a g n i f y i n g o u r r o a d p r o b l e m s a n d
d e g r a d i n g o u r e n v i r o n m e n t .

MRS PEGGY PHILLIPS

We r e g r e t t o r e c o r d t h e d e a t h o f Mrs Peggy
P h i l l i p s just before Christmas. Peggy had
been a member of the Executive Committee
f o r t h e p a s t t h r e e y e a r s . A l l who knew h e r
w i l l a g r e e t h a t s h e h a d a v e r y warm a n d
f r i end ly p e r s o n a l i t y, and was a whole-
h e a r t e d o r g a n i s e r and s u p p o r t e r o f t h e
S o c i e t y ' s a c t i v i t i e s . She w i l l be sadly
missed. We e x t e n d
George

o u r c o n d o l e n c e s t o Mr
P h i l l i p s a n d h i s f a m i l y .

_ The High Wycombe Society Newsletter
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CIVIC TRUST SOCIETIES

The Civic Tr u s t has j u s t s e t up a
d e m o c r a t i c a l l y e l e c t e d N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f
C i v i c Trust S o c i e t i e s (NCCTS) t o r e p r e s e n t
the views of local amenity s o c i e t i e s such
a s o u r s o f which t h e r e a r e now o v e r 1000
ac ross the country. Our "cons t i tuency" is
t h e North Thames Region comprising Berks,
Bucks, H e r t s and Essex, and our two e l e c t e d
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s a r e Mrs J e n n i f e r Moss,
S e c r e t a r y o f t h e Chesham S o c i e t y a n d Mr
Andy R u t t e r , S e c r e t a r y o f t h e Harwich
Society. They hope the NCCTS w i l l deve lop a
pool of e x p e r t i s e for member s o c i e t i e s to
draw u p o n .

OVER TO YOU!

You a r e i n v i t e d t o c o n t r i b u t e i t e m s o f
l o c a l i n t e r e s t f o r p u b l i c a t i o n i n the
Newsletter: a sketch, an opinion, a poem, a
f a v o u r i t e w a l k , p e r h a p s . J u s t s e n d y o u r
c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the. Hon Sec a t the address
on page 1. Publication is, of course, at
the E d i t o r ' s d i s c r e t i o n . Oh, and if youwould l i k e to t r y your hand at e d i t i n g ,
p l e a s e apply to the Chairman, Roger Lawson,
Hw28047 o r to the Hon Sec. The post i s
c u r r e n t l y vacant.

AGENDA FOR THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE HIGH WYCOMBE SOCIETY
TO BE HELD ON THURSDAY 18 APRIL 1991 AT 7.45PM AT THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
HALL, ST MARY STREET

1

3

4
5
6

8
9

A p o l o g i e s
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 19 April 1990
M a t t e r s a r i s i n g
Honorary S e c r e t a r y ' s Report
H o n o r a r y T r e a s u r e r ' s R e p o r t
E l e c t i o n o f P r e s i d e n t and Vi c e - P r e s i d e n t s
E l e c t i o n o f Commit tee :

( a ) C h a i r m a n (b) Vice-Chairman (c) Honorary Sec re t a ry
(d) Honorary T r e a s u r e r ( e ) Members o f Commit tee

E l e c t i o n o f A u d i t o r s
Any o t h e r b u s i n e s s

To be followed by an i l lus t ra ted talk by Steve Crosby and Ollie Kelly on
Wycombe Dis t r i c t Council's Woodland Strategy (see page 1)

To: Mr J S Gore, 30 Wordsworth Road, High Wycombe, HP11 2UR
NOMINATIONS FOR 1991 AGM

I n o m i n a t e to s t a n d f o r e l e c t i o n a s
Chairman/Vice-Chairman/Honorary S e c r e t a r y / H o n o r a r y Treasurer /Commit tee
member.

S i g n e d : D a t e :

I second t h i s n o m i n a t i o n : S i g n e d : D a t e :

I a g r e e to s t a n d : S i g n e d : D a t e :

— The Higk Wycombe Society Newsletter
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Archaeology in Buckinghamshire
P a u l i n e a n d S t a n l e y C a u v a i n s p o k e a t the
S o c i e t y ' s J a n u a r y Q u a r t e r l y Meet ing a b o u t
t h e i r r a t h e r f u l l - t i m e h o b b y o f
a r c h a e o l o g y. H e r e , D e n i s e L i n d s a y g i v e s h e r
i m p r e s s i o n s o f t h e i r t a l k .

When I t o l d some o f my a c q u a i n t a n c e s t h a t I
had been to a t a lk on archaeology,
r e a c t i o n s we re p r e d i c t a b l e a n d f r u s t r a t i n g :
a p o l i t e "Oh well, each to their own" , o r a
blunt "Rather you than me!" But I d o n ' t
ca re , i t ' s a f a s c i n a t i n g sub jec t , and
P a u l i n e a n d S t a n l e y e a s i l y c o n v e y e d t h i s
f a c t when they gave t h e i r i l l u s t r a t e d t a l k
a t the Royal B r i t i s h L e g i o n H a l l in
J a n u a r y .

• e v e n i n g b e g a n w i t h some s l i d e s s h o w i n g
h a r d y e n t h u s i a s t s wa lk ing a c r o s s fi e l d s ,
u sua l l y in the depths of winter, to find
o u t w h e r e w o u l d be a w o r t h w h i l e p l a c e t o
dig. For example, a blackened a r e a beneath
t h e s u r f a c e c o u l d be e v i d e n c e o f a k i ln ,
there may be "lumps and bumps" to survey,
o r a l i g h t s p r i n k l i n g o f f r o s t o r snow
could show up a t a n t a l i s i n g "something".

We were t h e n a s k e d t o t r y t o imag ine t h e
Wycombe a r e a i n p r e h i s t o r i c t i m e s . P a u l i n e
and S t a n l e y have been lucky enough to fi n d
pieces of worked fl i n t in t h e i r back
g a r d e n , and t h e r e i s e v i d e n c e of fl i n t
m i n e s in t h i s a r ea , with r e fe rences having
been made t o them when t h e r a i l w a y c u t t i n g
was d u g .

" a l l know a b o u t t h e g r a n d Roman v i l l a
which stood on the Rye, but the Roman "Mr
Average" had t o l i v e somewhere, too, and,
it seems, he lived in the Micklefield area
(and obviously o the r p laces) for Pau l ine
and S t a n l e y d i s c o v e r e d t h e r e m a i n s o f a
Roman farm i n t h e g a r d e n o f a h o u s e i n
which they were l i v i n g ! They found p o t t e r y
and a co in , which revea led a date: 110 AD.

A r c h a e o l o g i s t s have to be p r e p a r e d to d r o p
every th ing a t a moment's n o t i c e i n o r d e r t o
go a n d d i g - e v e n i f i t d o e s r a i n f o r t h e
whole weekend. T h i s was the c a s e back i n
1976, when JCB d r i v e r on a s i t e n e a r West
Wycombe n o t i c e d some b o n e s . P a u l i n e a n d
S t a n l e y w e r e a l l o w e d o n t h e s i t e f o r a
weekend, a n d u n c o v e r e d some f o u r t e e n
skeletons. They had been bur ied in c o f fi n s
i n a r o u n d 270 AD.

Another weekend dig took p lace q u i t e
recen t ly behind Wesley Church in P r io ry
Road. T h i s was t h e s i t e o f a m e d i e v a l
homestead, and p ieces of po t t e ry were
d i scove red , from around 1180-90, and a l s o
a n i m a l bones.

Paul ine and S tan ley then spoke to us about
the t i l e and p o t t e r y k i l n s which fl o u r i s h e d
in Penn a n d T y l e r s G r e e n f rom m e d i e v a l
t i m e s up u n t i l the 1 5 t h - 1 6 t h cen tu ry. The
p a t t e r n on t h e t i l e s i s b e s t d e s c r i b e d a s
something l ike transfer printing, and was
apparent ly a f a i r l y cheap way o f producing
them. Penn t i l e s have been d iscovered on an
u p p e r fl o o r i n t h e R o u n d To w e r a t Wi n d s o r
C a s t l e , a s well a s i n P i t s t o n e Church.

F i n a l l y , we w e r e shown s e v e r a l s l i d e s o f
local c a n a l s , k i l n s i t e s and mills . Then we
a l l went home to dream o f fi n d i n g someth ing
anc i en t and s i g n i fi c a n t i n our own back
gardens. A s t u f f y sub jec t? Rubbish! Pass me
a shovel!

D e n i s e L i n d s a y

TRANSPORT NEEDED?

If you need t r a n s p o r t to come to Q u a r t e r l y
Meetings of the Soc ie ty, j u s t telephone an
E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e member a n d we w i l l t r y
to a r r a n g e for someone t o p i c k you up.
Oh, and why not a r range with a member or
members who l i v e n e a r b y t o s h a r e a c a r when
you come to a m e e t i n g ? T h i s would s a v e
p a t r o l , save money, ease the pressure on
parking and help the environment!

- The High Wycombe Society Newsletter -
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Environment Week
11 - 19 Ma y 1991

T h i s y e a r t h e S o c i e t y w i l l b e i n v o l v e d in
two even t s , and your suppor t would be
a p p r e c i a t e d .

* Environment Fair On Saturday 11 May,
Wycombe D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l a r e o r g a n i s i n g
F a i r in t h e G u i l d h a l l f r o m 10am u n t i l 4 . 3 0
o r 5pm a t which s o c i e t i e s a n d g r o u p s w i t h
an i n t e r e s t i n c o n s e r v i n g t h e env i ronmen t
w i l l show t h e i r wares and i n v i t e support
from the public. We have accepted a n

i n v i t a t i o n to p a r t i c i p a t e and wi l l need a
l o t of people t o s t a f f our s t a l l . If you
a r e a b l e and w i l l i n g t o h e l p , p l e a s e
c o n t a c t J o h n Gore o n HW26671.

* Town and Water T r a i l s Once again we wil l
be running our two t r a i l s to show people
po in t s of i n t e r e s t in our local h e r i t a g e .
Both t r a i l s w i l l commence a t 2.15pm on
Sunday 15 May, the Town Tra i l from the
P a r i s h C h u r c h p o r c h and the Wate r Tr a i l
from Pann Mill. Both t ra i l s will fin i sh at
about 4 to 4.15pm a t Pann Mil l , where
r e f r e s h m e n t s w i l l be s e r v e d and t h e r e w i l l
be an o p p o r t u n i t y t o i n s p e c t p r o g r e s s i n
r e s t o r i n g t h e m i l l machinery. Make a n o t e
i n y o u r d i a r y now!

AS WE WERE
From the Newsletter Files
TEN YEARS AGO NO 43 SPRING 1981

Fears f o r open (white) land a t Hazlemere,
Green H i l l and Gomm Val ley a s S e c r e t a r y o f
Stae f o r the Environment i nc reases housing
a l l o c a t i o n f o r S B u c k s t o accommoda te 7500
more people by 1991; Secretary of State
decides n o t to "ca l l in" the a p p l i c a t i o n to
d e m o l i s h t h e O ld C h e q u e r s : " h i s t o r i c
b u i l d i n g s a r e s t i l l w i t h o u t p r o p e r
p ro t ec t i on" ; Green S t r e e t General
Improvement Area to go ahead; High Wycombe
Society Arts Festival Exhibition "Shopping
in Wycombe - Past and Present".

TWENTY YEARS AGO NO 8 FEBRUARY 1971

Proposal to b u i l d "The Dove" Arts Centre
mooted; F u r t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f High
Wycombe & D i s t r i c t P l a n n i n g Rev iew: a s s u m e d
population growth "disturbing"; Public
inquiry into housing development a t
Downley; High Wycombe Society Arts Fes t iva l
Exhib i t ion "High Wycombe - Today and
Tomorrow".

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 18 A p r i l 1991 745pm
Royal Bri t ish Legion Hall
Sy Mary Street

11 - 19 May 1991

Saturday 11 May 1991 10am-4.30pm
Guildhal l

Sunday 12 May 1991 2.15pm

AGM f o l l o w e d by a t a l k on Wycombe
District Council's Woodland Strategy
Steve Crosby and Ollie Kelly

Environment Week 91

E n v i r o n m e n t F a i r ( P l e a s e c o n t a c t
J o h n G o r e HW26671 i f y o u a r e a b l e

to h e l p ) (See t h i s page)

Town T r a i l : meet a t P a r i s h Church
Water Tr a i l : meet at Pann Mill
(See th i s page)

W a t e r Q u a l i t y
S p e a k e r t o b e a n n o u n c e d

Thursday 11 July 1991 8pm
Royal B r i t i s h Legion Hall
St Mary Street
Thursday 28 November -
Sunday 8 December 1991

N a t i o n a l Tr e e Week 1991
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