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A TOWN COUNCIL? PLEASE SIGN THE PETITION!
Loca l g o v e r n m e n t i s a b o u t t o
be re formed. Not again, you
may be thinking, b u t i t i s .
Next y e a r t h e L o c a l G o v e r n m e n t
Commission w i l l be look ing a t
Buckinghamshire and , w h a t e v e r

a r e c o n s u l t e d a b o u t i m p o r t a n tm a t t e r s i n t h e i r a r e a , such a s
p l a n n i n g . Many p e o p l e in High
Wycombe, including
o u r D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l l o r sillo Mayond
m e m b e r s o f t h e High Wycombe

they decide, i t is l ikely that
High w y c o m b e w i l l b e
i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o n e w
'unitary ' d i s t r i c t . This will
be l a r g e r t h a n t h e p r e s e n t
Wycombe D i s t r i c t , and the town

e n o u g h p e o p l e p e t i t i o n
L o c a l G o v e r n m e n t C o m m i s s i o n e r s
a b o u t i t , we may be a b l e to
h a v e o n e .

w i l l fi n i s h up w i t h f e v e r
D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l l o r s t o l o o k
a f t e r i t s i n t e r e s t s .

A t p r e s e n t , e v e r y town a n d
v i l l a g e in Wycombe D i s t r i c t
e x c e p t t h e a r e a o f t h e o l d
Borough of High Wycombe has
e i t h e r an e l e c t e d C o u n c i l o r a
P a r i s h C o u n c i l . T h e s e c o u n c i l s

P lease s i gn the p e t i t i o n form
e n c l o s e d w i t h t h i s N e w s l e t t e r
and s e n d it t o t h e TownC l e r k .
E v e n i f y o u c a n n o t m a k e t h e
14th December d e a d l i n e , p l e a s e
s e n d i t a n y w a y . It w i l l h e l p
t o show how much we c a r e a b o u t
o u r t o w n !

J o n n   G o r e

SUBSCRIPTION REMINDER
Have your renewed your subscription yet,
the one that runs from March 1993 until
the end of February 1994? If not, it would
be of great help to the Society if you
would pay as soon as possible, please.
Please send any outstanding subscriptions
to our Membership Secretary, Mrs Annie
Woodward, 2 0 Coningsby R o a d , I High
Wycombe HP13 6UR. The cu r r en t r a t e s are:

Individual £ 4=50; Family £6=50; Retirement
Pensioner £ 2=00; Affiliated Societies £5 for
first 50 members or part thereof, £2 for
e a c h s u b s e q u e n t 5 0 m e m b e r s u p to a
maximum of £ 15=00. If you are not sure if
you a r e up to da te , Annie would be p l e a s e d
to let you know; her number is HW527978
Also, would you kindly let her know if you
change your address.

...caring about our town and heritageR E G I S T E R E D
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WYCOMBE DISTRICT LOCAL PLAN PUBLIC INQUIRY
It w a s b a c k i n m i d - J u n e t h a t t h e f a c i l i t i e s b u t t h i n k t h i s c l a u s e
P u b l i c I n q u i r y o n t h e Wy c o m b e c o u l d l e a d t o l o s s o f i r r e p l a c e -
D i s t r i c t Loca l P l a n s t a r t e d , a n d a b l e g r e e n s p a c e i n b u i l t - u p
h e a r i n g s c o n t i n u e d u n t i l t h e a r e a s , s o we a s k e d f o r i t t o b e
beg inn ing of O c t o b e r, apa r t from r e m o v e d .
a b r e a k in Augus t . The I n s p e c t o r ,
Mr I a n Macpherson, C h a r t e r e d
E n g i n e e r , from t h e Depar tment o f
t h e E n v i r o n m e n t , h e a r d l i t e r a l l y
d o z e n s o f o b j e c t i o n s r a n g i n g
f r o m t h o s e m a d e b y i n d i v i d u a l s
c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e e f f e c t o f
t h e p l a n on t h e i r own p r o p e r t i e s
t h r o u g h t o t h o s e f r o m m u l t i -
n a t i o n a l o i l companies ,
r e p r e s e n t e d by c o u n s e l , keen on
p u s h i n g t h r o u g h t h e i r s c h e m e s
f o r m o t o r w a y s e r v i c e a r e a s

P o l i c y C3 A r e a s of S p e c i a l
R e s t r a i n t (ASRs) T h e s e a r e a s ,
i n c l u d i n g Gomm V a l l e y , G r a n g e
and Te r r i e r s Farms, l a n d on t h e
L a n e E n d R o a d a t S a n d s a n d a t

Abbey Barn , a r e b e i n g h e l d in
r e s e r v e f o r   p o s s i b l e f u t u r e
h o u s i n g d e v e l o p m e n t , b u t for t h e
t i m e b e i n g t h e y a r e t r e a t e d a s if
they were in the Green B e l t , t h a t
i s , p r o t e c t e d a g a i n s t d e v e l o p -
m e n t .

(MSAs) in t h e D i s t r i c t .

T h e I n q u i r y w a s w e l l o r g a n i s e d
a n d t i g h t l y s c h e d u l e d s o t h a t
o b j e c t o r s w e r e n o t k e p t
n e r v o u s l y w a i t i n g t h e i r t u r n a s
a t s o m e s i m i l a r h e a r i n g s . Mr
M a c p h e r s o n p u t a l l o b j e c t o r s a t
t h e i r e a s e a n d d e m o n s t r a t e d h i s
g r a s p of a n e n o r m o u s a m o u n t of
m a t e r i a l ; n o w h e h a s t h e
u n e n v i a b l e t a s k o f a s s i m i l a t i o n g
a l l t h e p o i n t s m a d e , r e a c h i n g
c o n c l u s i o n s a n d m a k i n g r e c o m m -
e n d a t i o n s t o Wycombe D i s t r i c t
C o u n c i l f o r p o s s i b l e a m e n d m e n t s
t o t h e P l a n .

The S o c i e t y made t h r e e appear-
a n c e s at t h e I n q u i r y t o p u t our
o b j e c t i o n s , a n d we a l s o m a d e
some w r i t t e n o b j e c t i o n s .

• Our fi r s t o b j e c t i o n c o n c e r n e d
P o l i c y L3 G r e e n S p a c e . W h i l s t we
a g r e e w i t h t h e m a i n o b j e c t o f
t h i s p o l i c y w h i c h i s t o p r o t e c t
u r b a n g r e e n • s p a c e s a g a i n s t
d e v e l o p m e n t , we w e r e c o n c e r n e d
t h a t t h e C o u n c i l h a d i n s e r t e d a
c l a u s e w h i c h w o u l d a l l o w i n d o o r
r e c r e a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s t o b e
b u i l t i f t h e C o u n c i l c o n s i d e r e d
t h e r e w a s a n e e d f o r them,
o v e r r i d i n g t h e i r v a l u e a s o p e n
a r e a s f o r r e c r e a t i o n , a m e n i t y or
n a t u r e c o n s e r v a t i o n . We a c k n o w -
l e d g e t h e n e e d f o r l e i s u r e

We a s k e d f o r t h e m t o b e
p e r m a n e n t l y i n c l u d e d i n t h e
G r e e n B e l t f o r t h e f o l l o w i n g
r e a s o n s :

( 1 ) t h a t t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f
Wycombe D i s t r i c t i s m o r e o r l e s s
s t a b l e a n d a n y s m a l l n e c e s s a r y
i n c r e a s e i n h o u s i n g s h o u l d b e
c o n t a i n e d w i t h i n t h e e x i s t i n g
b o u n d a r i e s ;
( 2 ) t h a t d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e s e
a r e a s w o u l d l e a d t o t h e m e r g i n g
of t h e v i l l a g e s o f T y l e r s G r e e n ,
H a z l e m e r e e t c w i t h H igh Wycombe
t o f o r m a m a s s i v e a n d u n d e s i r a b l e
u r b a n s p r a w l ; a n d
( 3 ) t h a t d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e s e
l a r g e o u t - o f - t o w n a r e a s w o u l d
l e a d t o many more c a r j o u r n e y s
b e i n g made, a d d i n g t o p r e s s u r e on
t h e r o a d s y s t e m a n d c a u s i n g
i n c r e a s e d p o l l u t i o n .

At t h e i n q u i r y, t h e Counci l s a i d
t h a t A S R s w o u l d n o t n e e d t o b e
d e v e l o p e d t h i s c e n t u r y , but in
t h e l a s t few d a y s Bucks C o u n t y
C o u n c i l h a v e a n n o u n c e d t h a t i t
w a n t s s o m e 1 5 0 0 m o r e h o u s e s i n
High Wy c o m b e p e r h a p s b e f o r e
2 0 0 1 , w h i c h p o s e s a r e a l t h r e a t
t o t h e s e a r e a s .

• P o l i c y H W 2 T o w n C e n t r e A c t i o n
A r e a T h i s p o l i c y c o v e r s

d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e l a r g e a r e a
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o n c e k n o w n a s ' T h e We s t e r n
D e s e r t ' c e n t r e d o n t h e B r i d g e
S t r e e t car park. The Counci l want
m a i n l y c o m m e r c i a l a n d r e t a i l
d e v e l o p m e n t in t h i s a r e a , w i t h
s o m e l e i s u r e f a c i l i t i e s , a n e w
b u s s t a t i o n a n d p u b l i c l i b r a r y ,
a n d d e c u l v e r t i n g o f t h e R i v e r
Wye. They a l s o h a v e i n m i n d a f e w
r e s i d e n t i a l u n i t s a l o n g
D e s b o r o u g h Road

t h e
f r o n t a g e . T h i s

has d i s a p p o i n t e d u s . We t h i n k t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y s h o u l d b e t a k e n t o
b u i l d more h o u s i n g on t h i s s i t e
t o b r i n g b a c k l i f e t o t h e town
c e n t r e i n t h e e v e n i n g s and, a t
t h e same t ime, reduce p r e s s u r e
f o r housing on g r e e n - fi e l d s i t e s
s u c h a s ASRs. Furthermore, i f
p e o p l e l i v e n e a r s h o p s a n d
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w o r k p l a c e s , t h e y w i l l n o t n e e d t o
make so many c a r j o u r n e y s , which
i s t o t h e b e n e fi t of u s a l l .

One o f o u r w r i t t e n o b j e c t i o n s was
t o t h e c o n t i n u e d i n c l u s i o n i n t h e
L o c a l P l a n o f t h e N o r t h e r n R e l i e f
Road a n d t h e A404 d i v e r s i o n f rom
Hazlemere t o Temple End, b o t h of
w h i c h w o u l d c a u s e e n o r m o u s

e n v i r o n m e n t a l damage. A d e c i s i o n
o n t h e s e r o a d s w i l l a w a i t t h e
o u t c o m e o f t h e WycombeT r a n s p o r t a t i o n S t u d y, due soon.

We look forward to p u b l i c a t i o n o f
the I n s p e c t o r ' s fi n d i n g s some
t i m e i n e a r l y - 1 9 9 4

J o h n G o r e

WHAT ARE DEVELOPMENT PLANS?

In n o n - m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a s , l i k e
o u r o w n , d e v e l o p m e n t p l a n s
c o m p r i s e S t r u c t u r e P l a n s ( i n
w h i c h C o u n t y C o u n c i l s s e t o u t k e y
s r a t e g i c p o l i c i e s a s a f r a m e w o r k
for l o c a l p l a n n i n g ) a n d L o c a l
P l a n s ( i n w h i c h D i s t r i c t
C o u n c i l s s e t o u t m o r e d e t a i l e d
p o l i c i e s t o g u i d e d e v e l o p m e n t i n
t h e i r a r e a s , i n c l u d i n g p r o p o s a l s
f o r s p e c i fi c s i t e s ) . T h e s e p l a n s
m u s t h a v e r e g a r d t o n a t i o n a l
p o l i c i e s a n d r e g i o n a l g u i d a n c e
i s s u e d by t h e S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e
f o r t h e E n v i r o n m e n t .

S t r u c t u r e P l a n c o v e r s t h e y e a r s
u p to 2 0 0 1 , but a new d r a f t
S t r u c t u r e P l a n c o v e r i n g t h e
y e a r s up t o 2011 was p u b l i s h e d
e a r l i e r t h i s y e a r for p u b l i c
c o n s u l t a t i o n . T h e c u r r e n t H i g h
Wycombe A r e a L o c a l P l a n w a s
a d o p t e d i n 1989. I t , and t h e
loca l p l a n s f o r Marlow and t h e
r u r a l a r e a s a r e t o b e s u p e r s e d e d
by t h e Wycombe D i s t r i c t D i s t r i c t
Loca l P l a n , w h i c h c o v e r s t h e
w h o l e D i s t r i c t u p t o t h e y e a r
2001. T h i s p l a n which i s b a s e d on
t h e a d o p t e d B u c k s S t r u c t u r e P l a n
2001 i s c u r r e n t l y i n t h e p u b l i c

The c u r r e n t l y adop ted Bucks i n q u i r y s t a g e .

THE JACK SCRUTON HERITAGE AWARD
Wycombe D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l h a s
i n s t i t u t e d a new H e r i t a g e Aw a r d
t o r e c o g n i s e o u t s t a n d i n g a c h -
i e v e m e n t i n h e r i t a g e c o n s e r v a t -
i o n w o r k i n t h e D i s t r i c t . Ve r y
a p p r o p r i a t e l y , t h e a w a r d h a s
b e e n n a m e d a f t e r t h e l a t e J a c k
S c r u t o n MBE, t h e S o c i e t y ' s
f o u n d i n g H o n o r a r y S e c r e t a r y , who
w o r k e d t i r e l e s s l y t o r e t a i n a n d
c o n s e r v e o u r l o c a l h e r i t a g e a t a

t i m e w h e n t h e c a u s e w a s n o t a s
popular a s it i s t o d a y.

T h e Jack Sc ru ton H e r i t a g e Award
w i l l run a l o n g s i d e t h e Malcolm
Dean D e s i g n Award , w h i c h i s for
a c h i e v e m e n t i n a r c h i t e c t u r a l
d e s i g n i n t h e D i s t r i c t . T h e
S o c i e t y s u b m i t t e d n o m i n a t i o n s
for b o t h a w a r d s . The r e s u l t s for
1993 a r e e x p e c t e d t o be announced
s h o r t l y .
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M 4 0 J U N C T I O N 4 - P R O P O S A L S F O R CHANGE
Many of our members w i l l h a v e o f t h e South Bucks ' c o u n t r y s i d e
b e e n a l o n g t o s e e t h e e x h i b i t i o n s c a l e
p r e s e n t e d s u c c e s s i v e l y at Flack- f o r a n y
w e l l H e a t h , C r e s s e x S c h o o l a n d d e v e l o p m e n t , s o why a l l o w t h i s ?
t h e O c t a g o n by t h e Depar tmen t of M o r e o v e r ,
T r a n s p o r t s h o w i n g t h e i r p r o p - p r o v i d e a t e m p o r a r y s o l u t i o n a t
o s a l s f o r ' i m p r o v i n g ' t h e Handy • c o s t . T h e £ 5 8 M w h i c h
C r o s s   i n t e r c h a n g e   -   M 4 0   J c n   4 . D e p a r t m e n t of T r a n s p o r t h a s t o
T h e s c a l e m o d e l s o f t h e s p e n d w o u l d b e b e t t e r e m p l o y e d
c o u n t r y s i d e s o u t h of H i g h d e v e l o p i n g a l t e r n a t i v e t r a n s -
Wy c o m b e i l l u s t r a t i n g t h e t w o p o r t s y s t e m s t o r e d u c e t h e n u m b e r
p r o p o s a l s , o n - l i n e and o f f - l i n e , r o a d . T h e
w e r e m u c h a d m i r e d . Handy C r o s s i n t e r c h a n g e was

a d e q u a t e a few y e a r s a g o when
The o n - l i n e p r o p o s a l l e a v e s t h e
m o t o r w a y o n i t s e x i s t i n g c o u r s e
( e x c e p t t h a t it i s t o be w i d e n e d
f r o m t h r e e l a n e s t o f o u r a l l t h e
way from Loudwater t o Handy
C r o s s ) , b u t a n u m b e r of s l i p

e t c w o u l d b e a d d e d t o
s e g r e g a t e l o c a l t r a f fi c a n d
t r a f fi c t o and from t h e motorway.
(At p r e s e n t a l l t r a f fi c h a s t o

t h e r e was l e s s t r a f fi c , so it
w o u l d b e OK a g a i n i f t h e t r a f fi c
c o u l d be r e d u c e d ! Why s h o u l d
B r i t a i n a c c e p t w i t h o u t q u e s t i o n
t h e d o u b l i n g of t r a f fi c by 2025?
I t n e e d h a p p e n ,
s u s t a i n a b l e p o l i c i e s
a d o p t e d .

r o u n d a b o u t , w i t h l e n g t h y d e l a y s
at p e a k t i m e s . ) T h i s o p t i o n w o u l d
t a k e l a n d f rom t h e S p o r t s C e n t r e
a n d f rom Handy C r o s s f a r m .

o f f - l i n e p r o p o s a l
s h i f t t h e c o u r s e o f t h e m o t o r w a y
a n d p l a c e t h e new j u n c t i o n a b o u t
600 m e t r e s s o u t h of t h e e x i s t i n g
one , a long wi th i t s Spaghetti-
j u n c t i o n   t y p e   n e t w o r k o f s l i p
r o a d s a n d u n d e r p a s s e s .
t h r e e m i l e s o f e x i s t i n g motorway
w o u l d   b e   r e t u r n e d   t o   ' n a t u r e '
The l i s t e d b u i l d i n g s o f Handy
C r o s s w o u l d b e o v e r s h a d o w e d a n d
many a c r e s o f t h e C h i l t e r n s A r e a

O u t s t a n d i n g N a t u r a l
w o u l d be s w a l l o w e d u p .

B o t h o p t i o n s w o u l d c o s t a b o u t
£58M. T h e o n - l i n e o p t i o n w o u l d
p r o v i d e a d e q u a t e c a p a c i t y u n t i l
2013, w h i l e t h e o f f - l i n e o p t i o n
s h o u l d l a s t a l i t t l e l o n g e r .

T h e S o c i e t y ' s T r a n s p o r t Group
c o n s i d e r s t h a t n e i t h e r o p t i o n i s
a c c e p t a b l e . B o t h a r e e n v i r -

onmenta l ly u n d e s i r a b l e , t h e o f f -
l i n e i n p a r t i c u l a r . S p o l i a t i o n

A s w e h a v e l e a r n e d f r o m t h e M 2 5
e x p e r i e n c e , r o a d i m p r o v e m e n t s
t e n d t o a t t r a c t more t r a f fi c , and
t h i s w o u l d a p p l y t o Handy C r o s s
a s w e l l , w i t h t h e r e s u l t t h a t
c o n g e s t i o n w o u l d m o v e e l s e -
w h e r e : f o r e x a m p l e , down Mar low
H i l l a n d a l o n g J o h n H a l l Wa y.

The S o c i e t y ' s Transpor t Group i s
t h a t t h e r e a r e b e t t e r

e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y - f r i e n d l y a l t e r -
n a t i v e s t o t h e d a m a g i n g s c h e m e s
now on o f f e r , a n d w i l l be w o r k i n g
w i t h o t h e r b o d i e s i n t e r e s t e d
s u s t a i n a b l e t r a n s p o r t p o l i c i e s
t o s u g g e s t b e t t e r o p t i o n s .

a p u b l i c
i n q u i r y s o t h a t a l l o p t i o n s c a n

d e b a t e d .

I f y o u h a v e any c o m m e n t s a b o u t
t h e p r o p o s a l s , p l e a s e s e n d t h e m
t o : M o t o r w a y W i d e n i n g U n i t ,
D e p a r t m e n t o f T r a n s p o r t , F r i a r s
H o u s e , M a n o r H o u s e D r i v e ,
C o v e n t r y CV1 2TD. W r i t e t o t h i s
a d d r e s s , t o o , t o a s k for p o r o u s
a s p h a l t t o b e u s e d o n t h e
L o u d w a t e r t o Handy C r o s s s e c t i o n
o f t h e M40 t o r e d u c e t r a f fi c
n o i s e . T h e m o r e r e q u e s t s t h e
b e t t e r !
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TRANSPORT
THE TRANSPORT GROUP REPORTS

Local bus o p e r a t i o n s

T h e group met the managing
d i r e c t o r o f Wycombe B u s
Company on September 1 7 t h . He
a d m i t t e d t h e p o o r p a s t
management of the company and
i t s low l e v e l s of s e r v i c e , and
s u n m a r i s e d t h e p r e s e n t
n a n a g e n e n t ' s   a s p i r a t i o n s .

The company's objections to a
b u s - f r e e High S t r e e t i n HighWycombe were s t a t e d , a n d we
agreed t o
p o i n t .

d i f f e r o n t h i s

We i n t e n d to keep in c o n t a c t
with the Wycombe B u s C o m p a n y,
w h i c h a p p r e c i a t e s our s u p p o r t
for p u b l i c t r anspor t .

M40 widening and Handy Cross
j u n c t i o n p r o p o s a l s

T h e s e p r o p o s a l s by t h e
Department of Tr a n s p o r t were
e x h i b i t e d •at C r e s s e x S c h o o l
from 2 3 r d t o 2 5 t h S e p t e m b e r.
They have prompted a c a l l t o
a l l S o c i e t y members, and
publ ic , to help our

t h e

g r o u p t o
f o r m u l a t e a t h i r d ( o r m o r e )
a l t e r n a t i v e s t r a t e g y t o t h e
Handy Cross p l a n s , as d e t a i l e d

c o n s u l t a n t
a n d'on l i n e ' 1140 m o d e l s .

The off line proposal is
p r i m a r i l y u n w e l c o m e t o

c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s b e c a u s e o f
t h e
i n t r u s i o n i n t onot ontay an APlap l a n n e d

o f
O u t s t a n d i n g N a t u r a l Beauty•

E l s a Woodward r e p r e s e n t e d t h e
High Wycombe S o c i e t y a t a
m e e t i n g c a l l e d by AnthonyWethered ( t h e a rea represent -
a t i v e and c o o r d i n a t o r for
s o c i e t i e s a f fi l i a t e d t o t h e
C i v i c T r u s t ) t o e s t a b l i s h a
c o n s e n s u s o f l o c a l o p i n i o n o n
the proposals . Elsa c a l l e d fora l t e r n a t i v e s t o be pursued .

Wycombe T r a n s p o r t Study

The g r o u p has encouraged a l l
S o c i e t y m e m b e r s (and
p u b l i c ! ) t o

t h e
r e s p o n d t o t h e

T r a n s p o r t S t u d y e x h i b i t i o n
s t a g e d in t h e Octagon byHalcrow Fox, B u c k s C o u n t y
C o u n c i l a n d Wycombe D i s t r i c t
C o u n c i l . We f e e l t h a t
' Environmental stratesy, the
wrongly t i t l e d , a n d h a v e
s t r o n g l y s u p p o r t e d t h e' P o s i t i v e pub l i c t r a n s p o r t '
p o l i c y .

'Ringrail ' around London -
a l o n g s i d e t h e M25

E l s a Woodward h a s o r g a n i z e d a
mee t ing a t which S .B . T i e t z
a n d P a r t n e r s w i l l p r e s e n t
t h e i r p r o p o s a l s f o r R i n g r a i l
t o B u c k s County C o u n c i l a n d
Wycombe D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l .

NEW MEMBERS
We warmly welcome the following new members:

Mr J M Coakes, Holtspur Top Lane, Beaconsfield
Mr J E Francis, London Road, High Wycombe
Ms M Hobson, Links Road, Flackwell Heath
Mr S A Roberts, Boundary Road, Wooburn Green
Mr & Mrs J Wright, White Close, High Wycombe
We look forward to meeting our new members at the next Quarterly Meeting. Please
introduce yourself!
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To s t a g e a t w o - d a y e v e n t s u c h
t h e Wycombeindeed, quite a mammoth task?

P a r t i c u l a r l y i s i t so now,
with people ( e s p e c i a l l y young
people) e x p e c t i n g m o r e and

spoilt byh a v i n g b e e n r a t h e r
t e l e v i s i o n , video

a n d t h e c i n e m a !

I m u s t c o n f e s s t h a t I h a v e
been g u i l t y of making the
c o m m e n t "Wny go this year?
I t ' s always the same old
t h i n g ;thing; "we v e s e e n i t a l l

This year I ' v e had
t o e a t my w o r d s and a d m i t t h a t
my w i f e a n d I t h o r o u g h l y
e n j o y e d our v i s i t .

We went on t h e Sunday a f t e r -
n o o n . Althougn t h e w e a t h e r
a p p e a r e d
c a m e o u t

doubtful , t h e s u n

and, yes, i t turned
o u t t o a l o v e l y w a r m

September d a y.

An a n n u a l s h o w c a n n e v e r s t a n d
s t i l l : a l t h o u g h n e w a t t r a c -
t i o n s a n d i n n o v a t i o n s a r e

i m p o r t a n t , it i s n e v e r t h e l e s s
e s s e n t i a l t o r e t a i n s o m e o f
t h e m o r e t r a d i t i o n a l a s p e c t s
o f a
t h e

l o c a l show, and t o g e t
b a l a n c e j u s t r i g h t . T h i s

year I f e e l the o r g a n i s e r s d id
e x a c t l y t h a t - c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s
t o a l l c o n c e r n e d !

I t g o e s w i t h o u t s a y i n g t h a t
t h e s e t t i n g o f t h e
i d e a l f o r

Rye i s
a n a n n u a l show:

s m a l l c h i l d r e n a n d s o m e
a d u l t s ! ) w e r e m e s m e r i s e d by
t h e s h e e p and g o a t s - e v e n an
owl a p p e a r e d q u i t e a g r e e a b l e
t o having i t s head c a r e s s e d by
n u m e r o u s p e o p l e ! C r a f t demon-
s t r a t i o n s w e r e p l e n t i f u l a n d
q u i t e f a s c i n a t i n g -

s u c h a s t h e
s i g h t s

bodger t u r n i n g

w o o d o n a

l a t h e , and very primitivet h e a r t
decoupage, held everybody's
i n t e r e s t .

During the course o f our v i s i t
w e s a t o n t h e g r a s s a n d
partook of a d e l i c i o u s crepe
- h a m a n d c h e e s e t o b e
p r e c i s e . It was h o t i n t h e
s u n , a n d w i t h t h e b r a s s b a n d
behind us p l ay ing t h e ' F l o r a l
Dance ' t h e a t m o s p h e r e e v o k e d
t h e e r a o f Thomas Hardy:
were c e r t a i n l y never f a r

w e

from
the madding crowd!

We t h e n made our way s lowly t o
the main d i s p l a y a r e a , where
w e w e r e c a p t i v a t e d by t h e
superb r i d i n g d i s p l a y of the
L u s i f a n o S t a l l i o n s D i sp l ay
Team. The lady r i d e r s were no t
only c h a r m i n g b u t v e r y
t a l e n t e d , d ressed in 17th
c e n t u r y P o r t u g u e s e c o u r t d r e s s
w i t h plumed h e a d g e a r . T h e
h o r s e s 'played' t o t h e
o f H a n d e l ' s

m u s i c
'Entry of the

Queen o f S h e b a ' - t r u l y a
memorable e x p e r i e n c e !

Then t h e r e was a d i s p l a y o f
f a l c o n r y - an i d e a l i t e m for
a s h o w . F u l l m a r k s a r e d u e
n o t o n l y t o
h i m s e l f a n d

t h e f a l c o n e r
h i s c o m m e n t a r y ,but to the b i r d s t h e m s e l v e s ,

who a l s o a p p e a r e d t o b e
playing t o a c a p t i v a t e d
a u d i e n c e .

Regrettably, s p a c e d o e s n o t
p e r m i t me t o m e n t i o n a l l t h e
e x h i b i t s a n d e v e n t s . B u t i t i s
c e r t a i n l y t r u e t o d e s c r i b e the
Show a s i n o n e o f t h e
l e a fl e t s ) as being "packed
w i t h o v e r h o u r s o f
c o n t i n u o u s e n t e r t a i n m e n t on
both days"!
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I n c o n c l u s i o n , I w o u l d l i k e to
r e i t e r a t e t h e m e s s a g e f rom t h e
c h a i r m a n o f t h e Show, Bruce
James, in the opening p a g e s o f
t h e p r o g r a m m e . He asked p e o p l e
t o t e l l any c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r

NEWSLETTER WINTER 1993/94

what they would l ike to seefor n e x t year 's Show. I would
s a y , w i t h o u t h e s i t a t i o n , "The
m i x t u r e a s b e f o r e . Repeat your
1993 success!"

S . J . Spence

O N SHOW AT WYCOMBE SHOW

Sunday 5th September
s p e n t • h o u r working
v o l u n t a r i l y f o r t h e High
Wycombe S o c i e t y on i t s s t a n d
a t t h e 4 5 t h a n n u a l Wycombe
Show. If y o u a r e e v e r a s k e d ,

i t ? A l t h o u g h
i n i t i a l l y fi l l e d w i t h
t r e p i d a t i o n , I found it a very
e n j o y a b l e e x p e r i e n c e ; i t was
b o t h i n f o r m a t i v e and g a v e o n e
t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o m e e t o t h e r
l i k e - m i n d e d p e o p l e from t h e
S o c i e t y.

The s t a l l was w e l l p l a c e d at
t h e e n t r a n c e o f t h e C o n -
s e r v a t i o n m a r q u e e , s u r r o u n d e d
by a s s o c i a t i o n s a n d s o c i e t i e s
o f t h e s a m e t y p e t h e B u c k s
B a r n Owl G r o u p , Wycombe
Woodlands, and Friends of the
E a r t h w e r e a f e w o f t h e w i d e
v a r i e t y o f s t a n d s c o v e r i n g a l l
a s p e c t s o f c o n s e r v a t i o n . A l l
p i t c h e s i n t h e m a r q u e e w e r e
f r e e , t h a n k s to the g e n e r o s i t y
o f t h e Wycombe Show C o m m i t t e e .Most o f t h e s e s t a n d s w e r em a n n e d   e n t i r e l y   b y   v o l u n t e e r s ,
and t h e High Wycombe Socie ty
s t a n d w a s n o d i f f e r e n t .
Although none of these h e l p e r s
had much e x p e r i e n c e , i f a n y,
t h e y , l i k e my
w e r e m o r e

p a r t n e r and I ,
t h a n a d e q u a t e l y

p r e p a r e d for the job.

Af t e r I had g r e e t e d t h e o t h e r
v o l u n t e e r w i t h w h o m I w a s t o
work, we were i n s t r u c t e d on
t h e m a n a g e m e n t o f t h e s t a n d
a n d t h e n l e f t t o p r e s i d e o v e r
a w e l l o r g a n i s e d s t a l l d i s -

p e n s i n g , among o ther t h i n g s ,
Socie ty Chr i s tmas c a r d s , books

about Wycombe and, m o s t
importantly, information about
t h e w o r k o f t h e S o c i e t y . We
e a g e r v o l u n t e e r s had a l s o b e e n
p r e s e n t e d w i t h a sheet to read

ans enwardly diessions ericha n s w e r s which
might be posed by the g e n e r a l
p u b l i c . Most i m p o r t a n t was t h e
n e e d t o r e c r u i t m o r e m e m b e r s
(wi th t h e i r s u b s c r i p t i o n s ) for
the Society. No "Join now, pay
l a t e r " !

My h o u r fl e d by, e n l i v e n e d -
or s h o u l d I s a y a l a r m e d ? - by
t h e t o t a l a n d
c o l l a p s e o f

i n e x p l i c a b l e
t h e d i s p l a y .

Happ i ly, no damage was d o n e
a n d t h e s t a n d , when h a s t i l y
r e a s s e m b l e d , looked a s good as
new f o r t h e r e s t o f t h e S h o w .
Apart from t h i s s m a l l i n c i d e n t
e v e r y t h i n g w e n t s m o o t h l y
u n t i l , somewhat r e l u c t a n t l y, I
h a d t o h a n d o v e r t o t h e n e x t
v o l u n t e e r .

You could not miss our stand,or any of the o t h e r s , as you
e n t e r e d t h e C o n s e r v a t i o n
M a r q u e e . Members o f t h e p u b l i c
w e r e i n f o r a t r e a t . Why?
B e c a u s e t h e y w e r e met w i t h
i n f o r m a t i o n , e n t h u s i a s m , a n d a
s m i l e f r o m v o l u n t e e r s w h o w e r e
d o i n g t h e i r b i t f o r t h e
S o c i e t y and thoroughly
e n j o y i n g t h e m s e l v e s . So, a s I
s a i d at the b e g i n n i n g o f t h i s
a r t i c l e , i f y o u a r e

asked, go on, have a go!
e v e r

E l i z a b e t h F r a z e r
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NEW GROUP FORMED TO GUARD THE RYE

A new g r o u p h a s f o r m e d w h i c h
i s c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e Rye.
Wycombe D i s t r i c t
u n d e r i t s 'Open counces:
policy, i s p r o p o s i n g t o

improve' the Rye in various
ways, and it was f e l t t h a t the
High Wycombe S o c i e t y h a s a
p a r t t o play i n p r o v i d i n g
f e e d b a c k t o t h e C o u n c i l o n
beha l f of the p u b l i c who use
t h i s open s p a c e .

E l e v e n r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s w e r e
i n c l u d i n gP a r t i c u l a r   I m p o r t a n c eo n e o f

t o t h e
S o c i e t y :

" E n c o u r a g e t h e community t o
b e c o m e i n v o l v e d in t h e
p l a n n i n g and management o f
open spaces ."

The s t r a t e g y has been a d o p t e d

Groupbyoure council, whose leisunp r e p a r i n g
s p e c i fi c s i t e p r o p o s a l s .

h e l d i n
Meeting House on October 6 t h ,
w h e n Mr O l i v e r K e l l y , WDC's
Landscape Development O f fi c e r ,
e x p l a i n e d t o 14 Society
m e m b e r s t h e Counci l ' s Open
S p a c e s s t r a t e g y . I t s
u n d e r l y i n g o b j e c t i v e i s :

" . . . t o provide a platform from
w h i c h t o e m b a r k u p o n
improvements to the d e s i g n and
management of t h e s e a r e a s i n
o r d e r t o m a k e a d e q u a t e
p r o v i s i o n f o r t h e n e e d s a n d
a s p i r a t i o n s of e x i s t i n g and
p o t e n t i a l u s e r s , b o t h now a n d
i n t h e f u t u r e . "

f o r t y o p e n S p a c e s w e r e
s t u d i e d , i n c l u d i n g o f c o u r s e
s u c h w e l l k n o w n s i t e s a s t h e

K i n g s m e a d a n d H u g h e n d e n
Amongst o t h e r o p e n

s p a c e s s t u d i e d w e r e
C h a i r b o r o u g h Road, t h e
P r e s t w o o d p i c n i c s i t e , t h e
Local H i s t o r y and Chair Museum
g a r d e n s , t h e r e c r e a t i o n
g r o u n d s a t Desborough,
Hazlemere and Booker, and open
s p a c e s a t G i l l e t t s L a n e
G a r d e n , B a r i n g R o a d ,
R o a dRoad, Youens Road and

H i l l a r y
M e l b o u r n e

Pann l i l l en t rance to the Rye
Mr Ke l ly ' s a s s i s t a n t , KateBrown, s h o w e d a s k e t c h o f a
p r o p o s e d 'new look ' f r o m
L o n d o n Road w h i c h s o u g n t t o
b a l a n c e t h e f o r m a l l a w n s a n d
fl o w e r b e d s o n t h e e a s t s i d e
w i th an open lawn i n f r o n t o f
t h e P a n n M i l l b u i l d i n g . The
p r o p o s a l s w e r e g e n e r a l l y
w e l c o m e d by t h e m e e t i n g ,
a l t h o u g h s o m e c h a n g e s w e r e

s ugges t ed . In p a r t i c u l a r the
m e e t i n g p u t f o r w a r d
a l t e r n a t i v e

a n

d e s i g n f o r t h e
e n t r a n c e s i g n , and emphasised
t h e n e e d t o e n c l o s e t h e f r o n t
of t h e Pann l i l l bui lding with
s u i t a b l e f e n c i n g r a t h e r t hanl e a v e i t o p e n .

W r i t t e n comments were r e q u i r e d
by O c t o b e r 3 1 s t i n o r d e r f o r
the p l a n s to be fi n a l i s e d and
the work done e a r l y in 1994.

The Dyke w a t e r f a l l

O p i n i o n s w e r e s o u g h t
p r o j e c t t o inprove on a

w a t e r f a l l
t h e

a n d t h e m a r s n y
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g r o u n d at i t s f o o t . D i s c u s s i o n s
c e n t r e d i t s a p p e a r a n c e i n
t i m e s p a s t , a n d o f f e r s o f o l d
p h o t o g r a p h s w e r e w e l c o m e d b y t h e
s p e a k e r s . C e r t a i n l y any t h o u g h t
o f ' d e v e l o p i n g ' t h e a r e a was f e l t
t o be i n a p p r o p r i a t e .

f r i e n d l y l i n k w i t h t h e WDC
L e i s u r e Depar tment .

The g r o u p

The o b j e c t i v e of t h i s g r o u p i s t o
k e e p a n eye on t h e Rye, t o
c o n s i d e r , a n d s u p p o r t i f

a p p r o p r i a t e , p r o p o s a l s d e s i g n e d
t o e n h a n c e i t s v a l u e t o t h e
p u b l i c a n d p r o t e c t it f r om

O t h e r R y e m a t t e r s

Mr K e l l y a n s w e r e d q u e s t i o n s on
n u m e r o u s a s p e c t s o f t h e Ry e ,
i n c l u d i n g a p r o p o s e d c y c l e
p a t h a long Wendover Way, the
p o t e n t i a l d a n g e r o f f o o t b a l l
g o a l p o s t h o l e s , the q u a l i t y of
g r a s s a n d t h e u s e of w e e d k i l l e r ,
wrong p o s i t i o n i n g o f t h e i c e -
c r e a m v a n , a n d t h e p o o r s t a t e o f
t h e H e a l t h C e n t r e f r o n t g a r d e n .

M r s E v e l y n Roe , a c t i n g a s
c h a i r m a n , t h a n k e d t h e WDC
s p e a k e r s a n d n o t e d t h e w e l c o m e
c h a n g e f rom t h e o l d w h e n
t h e ' t h e m ' a n d a t t i t u d e
p r e v a i l e d . T h e g r o u p h a d
q u i c k l y e s t a b l i s h e d a fi r m a n d

p r e s e n t t r e a s u r e d s t a t u s a s a n
o p e n s p a c e f o r a l l t o u s e a t a l l
t imes.

Members wish ing t o j o i n t h e group
a s k e d t o c o n t a c t t h e

Society's Secretary, John Gore.
Or come a l o n g t o o u r n e x t m e e t i n g
on We d n e s d a y 19 J a n u a r y at t h e
F r i e n d s ' M e e t i n g H o u s e , London
Road, s t a r t i n g at 7.30pm. Anyone
w i t h t h e w e l l b e i n g of t h e Rye a t
h e a r t i s we lcome t o j o i n our
g r o u p .

P e t e r H a z z a r d .

THE CHARITY STALL

Saturday 19th September, 8 am,
i n t h e M a r k e t . . . s o u n d s e a r l y ;
b u t t h i s was n o t t h e b e g i n n i n g
o f t h e e n d e a v o u r s , b e c a u s e
many p e o p l e had a l r e a d y t a k e n
goods to O l i v e S c r u t o n and s h e
a n d J o a n J o h n s o n h a d s o r t e d
a n d p r i c e d e v e r y t h i n g , a l l
b e f o r e the e a r l y s t a l l h o l d e r s
a r r i v e d - a n d t h e i r c l i e n t s .

B u s i n e s s w a s b r i s k , a l t h o u g h
i t t a i l e d o f f l a t e r i n t h e
morn ing as the goods on o f f e r
b e c a m e fewer. By the e n d of

the morning £140 was d e l i v e r e d
t o our b a n k . And t h e n m o r e !
F u r t h e r i t e m s w e r e s o l d a f t e r
t h e m o n e y h a d b e e n b a n k e d
w h i l e we w e r e

a n d
things

a w a y . s t a n d s a t
£ 1 6 6 . 0 6 .

v e r y w o r t h w h i l e
financia l ly, and

day ,
c h a n c e   t o

meet f r i e n d s and t e l l peop le
about the Society.

Ann S i m o n e

COME TO OUR NEXT QUARTERLY MEETING ON
20 JANUARY AND FIND OUT WHO CARES ABOUT

EARTHWORKS. See back page for details
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R E S TO R I N G CHALK DOWNLAND
Sheep, p r o p e r l y m a n a g e d , a r e f requented p laces t h e s h e e r
t h e b e s t guardians o f

dwindling reserve of
our wear and t e a r of f e e t can k i l l

c h a l k a n y p l a n t growth and a l l o w
d o w n l a n d . T h i s w a s t h e   b r u n t e r o s i o n t o s e t
of the message given by Howard

i n . L e s s

t h ethe Hisint h e g u e s t s p e a k e r pepular p a r t s of the downs, if
themselves , would soon

Wycombe b e o v e r r u n w i t h s c r u b
Q u a r t e r l y Meeting O c t o b e r become

a n d
v i r t u a l l y impenetrable .

1 4 t h . T h i sterms a h a v e s o m e m e r i t
eco logica l divers i ty,

Howard w o r k s f o r t h e N a t i o n a l b u t t h e T r u s t a i m s to make the
Tr u s t , t h e t a s k s o f l a n d a v a i l a b l e f o r
shepherd,

combining e n j o y m e n t
w a r d e n , c o n s e r v - t h i s

a t i o n i s t and experimenter.
by a l l t h e

s t a r t e d n i s
He d e n s e l y c o r n e r o f

ta lk by o u t l i n i n g E n g l a n d . Thus s o m e degree o f
t h e h i s t o r y

w h o s e
o f t h e Trust, o n e management of e v e n t h e

of O c t a v i a n a t u r a t

H i l l ,
coun t rys ide

most

e s s e n t i a l .
i s

s c a p e o f t h e C h i l t e r n s a n d
N o r t h D o w n s a s a n
'lung'

e s s e n t i a l A t r i a l - a n d - e r r o r approach
d r e n

f o r the depr ived c h i l -
of London. S i n c e t h o s e

t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y d a y s
T r u s t ' s

t h e
emphasis has switched

t o s t a t e l y homes o t h e r
b u i l d i n g s ; b u t
d u l u m i s

now
swinging back to a

c o n c e r n
b e s t

with p r e s e r v i n g t h e
of the Engl ish count ry-

s i d e .

The R a t i o n a l T r u s t o w n s
something l i k e 20 000 a c r e s o f
l a n d i n t h e T h a m e s / C h i l t e r n s
a r e a , of which only a b o u t 1000
a c r e s i s o p e n t o the p u b l i c .
M u c h o f t h i s i s c h a l k
downland, c h a r a c t e r i s e d
s t r e t c h e s
t u r f a n d

o f
by

s h o r t springy
i s o l a t e d b u s h e s o r

t r e e s r a t h e r
woodland.

t h a n c o n t i n u o u s
Downland i s e x -

tremely popular with v i s i t o r s ,
w h o s e a c t i v i t i e s
walking,

r a n g e f r o m

fl y i n g to mine i n e r i t em o r e c o n t r o v e r s i a l
p a s t i m e s s u c h a s c r o s s - c o u n t r y
motorcycl ing and hang g l i d i n g .
On a p l e a s a n t s u m m e r day ล ร
many as 100 000 people may be
v i s i t i n g t h e d o w n s .

T h e r e
way

i s n o o b v i o u s , c l e a r - c u t
o f

There is reserving d o w n l a n d .

a g r e e m e n t
n o t e v e n gene ra l

among
i n t e r e s t e d

t h e v a r i o u s

s h o u l d b e
p a r t i e s o n h o w i t
p r e se rved . Howard

Horne h a s b e e n i n v o l v e d i n a
good many s c h e m e s   ; s o m e h a v e

proved fueleetheao t h e r s l e s s
H o w e v e r, o n e

p a r t i c u l a r regime which he has
i n s t i t u t e d   a t
e l s e w h e r e

Coombe h i l l

b e
w h i c h

a n d
d o e s s e e m t o

proving i t s wor th .
Howard h i t u p o n t h e i d e a of
pas tu r ing s h e e p
d o w n l a n d

o n t h e
i n winter, b u t n o t i n

summer. T h i s s e e m s l i k e
r eve r sa l of
p r a c t i c e , but

u s u a l f a r n i n g
t h a t fl o c k s

t h e logic
o f

i s
s h e e p a n d

c r o w d s o f v i s i t o r s   d o   n o t   m i x

T a n d   d u r   t h gs o t h e v i s i t o r s r o a n t h e

t h e s h e e p
t h e s u n n e r

h a v e
w h i l e

i t them-
s e l v e s i n t h e
t h e y h a v e

w i n t e r . B u t
t o be h a r d y s h e e p !

Coombe H i l l in w i n t e r
b l e a k f o r

i s t o o
t h e t y p i c a l

T h e pressure of people
S u c h e n o r m o u s p o p u l a r i t y
raises problems. In the m o r e

s t o c k
Swaledale in Yorkshire.
2 0 0 0 o f t h e s e b e a s t s t h r i v e on
Coombe H i l l .

Sheep are p r e f e r a b l e
o n d o w n l a n d

t o c a t t l e

n i b b l e t h e
b e c a u s e they

vege ta t ion w i t h o u t
t e a r i n g a t t h e r o o t s , a n d
t h e i r f e e t a r e too l i g h t to
c h u r n u p t h e g r o u n d .
c o u r s e o f t i m e

In
t h e y l e v e l

a n t h i l l s and s t o p s c r u b t a k i n g
hold.

Problems - and s o l u t i o n s

make Howard's
i n t e r e s t i n g .

so a t t r a c t i v e .

s t a r t e d , dogs run wi ld ; people

imaginative and unconventional
W i t h   F a l p i t   H o o d .
T r u s t p r o p e r t y Chequers.
Two th ings

n e a r
d e t r a c t e d f rom i t s

amenity value: the land needed
h e a v y g r a z i n g t o tame t h e
u n d e r g r o w t h , a n d
v e n t u r e d
h a v i n g

i n t o
w a l k e r s who

t h e wood w e r e
t h e i r p e a c e

by gangs of
d i s t u r b e d

m o t o r c y c l i s t s .

Howard
b o t h

l lorne 's s o l u t i o n f o r
t h e s e w a s t o

g i v e t h e o v e r t o a s m a l l
l e r d   o f   f r i s k y   y o u n g   b u l l o c k s ;

D u L , b e f o r e doing s o , h e
t r a i n e d c h a s e m o t o r -
bikes.

t h e m t o
He did t h i s by r i d i n g

p i l l i o n o n a m o t o r c y c l e ( n i s
w i f e was d r i v i n g ) , o f f e r i n g
c a r r o t t o a n y a n i m a l c u r i o u s
enougn to fol low him. B e f o r e
long h e h a d t h e m
t h e

r a c i n g down
fi e l d

appeared.
w h e n e v e r
He

h i s b i k e
t h e n l e t them

l o o s e i n t h e wood.

MotorcyclesMoon in alpen t o o ger a
Ian Guy

حَدَ (

P i c t u r e by Gary Chase
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS AT PANN MILL
Many members of t h e S o c i e t y w i l l be aware t h a t a s e r i e s of
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l e x c a v a t i o n s h a v e t a k e n p l a c e at Pann M i l l t h i s
year. T h e i r p u r p o s e was t o s e e wha t , if a n y t h i n g s u r v i v e s on t h e
s i t e which could provide c lues as t o i t s e a r l i e r h i s t o r y and to
p r o v i d e i n f o r m a t i o n in a d v a n c e of work on t h e s i t e t o improve t h e
f u n c t i o n i n g of t h e w h e e l . A p r e l i m i n a r y r e p o r t on t h e work was
g iven a t t h e AGM. The f o l l o w i n g n o t e s w i l l b r i n g members of t h e
S o c i e t y up t o d a t e t h o u g h much work r e m a i n s t o b e c a r r i e d out on
t h e many fi n d s b e f o r e t h e f u l l s t o r y c a n b e t o l d .

March t h i s y e a r t h e e x c a v a t i o n s r e v e a l e d p a r t o f t h e
f o u n d a t i o n s of t h e m i l l a n d t h e m i l l house. At t h e j u n c t i o n of
t h e m i l l a n d t h e h o u s e w a s a b r i c k l i n e d c u l v e r t w h i c h h a d b e e n
r e b u i l t a t l e a s t o n c e . T h e h o u s e w a s b u i l t o v e r t h e c u l v e r t s i n
a b o u t 1 8 5 0 - 6 0 w h i c h c o i n c i d e s w i t h t h e s i t i n g o f t h e e x i s t i n g
wheel t o t h e r e a r o f t h e m i l l and d i v e r s i o n of t h e m i l l s t r e a m
t o i t s c u r r e n t c o u r s e . T h e c u l v e r t s w e r e fi l l e d w i t h r u b b l e f r o m

t h e r e c e n t d e m o l i t i o n o f t h e b u i l d i n g s on t h e s i t e .

In J u l y a t r e n c h was c l e a r e d w i t h i n t h e c u l v e r t t o c h e c k i t s d a t e
a n d h i s t o r y . We were s u r p r i s e d t o d i s c o v e r t i m b e r s a t t h e b o t t o m
of t h e c u l v e r t i n d i c a t i n g t h a t t h i s was t h e l o c a t i o n of a former

P lanks had been l a i d on t h e bo t tom of t h e pit andweed in place by bolts fixed into squared timbers laid at right
a n g l e s t o t h e p l a n k s . T h e p i t c e r t a i n l y p r e d a t e s
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e house and was p a r t l y fi l l e d w i t h c l e a n c h a l k
r u b b l e , p r o b a b l y f rom t h e d a t e o f t h e h o u s e c o n s t r u c t i o n .
p i t r e m a i n e d p a r t l y o p e n a l l o w i n g a fi n e b l a c k s i l t t o b u i l d u p
on t h e chalk. path yectortan

T h e

The Vi c t o r i a n house b u i l d e r s c l e a r l y recognised
a p o t e n t i a ldamp p r o b l e m a n d i n s e r t e d a n a i r v e n t i n t h e s i d e o f
t h e c u l v e r t c o n n e c t i n g t o t h e h o u s e .

I t i s now c l e a r t h a t t h e c u l v e r t a r e a i s t h e s i t e o f t h e m i l l
wheel b e f o r e 1850 a n d t h i s w o u l d b e c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e l i n e of
t h e s t r e a m r u n n i n g s t r a i g h t t h r o u g h t h e s i t e r a t h e r t h a n making
t h e r a t h e r o d d t u r n it d o e s c u r r e n t l y . E v i d e n c e t o s u p p o r t t h i s
c o n c l u s i o n was p r o v i d e from t h e e x c a v a t i o n in t h e bed of t h e

al ignment T h e e x c a v a t i o n s s h o w e d t h a t t h e
s o u t h e r n bank of t h e s t ream was made up with chalk, fl i n t s ,
b r o k e n b r i c k s a n d t i l e s , i n p l a c e by p l a n k i n g
r e v e t m e n t ( t i m b e r s u r v i v e d a n d v e r t i c a l s t a k e s ( p o s t - h o l e s a n d
s u r v i v i n g timbers). The a l i g n m e n t a n d d a t i n g of t h i s bank w e r e
c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e c o n c l u s i o n s o n t h e c u l v e r t s .

The s t r e a m b e d p r o v e d t o b e t h e s o u r c e o f c o n s i d e r a b l e fi n d s of
b r o k e n p o t t e r y , c l a y p i p e s , b r i c k s , t i l e s a n d i r o n w o r k f r o m t h e
l a s t 2 5 0 y e a r s . F o u r w o o d e n c o n d i m e n t s p o o n s w e r e r e c o v e r e d i n
n e a r p e r f e c t c o n d i t i o n and we hope t h e y w i l l p r e s e r v e d for f u t u r e
d i s p l a y . p a r t of t h e e x c a v a t i o n s u b s t a n t i a l r e m a i n s o f
o a k t i m b e r s w e r e n o t e d . They measured a p p r o x i m a t e l y 8 inches
t h i c k and t h e r e were a number o f a s s o c i a t e d post on a d i f f e r e n t
a l i g n m e n t t o t h e p r e - 1 8 5 0 m i l l s t r e a m . T h e m a t e r i a l a b o v e t h e s e
t i m b e r s was l a t e r 1 7 t h c e n t u r y in d a t e a n d s o t h e y may r e p r e s e n t
an e a r l i e r mi l l , say c i r c a 1600.

P e r i o d s o f i n a c t i v i t y in t h e m i l l s t r e a m were i n d i c a t e d by t h e
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b u i l d u p o f a fi n e c l a y s i l t , m o s t l y d e v o i d of fi n d s . U n d e r n e a t h
t h e e a r l i e s t of t h e s e p e r i o d s o f i n a c t i v i t y were s u c c e s s i v e fl i n t
a n d c h a l k , a n d c h a l k fl o o r s . T h e l o w e s t o f t h e c h a l k fl o o r s h a d
been rammed down g i v i n g a s u r f a c e t ha t o n l y y i e l d e d t o v i g o r o u s
work w i t h t h e p i c k a x e . T h e c h a l k h a d b e e n rammed t i g h t l y a g a i n s t
t w o s u b s t a n t i a l wooden p o s t s , o n e o f w h i c h s u r v i v e d t o he igh t of
a t l e a s t 1m. T h e s e p o s t s a n d o t h e r s m a l l e r o n e s w e r e c l e a r l y
o l d e r t h a t t h e c h a l k fl o o r and on t h e b a s i s of a s s o c i a t e d p o t t e r y
a p p e a r t o d a t e t o t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e 1 4 t h cen tu ry. They may
be p a r t of t he mill r e f e r r e d to in 1344 a s belonging t o Walter
d e P a n n e l l .

The v a r i o u s r emains on t h e s i t e have been c o v e r e d in p l a s t i c and
t h e h o l e s b a c k - fi l l e d t o p r e s e r v e t h e r e m a i n i n g woodwork. We
hope t o p r e p a r e a d i s p l a y o f t h e work a n d some of t h e fi n d s t o
coincide with Wycombe show. The excava t i ons have p rov ided us
w i t h a comprehensive h i s t o r y of t h e s i t e and q u i t e a few
surpr i ses . We a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y g r a t e f u l t o t h e S o c i e t y members
and o t h e r s who h e l p e d w i t h t h e work and we hope t h a t they en joyed
t h e e x p e r i e n c e a s much a s we did.

S t a n l e y a n d P a u l i n e C a u v a i n

WITH ALL GOOD WISHES FOR CHRISTMAS
AND THE NEW YEAR

to a l l our r e a d e r s f rom the C h a i r m a n
a n d E x e c u t i v e Commi t t ee

Thursday 20 January 1994 8pm
Reggie Goves Centre

Thursday 14 April 1994 7.45pm
Reggie Goves Centre
(Please note earlier time)
Saturday 4 June 1994
8am - 12noon Lt Market House

Wednesday 15 June 1994 8pm
Reggie Goves Centre
Saturday 2 July 1994
Details of departure time, placeand price later

Thursday 13 October 1994 8pm
Reggie Goves Centre

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Quarterly Meeting: Who cares about Earthworks?
Illustrated talk by Helen Paterson, Regional Field
Monument Warden, English Heritage

Annual General Meeting plus speaker on
inland waterways

Charity Market Stall

Wycombe Arts Festival: speaker on the design
of street furniture

Society coach outing with trip on horse-drawn
barge on Kennet & Avon Canal: Kintbury to
Hungerford and return. Book now with Ron Sims
Tel: 0494 440800. Limited number of places.

Quarterly Meeting: speaker from Landmark Trust


