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WATER, WATER...
At the time of writing, the world i s su f f e r i ng a number of d isas te rs , two o f which
a r e c o n n e c t e d w i t h wa te r. The p e o p l e o f B a n g l a d e s h have been o v e r w h e l m e d by a d e l u g e
of w a t e r f o l l o w i n g a cyclone, w h i l s t E t h i o p i a n s a r e dy ing of s t a r v a t i o n r e s u l t i n g
from a second d i s a s t r o u s drought in seven years. Our h e a r t s go out to them! Whether
o r n o t t h e s e d i s a s t e r s a r e pu re ly n a t u r a l o r e x a c e r b a t e d by human a b u s e of t he
e n v i r o n m e n t b y d e s t r u c t i o n o f t r o p i c a l r a i n f o r e s t s etc. i s open to d e b a t e . In any
event, we cannot live without water, but we need i t in the right quanti ty, at the
r i g h t time and of the r i g h t qual i ty. We our se lves have had s u f fi c i e n t good q u a l i t y
w a t e r on t a p f o r a s long a s we c a n remember. but it d o e s n o t f o l l o w t h a t t h i s w i l l
always be so. We have had below average ra infa l l for the last two years, and have
s e e n t h e Hughenden s t r e a m d r y u p a n d t he R i v e r Wye r e d u c e d to a m e a g r e flow. Apar t
from droughts , increased r a t e s of a b s t r a c t i o n by water companies to meet demand for
modern i n d u s t r i a l p r o c e s s e s and p o p u l a t i o n p r e s s u r e s a r e r e s p o n s i b l e . Water i s a
precious and increasingly rare commodity, and we must do a l l we can as individuals
and a s a community to c o n s e r v e it.

Thames
Water

RUNNING WATER FOR YOU

Wa t e r q u a l i t y is to be the s u b j e c t of our next Quar ter ly
Meeting o n Thursday 18 July at 8pm in the Royal British
Legion Hall, St Mary Street. ( N o t e t h e c h a n g e o f d a t e from
tha t g i v e n i n t h e l a s t Newsletter!) Janet Kent of Thames
Water Customer Se rv ices , who serve much o f t h i s d i s t r i c t ,
w i l l be s p e a k i n g on w a t e r t r e a t m e n t and the r e l a t e d and v i t a l
a s s o c i a t e d sub j ec t , sewage t reatment , and wil l be showing a
video. It s h o u l d be an i n t e r e s t i n g and i n s t r u c t i v e evening.
Q u e s t i o n s w i l l be welcomed. We hope to see you t h e r e ! B r i n g
n o n - m e m b e r s a s w e l l !

ON OTHER PAGES
Old Wycombe: St John ' s h o s p i t a l . . p a g e 2-3: C h i l t e r n Open Air Museum/Open Spaces
S o c i e t y. . . page 3; AGM 1991/Environment Week... page 4; Working toge the r for the
Environment... page 5; Pann Mill pos tca rd /River P o l l u t i o n . . . p a g e 6; Woodland
S t r a t e g y . . . page 7: Modern A r c h i t e c t u r e . . . p a g e 8: R o a d s / P l a n n i n g . . . p a g e 9;
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by L John Mayes
Our P r e s i d e n t , Mr L John Mayes, has kindly S A I N T J O H N ' S H O S P I TA L
made a v a i l a b l e t o t h e S o c i e t y t h e t e x t s o f
a number of a r t i c l e s w h i c h h e o r i g i n a l l y About the o l d e s t p i e c e o f "Old Wycombe"
wrote, some y e a r s ago, fo r the local US le f t v i s i b l e in the town can be seen in
F o r c e s N e w s l e t t e r . We a r e v e r y g r a t e f u l t o Easton S t r e e t , almost oppos i te the Pann
him, and f ee l sure tha t our r eaders wil l Mill en t r ance to the Rye. The remains of
fi n d t h e s e r i e s o f immense i n t e r e s t . N o r m a n a r c h e s a n d w i n d o w t r a c e r y a r e t h e r e ,

a l l t h a t i s l e f t o f t h e H o s p i t a l o f S t J o h n
of Jerusalem, d a t i n g from the 13th and
p o s s i b l y from the 12th cen tu ry.I N T R O D U C T I O N

I t i s a v e r y common e x p e r i e n c e when you
v i s i t a f r i e n d t h a t you a r e g r e e t e d w i t h
"What a pi ty you weren ' t here a few
d a y s / w e e k s / m o n t h s / y e a r s a g o b e c a u s e t h e
house/garden / s t r e e t was looking so much
be t t e r then!" This i s p r e c i s e l y the way I
f e e l when I welcome o v e r s e a s v i s i t o r s t o
High Wycombe - what a pi ty you weren ' t here
e a r l i e r b e f o r e so much o f the town was
p u l l e d a p a r t to make room f o r modern
developments. So, in these articles, I
sha l l hope t o pinpoint people, p l a c e s and
c u s t o m s c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h i s a n c i e n t
borough, and, if my remarks p r o v o k e
i n q u i r i e s , I sha l l t r y to provide the
a n s w e r s .

I s h a l l n o t e n d e a v o u r t o f o l l o w a c h r o n o -
logical p a t t e r n ; tha t i s the job of the
h i s t o r i a n a n d has been done f o r Wycombe in
the form o f a t h r e e - v o l u m e h i s t o r y o f t h e
town p u b l i s h e d i n 1960 . I w r o t e two o f
these th ree volumes and t h a t , toge the r with
some 50 y e a r s o f r e s i d e n c e h e r e d u r i n g
which t i m e I h a v e d e v e l o p e d a c o n s i d e r a b l e
a f f e c t i o n fo r the p lace , i t s people a n d i t s

s u r r o u n d i n g s , must s e r v e a s my q u a l i fi c a t -
ion for wr i t i ng t h i s s e r i e s of a r t i c l e s .
The e a r l y c o n t r i b u t i o n s w i l l be on s u b j e c t s
c o n c e r n i n g w h i c h I h a v e a l r e a d y r e c e i v e d
r e g u l a r i n q u i r i e s from v i s i t o r s , and the
fi r s t w i l l d e a l w i t h t h e N o r m a n r e m a i n s i n
E a s t o n S t r e e t o p p o s i t e t h e Pann M i l l
e n t r a n c e t o t h e Rye.

The O r d e r o f St John had an honou red p l a c e
i n the town, and had the p r o fi t o f several
p r i v i l e g e s s u c h a s t h e h o l d i n g o f a f a i r
w i t h o u t the need to pay the Borough any
fees in r e spec t of s t a l l h o l d e r s , and a l s o
h a d t h e b e n e fi t o f s u n d r y c h a r i t a b l e
legacies. With the income thus der ived , the
O r d e r c o n t i n u e d a s a r e f u g e f o r the poor
a n d s i c k o f t h e t o w n u n t i l t h e D i s s o l u t i o n
o f t h e R e l i g i o u s Houses d u r i n g the r e i g n o f
Henry V I I I i n t h e 1 6 t h cen tu ry. The
H o s p i t a l b u i l d i n g s u n d e r w e n t s e v e r a l
changes of ownership, but finished safely
i n t h e h a n d s o f t h e Mayor and C o r p o r a t i o n
as the town's fi r s t Grammar School, founded
i n 1551 or the reabou ts , and q u i t e c e r t a i n l y
func t ion ing i n 1562. Funds were l imi ted ,
and the fi r s t headmaster ' s annual s t i p e n d
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was "£8, fi v e loads of wood and the
p l e a s u r e a n d p r o fi t o f two cows on the
c o m m o n p a s t u r e , o t h e r w i s e the Rye" The
S c h o o l ' s f u t u r e was s e c u r e d by t h e d e v i c e

o f h a n d i n g i t o v e r to the Queen, E l i zabe th
I, and rece iv ing i t b a c k from h e r ,
confirmed a s a school f o r ever. Over the
y e a r s t h e o l d H o s p i t a l b u i l d i n g s were much

res to red , but by the 1870s they were
proving u t ter ly inadequate, and a new
school was proposed to be built behind
them. The proposal included the knocking
down of the original building, but after
much discussion, i t was decided to preserve

Chi
ltern ФРен

Museum

CHITTERN OPEN AIR MUSEUM: TENTH ANNIVERSARY

Congra tu la t ions t o the C h i l t e r n Open Air
Museum which is c e l e b r a t i n g i t s tenth
anniversary on 4 May t h i s year. The Museumnow has 20 r e - e r e c t e d b u i l d i n g s , inc lud ing
High Wycombe's o l d Toll House from the
C r i c k e t Ground, London Road and E l l i o t t ' s
F u r n i t u r e F a c t o r y. The Museum's opening
hours a r e be ing ex tended t h i s y e a r : from
Wednesdays to Sundays up to 3 November from
2 - 6pm. T h e r e is a l s o t o be a r a n g e of
s p e c i a l e v e n t s . For more i n f o r m a t i o n r i n g
t h e Museum O f fi c e o n C h a l f o n t St G i l e s
71117. The Museum is a t Newlands Park.
Gorelands Lane, Chalfont St Giles.
Admission: A d u l t s £2: C h i l d r e n and Ove r-60s
£1 - 5 0 .

/, 5C

a t any rate the arches of the o r i g i n a l ha l l
and pa r t of the w a l l s o f the chapel. This
was done, but the "preservation" was of a
very sketchy kind, and time and the weather
have not d e a l t kindly with what are l oca l ly
known as "the ruins". S t i l l , there they
s tand, medieval work, genuine and f u l l y
d o c u m e n t e d .

L JOHN MAYES

I t i s the Royal Grammar School o f
the 1870s, which has r ecen t l y and
sadly been a l l but demolished,
l e a v i n g only the facade.

THE
OPEN SPACES

SOCIETY

We e n c l o s e a l e a fl e t i n v i t i n g you to become
a member of the Open Spaces S o c i e t y, and
would l i k e to commend the i d e a t o you. The
High Wycombe S o c i e t y is i t s e l f a f fi l i a t e d .
and has reason to be g r a t e f u l to the OSS
for i t s a s s i s t a n c e to o u r S o c i e t y o v e r t h e
years; in p a r t i c u l a r , for i t s he lp in the
1960s to the Rye P r o t e c t i o n Society, our
predecessor, during t h e s u c c e s s f u l fi g h t t o
s ave the Rye from a r e l i e f road. Commons.
v i l l a g e g r e e n s , f o o t p a t h s a n d o t h e r o p e n
s p a c e s a l l over t h e c o u n t r y a r e u n d e r
threat, and the OSS needs many more people
to s u p p o r t i t in i t s i m p o r t a n t work.

More d e t a i l s c a n be o b t a i n e d f rom: The
Open Spaces Society. 25A Bell Street ,
Henley-on-Thames, Oxon. RG9 2BA.
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A G M 1991
About 45 members a t t e n d e d the AGM on 18
Apri l a t the Royal B r i t i s h Legion Hall, St
Mary Street, t o hear r e p o r t s o n t h e
previous year's ac t iv i t ies and on the
fi n a n c i a l posi t ion, and to e l e c t o f fi c e r s
and commi t t ee members. The Chairman, Roger
L a w s o n , r e f e r r e d t o J a c k S c r u t o n ' s
unfor tuna te absence due to i l l n e s s , w h i c h
had a l s o a f f e c t e d the S o c i e t y ' s r e sponse t o
p l a n n i n g a p p l i c a t i o n s . He appea led to
m e m b e r s to, come forward to he lp in th is
impor tant p a r t o f the S o c i e t y ' s r a i s o n
d ' e t r e . The Secretary, John Gore, presentedthe Annual Report, commenting that although
membership had increased slightly from 372
to 380, greater recruitment effor ts were
n e e d e d t o e n a b l e u s to make more impact.
The Treasurer, Nick Giles , presented the
a c c o u n t s for the y e a r e n d i n g 28 February
1991. At £378-98, the c l o s i n g b a l a n c e was
down on the opening ba lance of €866-47.
This was l a rg e l y accounted f o r by the
p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e r e p o r t "New T h i n k i n g on
Transport", which was a major contribution
to the d e b a t e on r o a d s and road t r a n s p o r t
both l o c a l l y and f u r t h e r a fi e l d , c o p i e s o f
which were s e n t to a l i C o u n t y and D i s t r i c t
C o u n c i l l o r s and l ead ing o f fi c i a l s .

A l ive ly ques t ion time followed t h e

r e p o r t s . and t h e C h a i r m a n a g r e e d t h a t t h e
aims and o b j e c t i v e s of the Soc ie ty needed
f u l l e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n the n e a r f u tu r e .

In the subsequent e l e c t i o n s . the fo l lowing
w e r e e l e c t e d :

P r e s i d e n t : Mr L J Mayes
V i c e - p r e s i d e n t s : Mi s s M a r j o r i e Nash a n d Mrs
K a t h l e e n P e a t e y

Chairman: Mr Roger Lawson (HW 528047)
Vi c e - c h a i r m a n : Mrs E v e l y n Roe (HW 532575)
S e c r e t a r y : Mr John Gore (HW 526671)
T r e a s u r e r : Mr Nick G i l e s
Commit tee :
Mr Co l in Adams, Mr P e t e r Hazzard, Mrs
L o t t i e Kearney (Publicat ions) , Mrs Myra
King (Pann Mill Group), Mr Jack Scruton
(Planning Secretary), Mr Ron Sims (Minutes -
Secretary) , Mr Neil Timberlake, Mrs Janet
Tully, Mrs Annie Woodward (Membersh ip
S e c r e t a r y ) .

After the AGM, Miss Neridah Wyat t -Spra t t
was c o - o p t e d on to t h e committee.

NATIONAL
C I V I C
TRUST

MAY 11 - MAY 19

environment
SPONSORED BY

Batist

TELECOM

WEEK 190%

TOWN AND WAT E R T R A I L S
As usual in Environment Week, we walked the Town and
Water T r a i l s . F i f t e e n or s o p e o p l e j o i n e d P r u e Meek
and Roger Lawson in l o o k i n g at p o i n t s o f i n t e r e s t
a r o u n d the Rye , and a s i m i l a r number m e a n d e r e d
a r o u n d t h e t o w n c e n t r e c o n s e r v a t i o n
B a r b a r a R i p p i n g t o n , Annie Woodward and John Gore .
There was a welcome c u p of t e a a n d an e x h i b i t i o n
provided by Myra King and her team awai t ing us a t
Pann Mill. Altogether a very pleasant af ternoon!

E N V I R O N M E N T FA I R

The G u i l d h a l l was t h e venue f o r a n
E n v i r o n m e n t F a i r o r g a n i s e d by Wycombe
D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l to l a u n c h t h i s y e a r ' s
Environment Week. Environmentally conscious
g r o u p s were i n v i t e d t o set u p s t a l l s to
promote t h e i r a ims and a t t r a c t new members.
L o t t i e Kearney. P e t e r H a z z a r d and Syd

Spence planned and set up our s t a l l , with
some e x c e l l e n t p h o t o g r a p h s o f l o c a l s c e n e s
t a k e n by Syd f o r m i n g t he c e n t r e p i e c e . In
s p i t e of Wycombe Wanderers: a t t r a c t i n g a
l o t o f p e o p l e t o Wembley on tha t d a y. t h e r e
w a s a s t e a d y fl o w of v i s i t o r s and some new
members were recruited. Many thanks to a l l
who marined the s t a l l from 10 t i l l 4.
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WORKING TOGETHER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

T h i s w a s t h e t i t l e o f a o n e - d a y s y m p o s i u m
( i n common p a r l a n c e , a g e t - t o g e t h e r a n d
c h a t - i n ) o r g a n i s e d in Environment Week by
Wycombe D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l , and h e l d a t C o u r t
Garden, Marlow. The High Wycombe Society
was r e p r e s e n t e d by y o u r H o n o r a r y S e c r e t a r y
and Chairman, a l t h o u g h other members a n d
f r i e n d s o f the S o c i e t y were a l s o p r e s e n t
r e p r e s e n t i n g o t h e r g r o u p s i n v o l v e d i n
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y - r e l a t e d causes .

T h e i n t r o d u c t i o n b y t h e n e w l y - a p p o i n t e d
Chairman of WDC, Pam P r i e s t l e y , had drawn
the a t t e n t i o n o f d e l e g a t e s t o t h e i r c o p i e s
of the WDC Environmental S t r a t e g y,
published in April of t h i s i y e a r , which is
a v a i l a b l e from the Counc i l O f fi c e s . T h i s
document g i v e s p r e t t y d e t a i l e d s t a t e m e n t
of i n t e n t , f e a t u r i n g such top ic s as
p o l l u t i o n c o n t r o l , h e r i t a g e and
c o n s e r v a t i o n a r e a s , d e s i g n in b u i l d i n g s .
urban neg l ec t , t r a n s p o r t , the countrys ide
a n d , not l e a s t , h e a l t h and s a f e t y ; a l l
v i t a l aspects of our dai ly l ives. The
S t r a t e g y a l s o summar i se s e n v i r o n m e n t a l
i n i t i a t i v e s a l r e a d y t aken by WDC.

WDC had i n v i t e d f o u r keyno te s p e a k e r s from
dive r se o rg a n i s a t i o n s :

• Andrew Blaza, Head of the CBI's
r e c e n t l y - e s t a b l i s h e d Environment U n i t , gave
a forthright presentation of the CBI's work
in i n fl u e n c i n g i t s i n d u s t r i a l a n d commerc-
i a l m e m b e r s t o r e s p o n s i b l e s t e w a r d s h i p o f
the p r o c e s s e s and r e s o u r c e s t h e y o p e r a t e
a n d   c o n s u m e .

• Nearer to the S o c i e t y ' s home ground.
Daphne Kelly, Development O f fi c e r o f t h e

C i v i c T r u s t , gave a w i d e - r a n g i n g t a l k on
t h e a i m s a n d p o l i c i e s o f t h e T r u s t , w i t h
which our S o c i e t y i s r e g i s t e r e d . The T r u s t
i s m u c h c o n c e r n e d a t p r e s e n t w i t h the
g r e a t e r p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f i t s m e m b e r
s o c i e t i e s i n p r o d u c t i v e c o n s e r v a t i o n
p r o j e c t s .

•   T h e r e   f o l l o w e d   a   s u n m a r y   b y   B r i a n
Ether idge . A s s i s t a n t S e c r e t a r y f o r t h e
Environment. Associat ion o f D i s t r i c t
C o u n c i l s , o f t h e i m p a c t o f t h e
Env i ronmenta l P r o t e c t i o n Act. T h i s came
into e f f e c t in Apr i l . and places s p e c i fi c

W Y C O M B E
DISTRICT COUNCIL

d u t i e s on loca l a u t h o r i t i e s to d i s p o s e o f
l i t t e r a n d o t h e r w i s e c l e a n u p t h e l o c a l
environment, notably with regard to dogs'
d r o p p i n g s . The Act p r o v i d e s the o r d i n a r y
c i t i z e n w i t h t h e m e a n s t o e n s u r e t h a t a
local a u t h o r i t y does i t s job p r o p e r l y.

• The f o u r t h p r e s e n t a t i o n was made by
George B a k e r a n d Dr R i c h a r d Hornby o f
E n g l i s h Na ture ( f o r m e r l y known a s t h e
N a t u r e Conse rvancy Council) . T h e i r t a l k ,
i l l u s t r a t e d by s l i d e s , drew the a t t e n t i o n
o f the a u d i e n c e t o the d e l i g h t s o f t h e
English count rys ide on t h e i r doors teps , and
descr ibed the conserva t ion work o f Engl ish
Nature, p a r t i c u l a r l y with regard to the
rec l ama t ion of former i n d u s t r i a l s i t e s .

The a f t e r n o o n programme had been o r g a n i s e d
i n t o small group "workshops" o r d i s c u s s i o n
groups, in which de l ega te s had chosen t o
p a r t i c i p a t e a c c o r d i n g to t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r
interests . My group, d iscuss ing " N e g l e c t i n
the Envi ronment" had c e n t r e d on WDC's
c o n c e r n to make i m p r o v e m e n t s i n r e s i d e n t i a l
and i n d u s t r i a l a r eas , and e s p e c i a l l y
t h r o u g h the G e n e r a l Improvement Area
Schemes, which have S O far, in my opinion,
a c h i e v e d v a r i e d success .
In the workshop a t t e n d e d by John Gore,
"Urban and rural. na ture conservat ion" , t h e
need f o r c o n t i n u i n g e d u c a t i o n was t h e main
theme, with de l ega te s asking why t h e
environmental message so o f t e n g e t s l o s t in
the t eenage y e a r s .

Due c r e d i t must be g i v e n t o WDC for
o r g a n i s i n g t h i s Symposium. A p a r t f rom t h e
gues t s p e a k e r s who s o c a p a b l y s t i m u l a t e d
a n d i n f o r m e d t h e a u d i e n c e , t h e s o c i a l
c o n t a c t b e t w e e n t h e c o u n c i l l o r s a n d
o f fi c e r s who were p resen t , and
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of l o c a l i n d u s t r i e s .
u t i l i t i e s a n d c o n s e r v a t i o n g r o u p s was b o t h
p o s i t i v e and helpful . T h i s c o n t a c t s h o u l d
be encouraged to cont inue , poss ib ly by
m e e t i n g s o f s h o r t e r l e n g t h b u t o f e q u a l
impact and concern.

Roger Lawson, Chairman
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PANN MILL, THE RYE,
HIGH WYCOMBE

There has been a water mill
at this spot on the River
Wye for over 900 years. The
Domesday Book of 1086
records it as one of six mills
in Wicumbe which ground
corn. The old Pann Mill
was demolished in 1967
leaving only the water
wheel.
The present building was
erected in 1984, and the mill
machinery is being restored
by the High Wycombe
Society.

Drawing of Pann Mill by Susan Hart
Reproduced by courtesy of British

Telecommunica t ions PLC
Published by the High Wycombe Society
Publication sponsored by British Telecom

HI
GH

You may r e c a l l t h a t i n E n v i r o n m e n t Week
1990 B r i t i s h Telecom k i n d l y p r e s e n t e d the
Society with a framed drawing of Pann Mill.
We h a v e now p r o d u c e d some p o s t c a r d s in
b l a c k - a n d - w h i t e for s a l e a t 15p e a c h making

tho printuse of th i s drawing (reproduced here). We
a r e f u r t h e r i n d e b t e d to BT f o r s p o n s o r i n g
the printing of the cards. Why not get some
y o u r s e l f ? P r o c e e d s w i l l a i d P a n n M i l l
r e s t o r a t i o n .

R I V E R
P O L L U T I O N
It is very r e g r e t t a b l e that the River Wye
has s u f f e r e d from p o l l u t i o n a c o u p l e of
t i m e s a t l e a s t i n r e c e n t m o n t h s . S w i f t
a c t i o n i s n e e d e d wheneve r p o l l u t i o n o c c u r s
in o r d e r to l i m i t i t s h a r m f u l e f f e c t s .
Should you e v e r see any s i g n s of s p i l l a g e
i n t h e r i v e r , p l e a s e a d v i s e the N a t i o n a l
R i v e r s A u t h o r i t y (NRA) a s soon as p o s s i b l e .

The i r n u m b e r s a r e : -
Normal o f fi c e hours: Reading (0734) 311422
All other times: (0734) 575268, or dial
100 and a s k f o r FREEPHONE RIVER POLLUTION
t o g e t in t o u c h w i t h the c o n t i n u o u s l y
s t a f f e d NRA C o n t r o l Room.

The NRA t a k e s s w i f t and v i g o r o u s a c t i o n i n
a l l cases of p o l l u t i o n , and your he lp would
be w a r n l y   w e l c o m e d .

( C h i l t e r n News March 1991)

- The High Wycombe Society Newsletter .
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WOODLAND
STRATEGY H O S

D e n i s e L i n d s a y r e p o r t s on t h e A p r i l 1991
Quarterly Meeting talk, which took p l a c e
a f t e r t h e AGM.

The Wycombe D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l Woodland
S t r a t e g y was launched a t Court Garden,
Marlow on 24 April 1990, to plan for and
t a k e c a r e o f t h e f o u r t e e n w o o d l a n d s i t e s
owned by t h e Counc i l . As you may i m a g i n e ,
t h e r e w a s a n   e n o r m o u s a m o u n t o f w o r k t o b e

d o n e r e s u l t of t h e s t o r m damage.

O l l i e K e l l y and S t e v e C r o s b y are Landscape
a n d Development O f fi c e r a n d Wo o d l a n d s
O f fi c e r respec t ive ly, and these two
d e d i c a t e d and e n t h u s i a s t i c gen t l emen
e n t e r t a i n e d us and o u r g u e s t s w i t h an
e n l i g h t e n i n g t a l k on t h e Woodland S t r a t e g y
a f t e r t h e b u s i n e s s o f t h e AGM.

Our home i n S a n d s o v e r l o o k s t h e C a s t l e fi e l d
Wood, and I well remember watching with
amazement a s the r e l e n t l e s s wind f e l l e d

WYCOMBE
WOODLANDS

t r e e a f t e r t r e e in January 1990. I t was a
l i t e r a l l y awesome s i g h t , and one we a l l
hope w i l l n e v e r be r e p e a t e d . We have
watched the subsequen t work w i th i n t e r e s t .
and a s S t e v e and O l l i e showed t h e i r s l i d e s ,
I was a b l e to put up my hand s e v e r a l t i m e s
when asked "Does anyone know t h i s a r e a ? " !

Much c l e a r i n g and r e p l a n t i n g h a s t a k e n
place in Castlefield and Rowcliffe Woods
and Roundwood, with help from o rg a n i s a t i o n s
s u c h   a s the Rotary Club, S o r o p t i m i s t s a n d
almost fi f t y schools, not f o r g e t t i n g t h e
High Wycombe Society.

I t w a s i n t e r e s t i n g t o l e a r n w h i c h t y p e s of
t r e e have been p l a n t e d , and in C a s t l e fi e l d
Wood t h e r e are now 45% beech, 14% oak. 10%
cher ry, 5% hornbeam, ash, rowan, maple and
a l s o 100 y e w s h a v e b e e n d o t t e d t h r o u g h o u t
the wood. Inc iden t ly, over 10.000 sap l ings
came from a nursery in Lincolnshire. Future
plans include new footpaths, commemorative

seat ing and s t e p s to be c o n s t r u c t e d by
v o l u n t e e r s to k e e p out b i k e s and cars .

Some of t h e t r e e s have been fi t t e d w i t h
b i r d b o x e s a n d bat b o x e s (made by r e s i d e n t s
o f H i l l c r e s t H a n d i c a p p e d C e n t r e ) a n d t h e s e
w i l l be m o n i t o r e d by a w i l d l i f e g r o u p .
While l i t t e r dumping r e m a i n s a p e r e n n i a l
p rob lem, i t seems t h a t e v e r y c l o u d has a
s i l v e r l ining, for we were shown a s l i d e o f
a family o f mice who had made t h e m s e l v e s a t

home i n   t h e   b o d y   o f   a   d u m p e d   v a c u u m
c l e a n e r ! However, byelaw s i g n s w i l l be
e r e c t e d i n t h e future, and hopefully there
w i l l be l e s s l i t t e r .

F i n a l l y, Steve and O l l i e ' s t a l k brought
home t o us j u s t how n e c e s s a r y w o o d l a n d s
are, how they enhance the q u a l i t y of l i f e .
Where b e t t e r to go h o r s e - r i d i n g .
dog-walking. bird watching or jogging?

D e n i s e L i n d s a y
I l l u s t r a t i o n from C h i l t e r n Woodland P r o j e c t
Guide to Tree P l a n t i n g in the C h i l t e r n s

- The High Wycombe Society Newsletter .
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ARCHITECTURE
Our c o n t r i b u t i o n las t year (1990) to the
Wycombe A r t s F e s t i v a l was a t a l k by
Professor Roger Scruton on Vernacular
Architecture, strongly suppor t ive of Prince
C h a r l e s ' v i e w s o n t r a d i t i o n a n d h e r i t a g e
a n d   c l a s s i c a l   d e s i g n .   T h i s   p r o v e d   a
d i f fi c u l t act t o fo l l ow, and we a r e
enormously g r a t e f u l t o Michael Tebbot, who
a g r e e d a t v e r y s h o r t n o t i c e ( s o many o t h e r s
had d e c l i n e d ) t o come and t a l k t o us in
support of modern archi tec ture . There
must, we felt, be something good to be s a i d
f o r i t !

Now a p r a c t i s i n g a r c h i t e c t in E a s t o n
S t r e e t , Michael Tebbot 's a r c h i t e c t u r a l
e d u c a t i o n took p l a c e i n two d i f f e r e n t
schools of architecture, and finally at the
A r c h i t e c t u r a l A s s o c i a t i o n .

As a n e n t h u s i a s t f o r modern a r c h i t e c t u r e
we could not have found b e t t e r : Michae l ' s
z e a l f o r h i s s u b j e c t was i n f e c t i o u s .
Welcoming P r i n c e C h a r l e s ' p u b l i c o p i n i n g ,
which has opened up publ ic debate on the
sub j ec t , he a l s o p ra i sed the P r i n c e ' s Ten
P r i n c i p l e s o f A r c h i t e c t u r e , e x p l a i n e d i n
his book "Vision of Britain" published in
1989. Michael i l l u s t r a t e d in h i s many
s l i d e s how a l l of the P r i n c e ' s p r i n c i p l e s
had, in fact, been adhered to in modern
work.

S u p p o r t e r s o f Modernism e s p o u s e I n d u s t r i a l
Method as their rationale, and Modernism is
the express ion of their democratic ideals--
t h e y w o u l d s a y t h e d e b a t e i s b e t w e e n
democratic popul i s t t a s t e (Rod Hackney, Max
Hutchinson, Richard Rogers, et all and t h e
a r i s t o c r a t i c a n d t r a d i t i o n a l ( P r i n c e
Charles, the Pub l i c ) .

T h o s e o f u s who we re l e f t s t r u g g l i n g by
s u c h p r o n o u n c e m e n t s c o u l d a t t e n d t o t h e
s l ides . Excusing the ma l func t ion ing
c a r o u s e l , these were superb , a wea l th of
modern a r c h i t e c t u r e in b u i l d i n g s d e s i g n e d
by the c u r r e n t "g rea t s " -- Frank Lloyd
Wright, James S t i r l i n g , Richard Meier.
Pe te r S m i t h s o n et al. We saw museums,
f a c t o r i e s schools, c o l l e g e s and, in my
view, one of the most s u c c e s s f u l , a
development of housing, offices and shops
in Oslo, a mixture of glass and concrete
with varied roof levels, building lines and
angles. I have never a g r e e d w i t h the term
"exciting" being appl ied t o b u i l d i n g s , they
a r e too p a s s i v e f o r t h i s a c t i v e wor ld , but
t h i s N o r w e g i a n d e v e l o p m e n t e x c i t e d my
i n t e r e s t c o n s i d e r a b l y.

A f t e r an h o u r o f b e i n g s a t u r a t e d by some o f
t h e b e s t examples o f modern a r c h i t e c t u r e
from all over the world, the last slide wasof Edwin Lutyens' cot tage, small windows,
b r i c k , f a m i l i a r . With a shock I found

best of modern architecture: perhaps we are
n o s t a l g i c , and wish to keep the
a r c h i t e c t u r e o f t h e p a s t b e c a u s e a l l t h a t
we have l e f t a r e examples o f the best.

Barbara Rippington

The High Wycombe Society Newsletter



ROADS
The Society publ ished i t s report "New
Thinking on Transport" i n Apr i l 1990.
J u d g i n g by the r e c e n t P o l i c y O u t l i n e
Statement by Malcolm Rifkind, Sec re ta ry of
State for Transport, a great deal of the
c o n t e n t s o f h i s p r o p o s a l s c o u l d w e l l h a v e
been w r i t t e n by the same a u t h o r , E l s a
Woodward! ( S t i l l , as many would say, i t s
t h e o l d s t o r y : where High Wycombe S o c i e t y
l eads today, o t h e r s wi l l fol low tomorrow!)

F o l l o w i n g   o n   f r o m   e x p l o r a t o r y   d i s c u s s i o n s
on Roads P o l i c y w i t h o f fi c e r s of the
Wycombe D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l and Bucks County
Counc i l l a s t December, the Roads Group i s
now abou t t o make p r e s e n t a t i o n s to a l l

P L A N N I N G
This has not been a good week f o r t h o s e who
care about our local environment. On Monday
(3 June) the go-ahead was given for a ski
slope in Deangarden Wood, and on Wednesday
(5 J u n e ) c o u n c i l l o r s p o s t p o n e d a d e c i s i o n
on Adams Park t r a i n i n g pi tch. One wonders
why we h a v e a l o c a l p l a n w h e n i t c a n s o
e a s i l y be b r e a c h e d .

S K I S L O P E
One o f t h e few r e m a i n i n g r u s t i c c o r n e r s o f
High Wycombe wil l soon disappear when a dry
ski s l o p e wi th a l l i t s a t t e n d a n t b u i l d i n g s
and a c t i v i t i e s i s b u i l t i n D e a n g a r d e n Wood.
A n c i e n t woodland and r a r e p l a n t s w i l l be
d e s t r o y e d a n d i n c r e a s e d t r a f fi c w i l l fl o o d
t h e a r e a when Abbey B a r n Lane i s w i d e n e d .
Jack S c r u t o n t h i n k s t h i s i s one o f the

w o r s t p l a n n i n g d e c i s i o n s e v e r . a n d he h a s
s e e n s o m e b a d o n e s !

A D A M S P A R K
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o Wycombe Wandere r s on
winn ing the FA Trophy! Somehow t h e y   m a n a g e d
to do it w i thou t a t r a i n i n g p i t c h a l o n g s i d e
the main p i t c h a t Adams Pa rk ! The l a t e s t
p o s i t i o n i s t h a t b e f o r e a d e c i s i o n i s
made the c l u b a r e b e i n g a s k e d to lower t h e
p r o p o s e d t r a i n i n g p i t c h w h i c h i s some 25
f e e t above road l e v e l w i th fl o o d l i g h t i n g a t
o v e r 50 f e e t a b o v e t h a t . O u r m a i n
o b j e c t i o n to t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n i s t h a t i t i s
an i n f r i n g e m e n t o f the Green Belt anda n it don
C h i l t e r n s AONB. We s t i l l think tha t there
s h o u l d be a a public inqui ry to s e t t l e the
matter. We fear tha t giving way on th is
w i l l l e a d to f u r t h e r p r e s s u r e on t h e G r e e n
Belt in this part of the d i s t r i c t .

t h r e e m a j o r p o l i t i c a l g r o u p s o n t h e s e l o c a l
au thor i t i e s , in conjunct ion with High
Wycombe F r i e n d s o f t he E a r t h , who g e n e r a l l y
s h a r e o u r views and p o l i c y p r o p o s a l s on
t h i s s u b j e c t .

T h e s e p r e s e n t a t i o n s w i l l d e v e l o p t h e i d e a s
suggested in our p u b l i c a t i o n , and seek to
p e r s u a d e t h e c o u n c i l l o r s t h a t g r a n d i o s e
r o a d s c h e m e s , s u c h a s t h e p r o p o s e d N o r t h e r n
R e l i e f Road, w i l l s o l v e n o t h i n g , b u t , on
t h e c o n t r a r y , w i l l e n c o u r a g e g r e a t e r r o a d
c o n g e s t i o n .
(In the meantime, we r e a l l y must t r y to
fi n d out how a copy of our "New Thinking on
T r a n s p o r t " g o t i n t o t h e h a n d s o f t h e
Transpo r t S e c r e t a r y and so i n fl u e n c e d h i s
t h i n k i n g ! )

Roger Lawson

P O U L T R Y A F F A I R
For several years. Lord Palumbo has wanted
t o r e p l a c e the l i s t e d Mappin & Webb
b u i l d i n g and a d j o i n i n g b u i l d i n g s i n P o u l t r y
in the Ci ty of London by a new b u i l d i n g
designed by James S t i r l i n g , a well-known
modern a r c h i t e c t . Lord Palumbo s a y s t h e new
bu i ld ing wil l be a "masterpiece": Prince
C h a r l e s on t h e o t h e r hand s a y s i t l o o k s
l i k e a "1930s wire less s e t " ! SAVE B r i t a i n ' s
H e r i t a g e has been fi g h t i n g f o r t h e
r e t e n t i o n of t h e l i s t e d b u i l d i n g s t h r o u g h
a l l s t ages of appeal, but r e c e n t l y the
H o u s e o f L o r d s d e c i d e d i n f a v o u r o f L o r d
Palumbo's proposal. Conse rva t ion i s t s see
t h i s a s a s e r i o u s s e t b a c k i n t h e d e f e n c e o f
o u r h e r i t a g e . It i s fi r m l y hoped t h a t t h i s
r u l i n g w i l l n o t b e u s e d   a s p r e c e d e n t .

That ' s a good p lace f o r our DIY w a r e h o u s e !
We'll get those o l d l i s t e d bu i ld ings pu l l ed
down a n d pu t o u r ' s up instead. I t ' s going
t o be a "masterpiece"!

- The Hiak Wycombe Society Newsletter
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NEW MEMBERS
We e x t e n d a warm welcome t o t h e f o l l o w i n g
n e w m e m b e r s :

Ms N W v a t t - S p r a t t . O a k r i d g e R o a d
Miss M A Isherwood, P r i o r y Road
Mr S S Seehra , West Wycombe Road
Mrs M Cummins. Penn
Mr & Mrs B Goodwin. Warren Wood.
Miss R A But l e r. London Road.
Mrs S F Smith. Eaton Avenue
Mr P F Wright. The P a s t u r e s
Mr & Mrs D Willmot. D e s b o r o u g h Avenue

S U B S C R I F T I O N S
Membership Secretary, Mrs Annie Woodward,
would l i k e t o t h a n k a l l t h o s e members who
p a i d t h e i r 1991/2 s u b s c r i p t i o n s s o p r o m p t l y
(they became due on 1 March 1991), and
e s p e c i a l l y t o t h o s e who i n c r e a s e d t h e i r
subs. above the minimum asked for. She
would be p l e a s e d t o r e c e i v e any subs. s t i l l
o u t s t a n d i n g . Her a d d r e s s i s : 20 C o n i n g s b y
Road, High Wycombe, HP13 5NX.

O B I T V A R Y
We r e c o r d w i t h r e g r e t the d e a t h s o f the
f o l l o w i n g members o f the Soc ie ty. a n d
e x t e n d our sympathy to their f a m i l i e s and
f r i e n d s :

Miss E P e r k i n s . Avel ing Road

Mr E J Rogers, Rosebery Avenue

G I F T T O T H E
S O C I E T Y

The E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e would l i k e t o
acknowledge a most g e n e r o u s g i f t from a
f o u n d e r member o f t h e S o c i e t y t o a i d t h e
S o c i e t y ' s finances . This g i f t w i l l be a
g r e a t e n c o u r a g e m e n t t o u s a l l t o r e d o u b l e
our e f f o r t s t o i n c r e a s e o u r membership and
p u r s u e o u r a ims o f conserving and enhancing
t h e b e s t o f o u r h e r i t a g e .

DEATH OF JACK SCRUTON

We v e r y much r e g r e t t o announce the d e a t h
o f J a c k S c r u t o n on 11 June. He had b e e n
u n w e l l a n d v i r t u a l l y c o n fi n e d t o h i s
home for several months, but in s p i t e of
h i s b r e a t h i n g p r o b l e m s he c o n t i n u e d to p l a y
an a c t i v e r o l e in r e s p o n d i n g to l o c a l
p l a n n i n g p r o b l e m s . We e x t e n d o u r sympathy
to Ol ive . J a c k ' s wife, and to the r e s t of
h i s family.
J a c k S c r u t o n was a f o u n d e r member i n 1 9 6 8
of the High Wycombe Soc i e ty, and before
t h a t he had been a c t i v e in the Rye
Protec t ion Society, which success fu l ly
f o u g h t a p r o p o s a l t o b u i l d a r o a d o n t h e
Rye. He was Honorary S e c r e t a r y o f o u r

S o c i e t y f r o m i t s f o r m a t i o n u n t i l 1 9 8 8 . a n d
c o n t i n u e d a s P l a n n i n g S e c r e t a r y u n t i l h i s
d e a t h .
A f u l l e r a p p r e c i a t i o n of J a c k ' s l i f e and
c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t he b e t t e r m e n t o f High
Wycombe wi l l be given in our next issue.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
T h u r s d a y 18 J u l y 1991 8pm
(Please note change of da te )
Royal B r i t i s h Legion H a l l
St Mary S t r e e t

T h u r s d a y 10 O c t o b e r 1991 8pm
Regg ie Goves C e n t r e
P a u l s Row

T h u r s d a y 28 November -
Sunday 8 December 1991

Wate r Q u a l i t y J a n e t Kent o f
Thames Water Customer Serv ices

Birds of Buckinghamshire with
s p e c i a l r e fe rence to the b i r d s of
Hughenden Valley Daryll Hamley

N a t i o n a l T r e e Week 1991

— The High Wycombe Society Newsletter


